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b enture! tRaveL MARKETPLACE! 
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Over 175 exhibitors offering” 

great deals on Bikes, Kayaks, 
Canoes, Adventure Trips, 
Camping, Clothing & Gear! 


=... Test your skills at the... 
<“Ae Mountain Bike/BMX Test Track 
e MAZDA Whitewater Pool 

¢ Rock Climbing Wall” 

e Adventure Race Course- 


of a lifetime! Eco-tours, 
safaris, bike & kayak trips 

ihe emeleelile 

expedition tips in the 

1 | ol RO) P-No han atl ae Raleclage 


Sponsored 
C 


Py : Nikon QOr_ rm 
nine MIO 


Outdoor Life Network 


EDMONTON February 8, 9 & 10, Northlands Park, 7300 - 116 Avenue 
Fri. 4 pm-9 pm, Sat. 10 am-7 pm, Sun 10 am-5 pm_ Admission: Adults $8, Youths (10-18) $6 
www.nationalevent.com 
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Fine Arts Building Gallery (FAB) 
& SNAP Gallery present: 


GRAFICA 
ACTUAL: 


an exhibition of fifteen 
contemporary Mexican artists 


curated by José Manvel Springer 


february 5 to 23, 2002 

reception; thurs., feb, 7, @ 7pm 

at the Fine Arts Building Gallery 
1-1, UofA (112 st. & 89 ave.) 


SPE GALLERY 


soclely of-northern olbetia print-artists 


Willie Wong @« 
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Gallery & Frames L4d, 


5718-104 st. » 944-9497 
www.kamenagallery.com 


Compiete Custom Picture 
Framing & Art Classes 


10137.104 st, / ty 423.1492 
snop@snopartists.com / www.snopartists.com 


gollery hours; tues thru sot, 12-5 
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JANUARY 26th - MARCH 24th 
2 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


120 jade pieces. Each the embodiment of strength, 
artistry and beauty. Every one a Chinese masterpiece. 


Don't miss this rare opportunity to admire the finest collection of jade 
ever to be seen outside of the People’s Republic of China. 
Edmonton is this exhibition's only stop in Alberta. 


ph.780.422.6223 www.edmontonartgallery.com 
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Luis Jacob’s edifice hi 


Collapsing New 
Buildings critiques 
the architecture of 
capitalism 


ollapsing New Buildings is 
{ a tripartite exhibition by Luis 

Jacob which includes five 
sculptures (or “BILTS”), 
an Album composed 
of images culled 
from magazines, 
and Model City, a series 
of out-of-focus photos depicting a 
three-dimensional model of Toron- 
to. The exhibition analyzes the con- 
structed environment by reordering 
that environment’s structures in a 
way that plays with our notions of 
everything from beauty to memory 
to sexuality. 

Jacob’s BILTS, for instance, take 
the phallic skyscrapers of 
downtown Toronto’s 
financial district and 
extend each building’s 
shape horizontally. Domi- 
neering towers that once 
thwarted our attempts to 
perceive them as a whole 
now become easy-to-digest 
versions of themselves, 
true to form but no longer 
the formidable icons of 
power they once were. 
Meanwhile, Model City’s 
photos of the ever-expand- 
ing model of the Toronto 
megalopolis in Toronto's 
City Hall—a series of 
buildings with no floors, 
windows or doors—expose 
the model as the embodi- 
ment of the Canadian cap- 
italist imagination, an 
idealized, efficient, regulat- 
ed city... completely absent 
of people. 

I spoke with Luis Jacob 
about his exhibition and 
the philosophy behind it. 
Here's our conversation. 


Vue Weekly: Can you tell me 
about the politics of your exhibit? 

Luis Jacob: What I present and 
how I present it is decided in terms 
of what I think the work can con- 
tribute to a discourse that already 
exists. In Alberta there is a similar 
situation to Ontario, which is where 
1 live. In both cases, the conserva- 
tive provincial governments are 
enacting an authoritarian restructur- 
ing of social reality for the sake of 
an exacerbated capitalism, and in 
both cases people are trying to fig- 
ure out ways to oppose this restruc- 
turing. My show here in Edmonton 
deals with different forms of author- 
ity, the possibility of their collapse 
and the potential for a new equality, 
a new horizontality of relations. The 
images in the show, in particular in 
the work entitled Album, depict vari- 
ous instances of authority—parental 
authority, political authority, cultur- 
al authority—and various scenes of 
reversal, defiance, subversion and 
opposition to it. I expect that visi- 


visual arts 
preVUE 


tors to the exhibition here will rec- 
ognize that the issues raised are not 
abstract, but in fact correspond to 
things they already deal with in 
their lives. 

VW: The exhibition has a lot of 
humour in it, and humour has a 
long political association with sub- 
version, particularly in anarchist 
art practices. I’m thinking specifi- 
cally of the BILTS, which invert the 
upright power “thrust” of bank sky- 
scrapers by replicating 
their structural 
configurations at 
the base and then 
extending them hori- 
zontally. Can you elaborate on how 
you use humour? 

LJ: With the BILTS I wanted to 
work with something that I and so 
many people in Toronto see every 
day: the monumental office-build- 
ings of the financial district. There’s 
certainly something perverse in 
making sculptures about these 


buildings by extruding an element 
from these buildings, and then lay- 
ing them horizontally on the 
gallery floor. The result is a series of 
elegant minimalist sculptures that 
appear as if squeezed out of a tooth- 
paste tube or some very peculiar 
bowel movement. I am interested 
in a type of humour where one 
grasps a new combination of mean- 
ings that causes one to begin con- 
vulsing with laughter. I contrast 
this with another type of humour 
where a joke serves to confirm one’s 
prejudices and what one already 
believes to know. 

VW: And Model City? I detect an 
element of parody at work here, a 
parody that plays off the representa- 
tion of the city and its function as 
an idealization of the growth 
process, which is determined not by 
planning for human needs, but by 
planning for needs determined by 
capitalism and its infrastructures. 

LJ: Yes, Model City is about 
abstraction. There is something 
dreamy about the photos that is also 


an origin of their seduction. 7),,. 
being depicted is perfect, in a y ay 
is without the messy conj),... 
social reality. But it can be ,, 
because there are no people i, 
city. The buildings have j, ,,, 
dows, no doors; there are no , ecm 
on the street. There are only jo... 
white blocks... Another joy.) 
abstraction arises in these »},,, 
when we consider the way j; «hid 
architectural, engineering 
bureaucratic decisions are .,,9, 
These kinds of decisions are madi 
people divorced from the reajjt; 
they are analyzing, in lox ation 
Ttemote from those being affected, 
the basis of statistics and descriptiy 
methods that are reductive anq sim 
plifying of the realities they puro 
to describe. It is this level of abstrag 
tion that is being parodied in thy 
lovely out-of-focus photographs 

VW: Is there any suggestion, 
an alternative to capitalism | 
your work? 
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LJ: My work presenjl 
the perversions of capital 
ism and the other authos 
itarian factors tha 
determine our experienc 
beginning with my ow 
experience. These factor 
include heterosexisy 
patriarchy, the absurd 
specialization in our sod 
ety that divides artis 
and non-artists. Howevel 
there are a few metaphow 
ical “utopian moments) 
in the exhibition 
example of this is th 
image in Album oi the 
two astronauts in spacg 
floating beside on 
another, What is upward 
for one becomes dow! 
wards for the other. Wl 
is true for one indivicvs 
is not invalidated by tht 
fact that the opposi «if 
true for another inc'vil 
ual. I see this as utonil 
in relation to our st 
tion right here, where th 
truth of one individual @ 
one group is made so because |!" 
can enforce this truth through |¢¢! 
lation and the consciousness ind 
try—and if these fail, by the polit 
and military. I agree that capitalls 
is an economic system, and thet " 
also a social system—a syste!" 
ordering relations between pe pla 
of regimenting the production" 
the imagination, of controllins th 
flow of meaning between sul)|* 
who possess shared creative ! c 
ties. By addressing my work © 
imagination, and by stimulating "" 
meaning-producing faculties ') " 
people who consent to a em 
audience, I hope that this *° 
becomes a catalyst for the a! cul 
tion of what we sense is sich *" 


i 


wrong, and the proposition 0! ""™ 
we feel are workable alterné"'"" 
Because capitalism is inhum>" 
damages everyone in it. We 0° 
imagine alternatives. © 


By Luis Jacob * Latitude $3.62." 
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Whole lotto love 


| just had to acknowledge Paul 
Matwychuk’'s Theatre Notes column 


that discussed the current Fringe con-— 


troversy regarding the absence of 
“the Bloc” from the Fringe 2002 line- 
up [“Fringe unhinged?”, January 24- 
30]. | felt that your presentation of 
the issues was fair yet effectively 
countered the tone of Liz Nicholls’s 
article that appeared in the Edmonton 
Journal. \t is interesting that what 
essentially was a non-story has 
become such a heated topic in the- 
atre circles... and |, like most, have 
my own spin on the story. 

| am an Edmonton theatre artist 
who has been involved in a number of 
different production companies/proj- 
ects over the last eight years. During 


time, he asked me.how | felt about 
the lottery system and | told him 
that although | was disappointed, | 
felt it was fair. 

This year the current project I'm 
involved with, Cheese Tea Produc- 
tions, did get drawn in the lottery... 
finally! Although this will be an 
Edmonton Fringe debut for Cheese 
Tea, all of the artists involved in this 
project have been actively involved in 
theatre for years! Theatre hacks we are 
not—and it is for that reason that | 
very much resented the message that 
| felt was jumping from between the 
lines of the Liz Nicholls article. 

| have discussed the Fringe Lot- 
tery format, the Nicholls article and 
your comments in Theatre Notes 
with many people (some who are 
indeed stakeholders to this issue 
and many who are not) over the 
past week. Overwhelmingly, the 
consensus and feedback | have 
received is this: the moment that 
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from the last, and this opinion is 
coming from someone who has 
experienced little success from the 
lottery system... until now. Yay! — 
STEPHANIE ADAMS (VIA E-MAIL) 


Correction 


A typo in a photo caption in last 
week's issue of Vue Weekly mistaken- 
ly identified Bob Baker as “Bob Bax- 
ter.” Bob Baker is, of course, the 
artistic director of the Citadel The- 
atre and director of their new pro- 
duction of Noel Coward's Present 
Laughter. Bob Baxter, meanwhile (as 
a quick Internet search reveals), is 
an environmental activist seeking to 
remove the Robert Moses Parkway 
from the U.S. side of Niagara Falls, a 
faculty member at the University of 
Durham in England and the creator 
of “Bob Baxter’s Bomber Com- 
mand,” a website devoted to the 
memory of WWII U.S. Air Force vet- 


THU 


A great local band that 
plays the classics. 
Plus: “What Happens 
Next?” comedy improv 


The hardest working 
girls in show busi- 


Featuring Mustard 
Smile, Killer Comedy 
Show & DJ Dudeman. 


40 Mau Mau Sex Sex this time, | have always been unsuc-__ the Fringe institutes a system that erans. Vue Weekly regrets the error, 
40 ‘ ‘ cessful at getting a coveted spot at _fast-tracks Fringe “favourites” (or but at least we placed Baker in 
0 EFS British film series : : : 
the Edmonton Fringe (either because those groups who are perceived as good company. 
rts my group was too far down on the sure financial successes), it will also Two local alt-country 
1 Porn Star waiting list, unable/unwilling to do create a pecking order which vio- (“9 acts show us how to 
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7 Hey Eddie! 


the weekend “winter camp-out thing” 
or because we were not lucky enough 
to be drawn in the lottery). In fact, 
when Paul Matwychuk attended the 
Fringe Lottery at the Arts Barns, Fall 
2000, | was one of the artists he fea- 
tured (Try Red Productions, A View 
From the Top) in an article that high- 
lighted some of the production com- 
panies that “didn’t make it.” At the 


lates the purpose and philosophy 
under which the festival was origi- 
nally established. 

With all due respect to Stewart 
Lemoine, David Belke, Wes Borg, et 
al.—t love their material and support 
their work without question—the 
current lottery system is fair and 
guarantees an ever-changing dynam- 
ic that sets every Fringe Festival apart 


Vue Weekly — rasa response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5] 117), 
by fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 

(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 

to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number. 
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She’s got legs! 


| first met drag queen extraordinaire 
Enza “Supermodel” Anderson when 
we both guested on PrideVision’s 
SoGayTV show last summer. And boys, 
let me tell ya: Enza looked like she just 
walked off the set of a ZZ Top video. 

As ZZ Top says, “I'm a fool for 
your stockings, | believe.” But we all 
know pantyhose eventually get the 
runs. Five weeks into Enza’s headline- 
grabbing political campaign to 
replace Stockwell Day as leader of 
the Canadian Alliance party, her ab- 
fab campaign is showing signs of 
fraying at the edges. At press time, 
Enza was still $15,000 short of the 
required $25,000 deposit and 100 
signatures short of the 300 Alliance 
members necessary to nominate a 
candidate by the January 31 nomina- 
tion deadline. 

“People come up to me and say, 
‘Good luck—I’d vote for you.’ So | 
tell them to become an Alliance 
member, but they don’t want to sign 
up. It’s only 10 bucks. They just don’t 
want to get involved,” a clearly frus- 
trated Enza told me one night after a 
Toronto fundraising appearance. 
“You know, I've been there for every 


By DARA COLWELL 
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Mr. ‘Fess-up 


“1 am addicted to used panties. Their 
smell and taste are just exquisite,” 
writes one giddy cyber-confessor. 
“When | go to a pal’s house, | always 
make for the washbasket. Finding a 
pair of his wife's or daughter's really 
makes my day. | have tried to stop, 
but I can’t seem to.” 

Cyber-confession has become a 
growing method of secular absolution. 
Marrying soul-searching to the con- 
venience of the Net, electronic tell-all 
parallels today’s push for the quick fix, 
providing armchair confessors with 
instant release, As a venue for confes- 
sion, the Internet—as dozens of web- 
sites devoted to airing dirty laundry 
attest—is becoming the perfect space 
to admit sin sans judgment. 

“| look at myself in the mirror. Way 
too often,” writes a confessor on Not- 
proud.com. The site, which has been 
running for over a year, contains 
7,000 archived confessions running 
the gamut from “intriguing, illuminat- 
ing and enlightening to disturbing 
and unsettling,” according to one of 
its founders, Gary Brazier. “The idea of 
redemption is not the pushing point 
behind the site,” says Brazier, who 
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{gay] community group in Toronto. 
They call me and say, ‘Hey Enza, will 
you help us out?’ And I’m there for 
them. Now | ask them to sign up and 
they tell me no. | just want to cry. 
How can people say this is a great 
idea and not support me?” 

The widespread political apathy in 
Canada’s gay communities coast to 
coast is exacerbated by the virulent 
anti-gay sentiment within the Alliance, 
notably from Dr. Grant Hill, who is 
also running in the Alliance leadership 
race. But Canadians will never get the 
opportunity to remedy the bigotry of 
the Alliance from within if they don’t 
support candidates like Enza. 

“Apathy is our biggest problemn— 
and to make matters worse, nobody 
gives a shit,” quips Charlie MacKen- 
zie, past national campaign director 
and leader of the now-defunct Partie 
Rhinoceros. “That was the problem 
the Rhinos had. When we were arbi- 
trarily deleted from the Canadian 
political process in 1994, | finally got 
through to Clayton Ruby, the great 
civil rights lawyer in Canada, to 
defend the Rhinos. He said he’d be 
glad to take our case for a quarter- 
million dollars, That’s the way it is 
today. Everything has a price tag, 
especially democracy. 

“I'm not surprised at the way Enza 
is being treated,” MacKenzie adds. 
“It’s regrettable because she is making 
one of the most dynamic, meaningful 
political statements this country has 
seen in many, many years.” 

Many mainstream media pundits 
have also dismissed Enza as mere 
satire, but Enza—who placed third 
with 13,518 votes in Toronto’s last 
mayoralty race—asks “Why is it 
comes from a Catholic background 
but doesn’t practise. “It’s about recog- 
nition and participation—there are 
thousands of eyes viewing your contri- 
bution. This is a way to clean your 
plate while cleaning your soul.” 

What “sinners” confess to online 
ranges as widely as their experience— 
from innocuous declarations of peeing 
in the shower or sporting lusher eye- 
brows than Elvis Presley to increasing- 
ly salacious ones, such as coveting thy 
sister's wife or one man’s pithy state- 
ment, “I once traded my wedding 
ring to a woman for sexual favours 
and told my wife | lost my ring.” 
Some are troubling: “Why did Jesus 
have to redefine adultery? Every time 
I'm ‘alone,’ it isn’t my wife that | visu- 
alize making love too, but my gor- 
geous nudist stepdaughter,” writes 
one frustrated confessor. “If she ever 
makes a move or even opens the 
door, | don’t know how | could resist.” 

Unlike traditional confessions 
made to one person across a porous 
grille, in the cyber realm, feckless mis- 
deeds, obsessions and weaknesses 
receive much wider airplay. While the 
upshot is the same—confession eases 
the mind—airing it all online guaran- 
tees an enormous audience. As Brazier 
has discovered, it's also one that is 
voraciously voyeuristic, eager to take a 
surreptitious peek at Sin, if not cough 
up to it. Notproud.com, he says, gets 
nearly 10,000 hits a day. 

The volume of surfers on Daily- 
confession.com is even greater. 
According to its founder Greg Fox, the 
site receives three million hits a 
month, with an average of 150 to 250 
confessions flowing in each day. “The 


when a drag queen runs for office 
it’s a big joke, but when a politician 
shows up at press conference on a 
Seadoo dressed in a wetsuit, he’s 
taken seriously?” 

Enza also says she’s glad former 
Ontario Tory riding association presi- 
dent Cameron MacLeod and promi- 
nent West End Toronto Tory Carol 
Jamieson left Enza’s campaign earlier 
this month. “They wanted me to have 
a ‘fuck you’ attitude, but | wanted to 
be more serious,” Enza says. “I want- 
ed a platform and they said, ‘No plat- 
form.’ | told [communications 
director] lan Ross we must have fun 
but we must also be serious. | want to 
help people, not hurt them.” 

Enza, who lip-synched Annie 
Lennox’s “I Need a Man” at a Who's 
Who fundraising bash at Toronto’s 
Mockingbird nightclub last week, 
points to the 1969 Stonewall Riots in 
New York City, when drag queens, fed 
up with being harassed by the cops, 
finally fought back. “If it wasn’t for 
those drag queens, Gay Pride [which 
was created as a way of commemorat- 
ing the riots] would not exist,” Enza 
says. “Drag queens are the ones who 
said, ‘This is enough.’ 

“The whole point of me doing 
this in drag,” she continues, “is it’s 
time we came out of the dark. It’s 
time for drag queens to move from 
nighttime to the daytime world. We 
have such a wonderful wealth of 
drag culture—we’re honest, we have 
glitzy outfits, big hair and | have 100 
per cent great legs.” 

There's no mistaking that. In fact, 
if Enza makes the ballot on January 
31, this story may have legs too. Then 
we'll see what media pundits have to 


Enza Anderson: model candidate 


say. “People say I’m a media whore," 
Enza says. “But I’m not. I’m a media 
slut. I’m not making money and 
whores make money and | think politi 
cians are the worst of the lot.” 
Results of the March 8 to 15 mai 
in first-ballot leadership vote wil) be 
announced on March 20. If you 
become a Canadian Alliance membe 
by March 1, you can participate. Surf 
to www.canadianalliance.ca or 
www.enza.ca for details. O 


Internet is an amazing place for 
exchange,” Fox says. “Some of the 
confessions coming in here are amaz- 
ingly pure and honest, and others are 
just nuts!” A former director for live 
shows at Disney World who says he 
was weary of wading in pixie dust, 
Fox launched the site two years ago, 
hoping to create something that was 
cutting-edge. And as a Jew, he was 
intrigued with the notion of confes- 
sion. Unwittingly, though, he tapped 
directly into the guilt-tripper zeitgeist. 

Like Brazier, Fox has received a 
number of confessions to murders 
and rapes—which never make it onto 
the website—and even an open 
threat to President Bush which was 
later investigated by the Secret Ser- 
vice. “But it’s all truly anonymous,” 
he says. “I never know where the 
confessions are coming from.” 

For some in the Catholic church, 
Internet confession raises other issues. 
Mainly, that the Net will allow confes- 
sions to be conducted from a dis- 
tance—a concern first generated by 
the invention of the telephone. Jesus, 
says online advice giver Father Gary 
Jacobson, preferred the up-close-and- 
personal approach when forgiving 
personal sin. “Jesus was always physi- 
cally present to that person,” he 
writes on Catholic.net. Over e-mail, 
Jacobson expands on this idea. “Lots 
of people, | suspect, have a deep need 
to be listened to... non-judgmentally 
(even in confession it is the penitent 
who makes the judgment about 
her/his personal sinfulness).... It is psy- 
chologically easier to do this online 
than go to someone in person.” 
Jacobson also has qualms about 


anonymous listeners doing damage 
with quack advice. 

| know what he means. For the 
sake of research, | went online to sev 
eral chatrooms to publicly (and inter 
actively) confess. Initially, | joined 4 
“current issues” chatroom, where 
after being repeatedly flashed with 
“BSL?” (age/sex/location) and queried 
on the size of my breasts, | found 4 
relatively mature cyber-pal to contess 
to. He commented that while his 
views were free and impartial, “a spe 
cialist could do a better job.” 

Next, | entered a Christian chat- 
room and was accused of Catholic 
bashing until 1 “confessed” that | w% 
a journalist. During my “dialogue,” | 
was told that true confession w% 
between the sinner and God, mu"! 
along the lines of Oscar Wilde's quote 
that “It is the confession, not the 
priest, that gives us absolution.” An° 
the general consensus was that co" 
fession isn’t any different in cyb° 
space than in private. “It’s pst like 
going to a psychiatrist, you're "0! 
going to get judged,” one pal wro' 
This sentiment is loudly echoed ©) 
Notproud.com’s Brazier. “Beneat! ("* 
cloak of anonymity, you can be * 
candid as you like without fea’ °' 
being discovered,” he says. “You ¢2"" 
walk up to your boss and say "” 
you really think but anonymously, © 
posting it to thousands, you get 
sense of justice,” 

And in some cases, Internet con's 
sionals—even religious ones—are © 
more effective at allowing peop!e © 
achieve a higher level of faith. J2%° 
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VUENEWS 


UR ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO 
AT'S REALLY GOING ON... 


Tight picket defence 


OrrawA—Canadian unions recaptured 
the right to picket secondary locations 
st week, a key tactic during labour dis- 
sutes that’s been outlawed in much of 
the country for nearly four decades. 
jhe Supreme Court of Canada issued a 
9-0 ruling on Thursday granting striking 
workers permission to picket places like 
stores and distributors which carry 
sroducts made by companies 
embroiled in disputes. Citing the 
importance of free speech in general 
and the Charter of Rights and Free- 
doms specifically, the decision declared 
that the protective code “allows a per- 
‘son to speak not only for the sake of 
expression itself, but also to advocate 
change, attempting to persuade others 
in the hope of improving one’s life and 
perhaps the wider social, political and 
economic environment.” 

The ruling is rooted in a 1997 skir- 

mish in Saskatoon between Pepsi-Cola 
Canada and Local 558 of the Retail, 
Wholesale and Department Store 
Union. The union instigated this judg- 
ment by challenging an injunction 
forbidding members from picketing a 
hotel where replaced workers were 
housed and the homes of several 
managers during a strike at their Pepsi 
plant. While the Supreme Court main- 
tains that private homes cannot be 
the target of picketers, giving them 
access to stores will allow unions to 
confront both the public and other 
businesses that depend on a company 
that isn't in accord with its workers. 
“Workers have the right now to fol- 
low the company’s tactics and inflict 
@conomic harm in response,” Larry 
Kowalchuck, a lawyer who represented 
ine Retail, Wholesale and Department 
tore Union, told Canadian Press. 
Although Peter Woolford, vice-presi- 
dent of policy for the Retail Council of 
Canada, predicted to CP that the ruling 
ill hurt union-management relations 
j nd lead to some “very unpleasant situ- 
ations,” Canadian Labour Congress 
President Ken Georgetti countered, 
hat's why companies don’t like it— 
Hecause it’s effective.” 
Alberta union reps echoed that 
emment. “Part of a strike or job action 
% to put economic pressure on a busi- 
‘Ss Or On an entity,” Alberta Federa- 
Hon of Labour president Les Steel said 
to the Edmonton Journal, “and if that 
"ans a company has multiple sites, 
you can put more pressure on them 
nd force them to sit down and do col- 
“tive bargaining.” —Dan RUusiNSTEIN 
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ring Alliance 


AWA—Just when Stockwell Day 
PS down to begin campaigning for 
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Nothing 1s certain except death and ‘taxes 


his still warm leadership chair against 
a headline-hungry drag queen who 
spits out more straight talk than the 
rest of the candidates—in other 
words, just when things are getting 
back to normal for the Canadian 
Alliance—another political scandal has 
hit the national family feud squad. 
This time it’s the party’s pesky old 
nemesis, racism, that’s dragging the 
in-fighting back into the spotlight. 

Saskatchewan Alliance MP Roy Bai- 
ley’s comment that Filipino-born Liberal 
MP Rey Pagtakhan was a “Chinese 
chap” who shouldn’t have been named 
the country’s veterans affairs minister 
because he wasn’t born in Canada was 
tough enough for British Columbia 
Alliance MP Joe Peschisolido to stom- 
ach. But the party brass’s failure to show 
much concern over Bailey's regressive 
reasoning was too much for Peschisoli- 
do, whose Richmond riding has a large 
Asian-Canadian community. “| have to 
admit | was very disappointed and disil- 
lusioned with the non-response to that 
issue by the party,” he said on Sunday 
after renouncing his Alliance member- 
ship and rejoining the Liberals, who he 
worked for as a youth organizer during 
the 1990 leadership race. “It crystallized 
for me the importance of treating all 
Canadians as equal.” 

Peschisolido’s defection, unlike Bai- 
ley‘s blurting, sent the Alliance scurry- 
ing into full damage-control mode. 
Interim leader John Reynolds told 
Southam News the Bailey angle was a 
“smokescreen” for 38-year-old 
Peschisolido. “What Joe has done 
today is probably a good example of 
why people lose respect for politi- 
cians,” said Reynolds, adding (and 
sounding very juvenile as he did so) 
that Peschisolido hadn’t been an active 
participant in caucus lately anyway. 
“You run in an election campaign for a 
political party,” continued Reynolds, 
“and when it becomes opportunistic in 
your own mind you just switch and 
make this statement, trying to blame it 
on one of your colleagues.” 

While there may be some merit in 


Reynolds’s call for Peschisolido to 
resign and run again in a by-election, 
he’s missing the boat on one major 
point: politicians lose respect by utter- 
ing the type of remarks Bailey made. 
And if other politicians jump ship to 
escape a sinking party that’s drawn to 
controversy like the Titanic to ice- 
bergs, that’s their parliamentary pre- 
rogative. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


Prisoners of more 


WASHINGTON—As grinning Defence 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld posed for 
photos with U.S. soldiers guarding 
Taliban and al-Qaeda prisoners in 
Guantanamo Bay’s makeshift prison 
on Sunday, grimacing White House 
officials scrambled to downplay a 
leaked memo exposing Secretary of 
State Colin Powell's opposition to his 
government's refusal to give prisoner- 
of-war status to its (You Can’t Show 
Them on Television!) captives. 

“The Secretary of State has request- 
ed that you reconsider that decision,” 
the memo said about Bush's stance, a 
policy that’s faced a landslide of criti- 
cism from human gights groups and 
European leaders. “Specially,” contin- 
ued the memo, which was obtained by 
the Washington Post, “he asked that 
you conclude that [the Geneva Con- 
vention’s PoW treatment code] does 
apply to both al-Qaeda and the Tal- 
iban.” In Cuba, however, a steadfast 
Rumsfeld said the prisoners “are not 
PoWs” and “will not be determined to 
be PoWs.” In Washington, White House 
spokesman Sean McCormick said the 
memo was a “draft” that “did not 
accurately reflect” Powell's position. 

Meanwhile, VP Dick Cheney is 
refusing to co-operate with the inves- 
tigation into Enron’s collapse because 
it could weaken the presidency and 
Justice Department officials are going 
out of their way to make sure TV cam- 
eras get enough footage of John 
Walker Lindh to-keep_the patriotic 
blood boiling. And the U.S. Declara- 
tion of Independence says all men are 


created equal. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


ECONOMY 


Martin defends declining 
dollar 


OTTAWA—Finance Minister Paul Mar- 
tin has issued a statement showing 
that the Liberals are beginning to get 
antsy about a loonie that’s heading 
down to a value of 60 cents (U.S.). 

The slide of the dollar has continued 
unabated against the American buck 
and the euro, despite statistics indicat- 
ing that the Canadian economy, when 
prorated for population, is outperform- 
ing our neighbours to the south. 

Martin’s statement featured a com- 
bination of frustration over the unfair- 
ness of currency speculation and 
worked as an international advertise- 
ment for the relative health of Cana- 
da’s economy. “No one is happy with 
what has been happening with the 
Canadian dollar, certainly not the Gov- 
ernment of Canada,” he said. 

In fact, Martin only just fell short of 
calling international investors ignorant 
about the status of Canada’s economy. 
Martin and his fellow Liberals feel that 
the low dollar is not the sign of a weak 
Canadian economy, but of an econo- 
my that has been underestimated by 
uninformed international investors 

“In Canada’s case, | really wonder 
whether currency markets are fully tak- 


‘ing into account today’s reality,” Martin 


said. “We are the only G7 country with 
a balanced budget this year. That is our 
fifth in a row. Our debt-to-GDP ratio has 
fallen by 20 percentage points since 
1995, the largest drop of any major 
industrialized nation and it’s going to 
continue to drop next year.” Martin said 
that Canada’s repayment of $17 billion 
worth of debt over the last year should 
be seen as an indication that no other 
nation is as serious as Canada about 
getting its books back in the black. 

Still, Martin’s diatribe did little to 
shake the dollar out of its doldrum. 
— STEVEN SANDOR 


WUEPOINT 


Rebel browsing 


In the technology industry, compa- 
nies used to live by the adage “Inno- 
vate or die.” After last week's legal 
action by AOL Time Warner against 
Microsoft, the new mantra might be 
“Why innovate when you can sue?” 

In the wake of Microsoft's 
antitrust troubles concerning its 
Internet Explorer web browser and 
the Windows operating system, AOL 
Time Warner. has chosen to sue the 
software giant over damage done to 
its own web browser, Netscape. As 
Microsoft spokesperson Vivek Varma 
charged in an interview with AOL- 
owned CNN, “Every chance AOL 
Time Warner gets, they choose |iti- 
gation over innovation. Microsoft is 
investing to building products. AOL 
is investing in lawyers and lobbyists 
to put roadblocks in Microsoft's 
way.” And as Steve Axxin, a promi- 
nent U.S. antitrust attorney, also 
told CNN, “This is a battle of the 
media titans that has been looming 
tor some time.” 

This is also a battle to decide 
which corporation will dictate who 
will control the public's portal into 
the Internet. The dotcom collapse 
has proven how volatile business 
can be out there in the ether and 
that the real way to get rich is to 
provide the means to see it all. 
That done, you can pick and 
choose what businesses get moved 
up to your virtual Main Street. You 
can also potentially decide what 
people can and cannot see. 

AOL is nearly there, with millions 
of subscribers on its online network 
and a built-in warehouse of appeal- 
ing content through its entertain- 
ment holdings. Microsoft software, 
on the other hand; lives in millions 
of homes and businesses, running 
the very computers that AOL needs 
to get people to use its service. 

What's worse is that, despite 
their questionable practices, 
Microsoft makes a slightly better 
product, Netscape, in the mean- 
time, has only churned out 
increasingly worthless hunks of 
code. | use an Apple G4 and 
Netscape’s pride and joy craps out 
at every turn, no matter what | do, 
while Internet Explorer lumbers 
smoothly along. Rather than beat 
Microsoft with a superior product, 
AOL would rather cry to mommy. 

But the difference is marginal. 
The maturity of Web applications 
hasn't given consumers simplified 
access to the Internet—they just 
get saddled with fatter, more 
unstable, more taxing hunks of 
software. Innovation seems to 
have taken a backseat, even with 
dangerous competition in the mar- 
ketplace coming from the under- 
ground. New free browsers like 
Opera plain work better, and there 
will be more to come. While the 
titans fitigate, the mice shall inno- 
vate. Enjoy it while you can, every- 
one, because your days of free 
access to the information you want 
may be numbered, no matter 
which corporate side wins. @ 
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|The Fiery Cross: isn't it romantic? 


Diana Gabaldon 
chafes under 
“romance novelist” 
label 


o you think you know your 
S genre fiction? Try this on for 

size. A smartass World War II 
combat nurse trips over some rocks 
and finds herself flung back in 
time to the Jacobite uprisings in 
18th-century Scotland. 
Out on the misty 
moors, for her 
own protection, 
she’s forced to marry a 
rugged Highland cattle thief and 
warrior. They mostly fight and 
smack each other around. Oh, and 
have sex constantly. 

Meet the gallant 18th-century 
Scotsman Jamie Fraser and his time- 
travelling wife, Claire Beauchamp 
Randall Fraser. Now meet the Ameri- 
can author of this strange tale, the 
petite and dark-haired mother of 
three, Diana Gabaldon. Dr. Gabal- 
don, actually, who has just pub- 
lished The Fiery Cross, the fifth 
novel about this unlikely couple in 
her lusty “Outlander” series. So 
what are these books? Romance? 
Fantasy? Historical fiction? Sci-fi? 
Military saga? Whatever Gabaldon 
had set out to achieve with the Out- 
lander books, they defy simple clas- 
sification. It’s a point she's painfully 
aware of herself and goes to great 
lengths to explain. She knows she's 
viewed as a genre interloper. If it’s 
romance, it’s too damn violent. The 
history buffs hate all the time-trav- 
elling characters hopping around 
effortlessly between the 18th and 
20th centuries. If it’s fantasy, why is 
there so much grisly military minu- 
tiae and no talking beasts? 


If it ain’t trope... 


Gabaldon herself calls her books his- 
torical fiction. She says she has 
nothing against romance writers; it’s 
just not what she writes. To prove 
her point, she cites the many 
romance tropes she’s quite deliber- 
ately broken. Her books are twice as 
long (if not longer) than typical 
romances and are written mostly in 
the first person. Claire is older than 
Jamie. He's a virgin when they meet; 
she’s not. Gabaldon counts on her 
fingers as she continues listing the 
differences. The two lovers don’t get 
it on until well after page 300. The 
victim in a graphic rape scene is 
Jamie, not Claire. And sin of sins, 
Jamie has red hair. Evidently, this is 
the stuff that outrages romance 
fans—and Gabaldon has the e-mails 
to prove it, 

Gabaldon shrugs her shoulders, 
sighs and stops talking. Clearly, 
she’s been down this road before. 
For the record, I didn’t ask how 
she'd classify her books. The publi- 
cist had already warned me that 
talking romance makes the author 
grouchy and besides, there were 
other questions I had to ask. Yet 


Gabaldon neatly avoided direct 
answers to most of them and kept 
coming back to her well-rehearsed 
diatribe about romantic fiction and 
the wearying idiocy of some of her 
fans. More bothersome was the 
fact that Gabaldon’s answers were 
almost verbatim from interviews 
she’d already given and posted on- 
line, like, three years ago. It was 
my turn to sigh. 


You know Who 


A scientist for 12 years (she has 
degrees in zoology and 
marine biology and 
a Ph.D. in behav- 
ioural ecology), 
Gabaldon still calls 
Outlander her “practice” novel for 
the detective novel she really want- 
ed to write. It was scribbling she 
never intended to show 
anyone, as she had previ- 
ously only done a little 
freelance work, writing 
software reviews for PC and 
Byte magazines and script- 
ing some Scrooge McDuck 
comics for Walt Disney. 
She decided that since she 
knew how to do research, 
not fiction, she’d practise 
on a historical novel. “That 
way,” she says, “if I had no 
imagination of my own, I 
could steal things from the 
historical record.” Turning 
on the TV by chance one 
night gave her the histori- 
cal setting she'd been look- 
ing for. On a Dr. Wha 
rerun, she saw a Scottish 
character, a young hottie in 
a kilt who lived in 1745, 
Gabaldon smiles at the 
memory. His name was 
Jamie. Gabaldon was off to 
the races. 

Much later, she 
explains, after getting into 
an on-line argument with a 
man over what it feels like 
to actually give birth, 
Gabaldon posted a passage 
she had written on just 
that subject—a section from the 
unpublished novel she hadn't 
meant to show anyone. The feed- 
back was stupendous. The rest is 
history and a publisher's wet dream. 
Outlander was published in 1991. 
The gigantic Dragonfly in Amber fol- 
lowed, after which Gabaldon retired 
from her post at Arizona State Uni- 
versity. Her third massive book, 
Voyager, made the New York Times 
bestseller list and the enormous 
Drums of Autumn had a first print- 
ing of 155,000. There are now over 
two million copies of Gabaldon’s 
books in print. 

Not bad for a scientist trained in 
animal behaviour and statistics. 
“People think scientists are these 
rigid thinkers, logical and orderly, 
and they also think writing is deeply 
intuitive,” Gabaldon says, “But | 
think both require a skill or ability 
to look at chaos and pick out all the 
patterns from it.” She says scientists 
can look at a “confusing array of 
data and intuitively find the impor- 


tant things,” which is exactly what 
a novelist does. She thinks it’s 
“about finding a pattern.” 


No bodice business but 
my own 


““You know, I like romance novels,” 


Gabaldon interjects, returning once 
again to her favourite topic. “But I 
think most romance writers are 
rewriting ‘Cinderella’ or ‘Beauty and 
the Beast,’ and my books aren’t.” 
She agrees she provides a passionate 
love story with plenty of sex, but 
says the resemblance stops there. 
“Some people write me saying they 
think romances are trash, but they 
love my books. Others say they 
never read anything but romance, 
so were initially put off to read my 
big historical novels and now 
they're so glad they did.” Gabaldon 


shrugs again. 

Her publisher initially shrugged 
too, and marketed the first book as a 
romance. “They also pointed out 
that a sci-fi bestseller means 15,000 
copies and a romance bestseller 
means 500,000 copies,” Gabaldon 
recalls. “Made sense to me.” But she 
was adamant about no heaving 
“man bosoms” on the front covers. 
No Fabios lasciviously clutching 
half-naked damsels have ever 
adorned any of her books. “I know 
what Jamie and Claire look like,” 
she says. “People need to use their 
imaginations more." 

Regardless of their covers and 
where the books are shelved in the 
bookstores, they are spectacularly 
popular. The female lead, Claire 
Randall, is a 27-year-old English- 
woman, a British army nurse just 
released from duty after the Second 
World War. On a second honey- 
moon trip to Scotland with her 
researcher-husband, she spies a 
coven of witches dancing around a 


circle of ancient Standing-stone, 
and ends up falling through the 
stones back to 1743. When Cj), 
appears, stomping and SWearing 
over the moors like a moder, 
woman, Gabaldon knew she hag {, 
stick to a time-travel them. 
“[Claire] refused to talk like an 
18th-century person,” she say, 
with a smile. 

Once Claire gets over the shoc;; 
of gritty life in the Highlands, sh. 
hatches a plan to save Scotlang 
from the evil English by using he, 
knowledge of the historical future. 
The male lead, gallant Highlande; 
Jamie Fraser, is—duh—tall, Tugged 
and handsome. Claire’s plucky, That 
means she throws tantrums, defies 
authority and charms her way out 
of (non-sexual) sticky situations 
Jamie’s broodingly brave. That 
means he seduces Claire and ulti- 
mately tames her by mak- 
ing her the lady of his 
estate. Throughout the 
course of the series, Jamie 
and Claire must cope 
with political intrigue, 
bloody battles, more 
time-travelling, conti 
nent-crossing, betrayals, 
childbirth, violent deaths 
and sex, sex, sex. 


Cross purposes 


In between Drums of 
Autumn and the truly gar- 
gantuan The Fiery Cross 
(which weighs in at just 
under 1,000 pages), Gabal- 
don published The Qut- 
landish Companion, the 
Silmarillion of the series, so 
to speak. She says she still 
gets complaints from fans 
about that. “Fan reviews 
are a distraction at best 
and an annoyance at 
worst,” she sighs again 
Evidently quite a few 
bought the compendium 
thinking it was another 
installment in the Jamie 
and Claire saga. She has 
more e-mails to prove it 
“Some just don’t get what nonfic- 
tion is,” she says shaking her head. 

The fans are happier now that 
The Fiery Cross is out. This time 
around, Claire and Jamie are tend- 
ing a homestead on Fraser's Ridge in 
the colony of North Carolina. The 
date is 1771—and we all know what 
war is just around the corner. Moré 
uprisings and the heroic husband- 
and-wife-duo fight in battles no 
their own. Except that the book 
ends a mere two years later. Gabal- 
don will have to write a sixth (and, 
at this rate, possibly a seventh) book 
to take Jamie and Claire through the 
American Revolution, which is what 
readers have been waiting for sinc® 
Drums of Autumn. There's also a fai" 
amount of piss, shit and soiled dia- 
pers to get through—literally hut 
dreds of pages of it—as the agins 
colonial couple contemplates beins 
plucky and broodingly brave '" 
their middle age. 
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jiewing my options 


season's roller coaster ride has the 
dian publishing industry still look- 
green, wobbly and ready to throw 
But why should anyone care about 
xs the newspapers barely review 
j nobody reads anyway? This 
’s special Inside Books supple- 
at seems like a good opportunity to 
ate the ever-shrinking newspaper 
; section and the much-maligned 
of book reviewers. 
That this country’s intellectual 
e is shriveling is not news. News- 
er op/ed pieces are paragons of 
and the photographs just keep 
ting bigger and bigger. Book 
sections are scrawny and ane- 
_ Academie defenses of Buffy the 
ppire Slayer and Sex in the City are 
currently pass for rigourous intel- 
al debate. There's room for these 
ht entertainments—yes, let's have 
e fun—but not at the expense of 
r pursuits, like literature and rheto- 
Assume an audience needs, wants 
quires dumbing down and reap 


Tm Sic] 


the rewards accordingly. Trust that the 
audience is looking for a little bit more 
and the rewards are far sweeter. It’s a 
self-fulfilling prophecy either way. 

The Globe and Mail, happily, still 
has a book review section, but it has 
trimmed pages and dropped a colum- 
nist. The New York Times Review of 
Books has also snipped and parsed. 
The National Post has gotten out of the 
books biz. Saturday Night, long an 
important venue for excerpts from 
important new books, disappeared in 
a blaze of red ink and one can only 
hope that the venerable magazine's 
umpteenth reincarnation in May will 
bring back excerpts. As a freelance 
reviewer within the Southam chain 
(now owned by CanWest Global), I’ve 
personally felt the book space cuts. 
Cost-cutting, space-saving “roundups” 
of titles are now the norm for more 
and more newspapers and magazines. 
As the Globe pointed out, the less 
room devoted to books—i.e., the 
debate of ideas—the smaller a coun- 
try‘s intellectual space. This is not good 
for anyone. The papers grouse that 
publishers have no money for advertis- 
ing, but it’s not as though the sports 
or style sections enjoy huge advertiser 
support, either. That may not be a new 
argument, but it’s still valid. Newspa- 
pers need loss-leader sections, like 
sports, like book reviews, in order to 
expand their subscriber base in order 
to charge more for the ads that pay for 
the other sections. 

But it begs the question: is news- 


edia Jungle 
-—-Cantinued from page 6 


erine Devlin, a Christian cross- 
ser, initially used the anonymity of 
frooms to reach out to others in the 
sgender community. Eventually he 
ined the confidence to use his real 
i, dress openly as a woman and 
illy declare his faith—while sporting 
ery dress—to God online. 
"| don't see the Internet as funda- 
tally a spiritual place,” he says, 
Edenly dropping his feminine voice. 
eel that faith demands a whole, 
bodied, emotional encounter. But 
link the Internet presents us with an 
recedented opportunity. When 


Or nbooks 


someone is pouring out their life 
online, and it’s along the lines of 
‘Yeah, me too,’ it’s like ‘I’m alright.’ 
I've found my herd.” 

Fox agrees. “This is real life you're 
picking up on,” he says, referring to the 
explicitness of the cyber realm. “You 
discover you're not the only one, and 
when it comes to certain confessions, 
you're not as unique as you think.” 

One visitor to confessional sites 
puts it more bluntly. “Whenever | feel 
like the world’s a great place with won- 
derful people, | feel the need to stop by 
[a confession site] and remind myself of 
the depth of human idiocy,” he writes. 
“Then | go away for six months until | 
feel the need to do the same again.” 

With an estimated 700 million 


Join us for a special reading with 


1 ROBERT KROETSCH 
The Hornbooks 


Paper criticism becoming irrelevant? 
Does it really matter what a reviewer 
thinks when you can log onto the 
Internet and find a chatroom of simi- 
larly-minded people—or vent your 
spleen on a website of your own? Yet, 
despite what some refer to as “digital 
democracy,” reviewers are still impor- 
tant. As easy as it is for a book to slink 
out of sight after a bad review (or two 
or three), there are books that would 
have disappeared altogether had it 
not been for reviewers trumpeting 
their merits. Think Ditch, All Families 
Are Psychotic or A Cargo of Orchids ver- 
sus A Student of Weather, Kingfisher 
Days or Afterimage. 

| didn’t start writing book reviews 
out of a perverse desire to bash 
authors. | also didn’t start because of a 
hubristic need to help anoint the next 
Giller-winning icon or CanLit scion. | 
write because | am passionate about 
books, Period. | write about books and 
authors because | am genuinely curi- 
ous and care about literature, good 
and bad. | write because | know that 
no matter how cunningly presented 
my argument may be for or against a 
book, someone else will think my 
head is up my ass. Ahh, debate is a 
beautiful thing. Providing the space 
for the cultivation of ideas makes the 
arts flourish. And a thriving arts scene 
is the cornerstone of a civilized socie- 
ty. Let me put it in less grandiose 
terms: | don’t write about books 
because | think I’m so smart; | do it 
because I’m hungry to learn more. O 


users online, there’s no dearth of such 
idiocy, But that’s really only a mirror of 
the real world, where—face it—we are 
fascinated with sexual peccadilloes, 
interpersonal foibles and freaks who 
light their nose hairs on fire. Basically, 
we're nosy. “Peering into others’ trials 
and tribulations is comforting,” Brazier 
says. “When you match yourself 
against a compulsive overeater, your 
late-night snacks don’t seem so bad 
anymore—misery loves company, 
especially when it’s more miserable.” 

As Fox sees it, cyber-confession is 
an efficient case of unloading what's 
been niggling the conscience. “To say, 
‘I'm a guy wearing girl’s panties at the 
office and no one knows,’ it’s bound 
to make you feel better.” © 


of Rita K 


(Governor General's Award Nominee) 
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mf = t know 

where you're going 
you will probably end 
| up some) where else.” 
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Peter,“ | improve your 
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Carter Beats the 
Devil wields plenty 
of literary 
abracadabra 

BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


cience fiction, I’ve often 
ine it said, just doesn’t 
work on the stage. Ventrilo- 
quism, for reasons that are more 
obvious, loses something when it’s 
broadcast over the 
radio. (Although 
that didn’t seem’ to 
stop Edgar Bergen 
from becoming a huge 
radio star.) And, by rights, stage 
magic just shouldn’t work in a 
novel—there just doesn’t seem to 
be a way to make reading about a 
guy in a turban making an ele- 
phant magically appear onstage 
as thrilling as watching it actu- 
ally happen in front of you. 
And yet, Glen David Gold’s 
terrific debut novel Carter 
Beats the Devil manages exact- 
ly that—a magic act as thrilling 
and inexplicable as any of the 
improbable stunts Gold’s hero, 
Charles Carter (a.k.a. “Carter the 
Great”), miraculously performs 
throughout this wild, action- 
packed story. This is one of 
those books where you get the 
wonderful feeling that the 
author has meticulously 
researched every detail of the 
time period and the setting— 
and then has decided to throw 
all the facts out the window and 
have fun instead. There really 
was a magician named Charles 
Carter in the 1920s—he was one 
of several flamboyant showmen 
who thrived in Harry Houdini’s 
shadow during the so-called 
“Golden Age of Magic,” and he 
really did perform several of the 
tricks Gold describes in his 
book, including the elaborate 
faceoff between himself and the 
Lord of the Underworld that gives 
this book its title. (Gold obviously 
has enormous affection for the larg- 
er-than-life personalities of the 
magicians of this period; the book 
contains several full-colour repro- 
ductions of publicity posters from 
the era, in which tuxedoed gentle- 
men are shown calmly consorting 
with all manner of demons, imps 
and spectres from beyond the 


The Fiery Cross 


Continued from page 8 


Why not call Gabaldon’s books 
popular fiction? They're smart, lit- 
erate and frequently very funny. In 
spite of myself, I really did laugh 
aloud while reading The Fiery 
Cross—and not because‘all the 
muddy humping in the bushes was 
comical. Why is it still necessary 
for some to dismiss Gabaldon’s 
writing as “guilty pleasure?” She's 
a terrific storyteller, if nothing else. 
She can craft situations and char- 
acters like any other “real” author, 


The magical mystery tou 


grave.) But it’s Gold’s inspired deci- 
sion to place Carter at the centre of 
an adventure story that gives Carter 
Beats the Devil its zing: not only 
must Carter unravel a complex 
political conspiracy that leads all 
the way up to President Harding, 
but he must defeat his lifelong arch- 
enemy, a vengeful, twisted rival 
magician named Mysterioso. 


The anti-Doug Henning 


1 love the notion of an evil stage 
magician, and I love 
even more the idea 
of having the 
equivalent of a 
“wizard’s duel” from a 
fantasy novel take place in a dark- 
ened theatre, with both combatants 
using stage trickery to try and kill 
each other. Gold really outdoes 
himself with this sequence; it lasts 


QTER 


| BEATS THE 
ee 


A NOVEL 


GLEN DAVID GOLD 


more than 70 pages and it’s some 
kind of crazy masterpiece of stylish, 
old-fashoned high suspense. (The 
first showdown between Carter and 
Mysterioso, much earlier in the 
book, is a real humdinger as well.) 
The book’s high-spirited plotting 
and its vivid evocation of the 
vibrant “junk culture” of an earlier 
era merits comparison with Michael 
Chabon’s wonderful, Pulitzer Prize- 
winning novel from last year, The 


Amazing Adventures of Kay..); 
Clay, which dealt with , ,...” 
enthusiastic young comic jo... 
ators (one of whom, as i: 4 
was also an accomplished esca 
artist). I bet Carter would hay... 
ten along famously with | ’ 
and Clay—all three chara 
boy geniuses, inveterate ¢ 
with seemingly inexhaust(| 
inations who deal with 
and the tragedy in their | 
pouring it into their \ 
transforming it into crowd pl 
pop. (Actually, it's a shame ¢; 
n't meet one another; Carte; cai 
have introduced K&C to his fj; nf 
Philo Farnsworth, the inven, 
television—together, they coy 
have invented the Saturday mo, 
ing cartoon decades ahead , 
one else.) 


ha Ppeny 


j 


A small Phoe 


If Gold has a weakness, it's 
female characters. Carter hy 
two romantic relationships; 
the book: one as a youth wit) 
feisty tomboy named Annabel’ 
and one as a man with a beay 
ful blind girl named Phoel 
Both are tremendously appeal 
ing characters, but there’s som¢ 
thing artificial about them 
well; both gals are just a littl 
too swell to be believed. (Th 
said, the long, tentative conv 
sation Carter and Phoebe hav 
that leads up to their first kisi 
one of the quietest, sweetest pa 
Sages in the book.) And perha 
that thinness is partly deli! 
ate—a nod to the conventior 
of a magic show, in which t 
magician gets all the best line 
and the “beautiful assista: 
stays quietly on the sidelines 

Magic shows tend to!) 
ephemeral, no matter how sp 
tacular the effects that the ma 
cian pulls off, and, on one lev’ 
I wouldn’t be surprised if Ca’ 
Beats the Devil fades from tl 
memory long before a lot o! 
less immediately entertaining "0" 
do. But the again a book that cl! 
tains everything I’ve told you 00! 
already—not to mention an eis!" 
foot-tall giant, a ship of South >“ 
pirates and all five Marx Brothes~ 
hard to forget. @ 
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j arter Beats the Devi 
By Glen David Gold * Hyperion 6 if 
© 483 pp. * >° 


she can believably propel her plot 
and her prose style usually man- 
ages under the weight of all the 
adjectives. (Here’s lovely Claire 
meditating in The Fiery Cross 
before doctoring the locals: “I 
never prayed consciously when 
preparing for surgery, but I did 
look for something—something I 
could not describe, but always rec- 
ognized; a certain quietness of 
soul, the detachment of mind in 
which I could balance on the knife 
edge between ruthlessness and 
compassion, at once engaged in 
utmost intimacy with the body 
under my hands and capable of 


destroying what I touche 
name of healing.”) 

So, popular fiction it is. 5! 
airport paperback? Back to g°""" 
fiction, then. I suspect Gaba!’ 
would like nothing better. > 
earn more respect from criti * 
ner more book reviews in the 
mags and climb out of the > 
ripper ghetto without losins 
robust romantic advances. 

Methinks the lady doth p' 
too much. © 
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By Diana Gabaldon * Doub'<° 
Canada * 979 pp. * 55 


TE Storm ‘ 
yorter ventures Into 
os most readers 

ldn’t dare 


ire, the first book from Sebastian 
nger since the enormously 
successful The Perfect Storm, is, 
ke its predecessor, 
single story 
ather a collec- 
of journalistic 
ps he wrote between 
> and 2001. The title reflects the 
that the first two articles deal 
the men and organizations who 
wildfires in the northwestern 
ed States, while the other eight— 
range from the saga of the last 
e harpooner in the Caribbean to 
ys on wartorn areas like Sierra 
ne, Cyprus, Kashmir, Kosovo and 
hanistan—deal with people or 
ntries which are under fire. 

other thread running through 
book is a fascination with danger 
the adrenaline rush of action 
many people, including jour- 
ists, are obsessed with. Junger 


himself admits an addiction to risk- 
ing his life, both in the introduc- 
tion—where he talks about seeing a 
magazine photograph of forest fire- 
fighters taking a break while behind 
them rose a wall of flame 300 feet 
high, and how he tacked it to his wall 
for an entire winter, wanting to share 
something of their awe, their exhaus- 
tion and sense of purpose in his own 
life—and the article “Colter’s Way,” 
in which he discusses a fur trapper 
who constantly puts 
himself into Indian 
territory and com- 
pares it to the way 
modern extreme sport 
enthusiasts take to rock climbing 
without safety ropes and the like. 


The Junger artist 


As a young man, Junger took a job as 
a tree climber for a forestry company, 
hoping it might lead toward the 
more glamourous job of wildfire 
fighter. He credits a near-maiming 
injury—one he knew very well 
would eventually befall him—as well 
as common sense and an urge 
toward self-preservation with divert- 
ing him into writing. Yet even in 
Fire’s final article, on the war in 


SAicl<e 


abastian Junger puts out a Fire 


Afghanistan, he goes to the front- 
lines to get a glimpse of the conflict 
first-hand. He admits there isn’t real- 
ly much information of journalistic 
value there, but he goes anyway. 
When he and his photographer are 
pinned down by shelling, waiting for 
each round to fall, he writes, “There 
was nothing exciting about it, noth- 
ing even abstractly interesting. It was 
purely, exclusively bad.... No matter 
how small the odds were, the idea 
that I could go straight from life into 
nonexistence was almost unbearable; 
it turned each 10-second wait into a 
bizarre exercise in existentialism. 
Bravery—the usual alternative to 
fear—also held no appeal, because 
bravery could get you killed.” 

Yet there he was. He makes no 
claim of heroism. In fact, he states 
quite plainly in “Colter’s Way” that 
heroism is only present in bravery if 
the action is necessary for society. 
Books like this are undoubtedly 
unnecessary too; however they do 
give us greater insight into places 
and events than we would be able to 
obtain for ourselves. That is their 
purpose and their value. The trick 
for the writer is to steer a course 
somewhere between authenticity 
and needless risk. If the writer dies 


Make the at of the Internet. Visit telus.com or call 1-877-310-4NET. 
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while trying to get the story, 
he obviously can’t write it. 
Junger appreciates that bal- 
ance—he’s attracted to danger 
but tries to avoid it if he can. 
It’s seductive, though. A per- 
son who has a narrow escape 
feels more alive; he thinks to 
himself, “I've just come back 
from some other place these 
people don’t know exists.” 
These people, of course, are 
the safe people of the modern 
world—the ones, like me (and, 
hopefully, you), who read 
books like Fire, The Perfect 
Storm and Into Thin Air while 
sitting comfortably in our 
houses, letting writers like 
Junger go out and get the 
story for us to enjoy. This 
probably also tells us some- 
thing about human beings and our 
enjoyment of vicarious thrills. 
Overall, Fire is an interesting 
book. Junger writes with a clear, 
compact style that conveys the 
nature of events without getting 
bogged down in over-description or 
telegraphing and belabouring the 
emotions he wants the reader to 
feel. He presents the facts as they are 
in effective juxtaposition and lets 


the reader figure out their own reac- 
tions to his stories. Fire, being sever- 
al smaller stories instead of one 
large one, probably won't be as pop- 
ular as his previous book, but the 
writing is just as good and the sub- 
jects are certainly as riveting. © 


Fire 
By Sebastian Junger * W.W. Norton & 
Company ® 224 pp. * $35.99 
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The UUs and Castle 


By DAVID DiICENZO 
and JOHN TURNER 


This week, Vue press box fixtures John 
and Dave pray to the hockey gods and 
thank them for a couple of solid Oiler 
performances. Long time coming, fellas. 
Then again, there was a full moon on 
the night Edmonton tied Detroit, But a 
win over the much-hated/much-loved 
Maple Leafs and a good draw with the 
NHL-best Red Wings are reasons to 
party—even if the post-game pyro stuff 
is on the fritz. 


The Only Place Better To 
Watch The dilers? ... SkyReach! 


John: | had a discussion last week 
with a guy in my class about the Oil's 
slump and he said that with games 
against Colorado, Toronto and 
Detroit on tap, he couldn’t see them 
coming out of it any time soon, And 
after their loss to Colorado, | was 
even less optimistic. 

Dave: Dude, after the first few 
minutes of the Avs game, | figured 
Edmonton was in for a bigger collapse 
than friggin’ Enron. 

John: | guess all of us were a bit 
surprised Saturday night, including 
the guys in charge of the pyrotechnics 
at Skyreach. After the win, | sort of 
flinched and braced myself (as | often 
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did in the distant past) for the fire- 
works display, but they sputtered a 
couple of times before they went off. | 
guess they were getting old, ‘cause it 
had been so long since Edmonton last 
won a game. 

Dave: That's hilarious. | know 
exactly what you mean. Normally 
those things make me pee my pants, 
but for some strange reason | was 
ready too. | guess it had been so 
long since they got a big win—sorry, 
Anaheim and Montreal don’t 
count—that | thought, “Hey, let’s 
celebrate.” The fireworks sputtered 
like an Oil power play. 

John: Even though the Oil gave 
up a lot of chances to the Leafs, they 
did play a better game overall and 
scored some goals when they had the 
chance. Salo made a number of huge 
saves to keep Edmonton in the game 
and | guess that’s why he was the sec- 
ond star. By the way, the power play 
even chipped in with a goal, Dave. 

Dave: Okay, okay. And they also 
got one against the Red Wings. Could 
be a turnaround, eh, guy? And it's a 
relief to see Tommy resemble his old 
self because he was looking like 
Tommy Soderstrom for a while there. 

John: I'll be honest, Dave: the win 
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against Toronto didn’t really boost », 
optimism that much. | was stil) abit 
worried about the Detroit Old-timery 
on Monday night. But the oj jumpet 
all over them in the first perigg 
amassing 19 shots on Hasek. Wit) J 
little bit of luck, it could have be. 
0 Edmonton after one, but Hasek ca, 
tainly earned the first star that nigh) 

Dave: Yeah, Dom was freakisi 
After the game, Anson Carter \s, 
talking about how people perceive 
Hasek as lucky, but when he dow 
that shit for years you gotta assum 
it’s not all luck. And hey—it sound 
stupid, but that first period could qi 
a long way even if the Dominaty 
kept it tight. That was the first time| 
saw real heart from everybody ing 
while. And most importantly, they 
stuck it out and kept up the effort 
With three points against two tough 
teams in two games, the Oil have 
something to build on. Whoa—hock. 
ey cliché alert. 

John: The Oil are still making a fey 
mistakes here and there but they're no 
costing them games anymore. 

Dave: Let’s not get ahead of our 
selves, Johnny. 

John: The last win and this tie 
should go a long way to boosting thi 
team’s confidence, and hopefully they 
can put together a bit of a winning 
streak before the Olympic break 

Dave: | figure that good, consis 
tent play is crucial but you can’ 
underestimate the importance of ge 
ting that chemistry back. These 9\)\ 
woulda took a bullet for each others 
while ago but the slump led to finge" 
pointing by the coaches and especia! 
ly the media. | think the five-game 
road trip will give them a chance \ 
bond again. And as far as chemist!) 
goes, a few wins can do a helluva ll 
in that department. © 
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Nguyen’s T-shirt 
designs are anything 
but laughable 


By IOLIANN WILDING | 


asily recognizable logos or cute, 
| ee simply-drawn char- 


acters emblazon most of the 
screen T-shirts you'll see both in 
stores and on your 
friends and passers- 
by. These logos and 
symbols are, almost 
always, placed in a 
panel across the middle of the chest. 
) After a while, all this repetition 
becomes quite a snooze. Often the 
' image itself hardly registers; it’s just 
another screen-T. We've all pur- 
chased or at least responded to such 
screen-Ts before—who doesn’t recog- 
nize the blatant, glaring Ecko rhi- 
noceros, the stylized but overplayed 
creatures of Paul Frank (particularly 
the monkey!) or, even more obvious- 
ly, the Nike swoosh? T-shirts have 
become such a standard element of 
every style of dressing, but finding a 
line that does something subtle and 
interesting is a rare treat. 

Local Edmonton artist John 
Nguyen is providing just that sort of 
treat with his recently launched T- 
Shirt line “ha apparel.” The drawings 
he’s had silk-screened onto fitted T- 
Shirts are intricate, clever and com- 
plex. What at first appears to be cute 
animé characters is actually a scene 
Wepicting tensions between different 
Subcultures; a kitschy comic drawing 
actually reveals itself to be half of a 
two-part story when you turn the T- 
hirt over and look at the back. My 
ersonal favourite of Nguyen’s designs 
one that is yet to appear on a T- 
itt: a scene divided into squares, 
fach square portraying one stage in 
Mie spreading of a rumour, all of them 

fading back to the centre square. 


If-mode man 


ve been drawing pretty much non- 
Stop since kindergarten,” the twen- 
“Ysomething artist explains, “but I 
‘id stop for a couple of years. | was 
Setting into some pretty rough shit 
ra while, but then I decided to turn 
4 life around, and I got right back 
; " Nguyen is soft-spoken 
: hd a little shy, but there's an edge to 
¥™ that tells you straight up that 
v's ‘Sno naive cartoonist; perhaps 


- 


ait 


his years of bad behaviour are exactly 
what influence his gritty, somewhat 
dark portrayals of street culture. 

“T just draw,” he says. “If some- 
thing pops into my imagination, | 
draw it. If I think of some idea, | 
draw it. I guess you could say listen- 
ing to drum 'n’ bass gets me in the 
right creative mode to draw, but | 
don’t draw things that I've necessari- 
ly seen—just what comes into my 
head.” His work for ha apparel bor- 
rows elements from 
japanimation and 
comic strips as well 
as influences from 
underground music cul- 
tures such as hip-hop, drum ‘n’ bass, 
electronica and trance. 

The standout quality of the bulk 
of Nguyen’s drawings (besides the 
rough, street-smart attitude) is his 
attention to minute detail. Preci- 
sion, clean lines and a particular 
decisiveness for shape and angle 
give Nguyen’s work a very clear 
voice—one that’s saying something 
subtle and interesting. Nguyen typi- 
cally draws for six to eight hours a 
day, using pen and ink on paper. 
“My work has meaning,” he says, 
“pecause I do it with my own 
hands, you know? A lot of people 
tell me, ‘You should move into com- 
puters, you know? You get graphics 
done more quickly that way.’ I can’t 
really explain how I feel about that, 
but I don’t want to just move shapes 
around. I want my art to come 
through my hands. Hand-drawn 
screens are in a whole separate cate- 
gory than computer work.” 

The placement of some of his 
images is also what excited me 
about Nguyen’s T-shirts. Each shirt 
has an image on the front as well as 
the back, and while some of them 
are in the centre, there are also a 
few that appeared on the side, run- 
ning vertically from top to bottom 
rather than side to side. 


Hardcore logo 


Presently, Nguyen’s designs are avail- 
able exclusively at Foosh Audio and 
Apparel, and though he’s only doing 
screen-Ts right now, he wants to 
move into cut-and-sew designs as 
well. “I have to learn how to sew 
first!” he laughs. “And figure out 
how to cut patterns and stuff.” By 
taking a close look at the shapes and 
details of the clothes worn by the 
characters in his drawings, I would 


say designing both. guys’ cand girls’ 
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clothing is definitely something 
Nguyen ought to pursue. The logo 
he designed for his line is also 
unique, with its geometric, near- 
symmetrical, eye-catching shapes— 
but one that’s exquisitely simple at 
the same time. “I want everyone to 
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Upper Canada Soap 


7 & Candle Makers 
WAREHOUSE SALE 


soaps ° candles - beauty care 
* bath products - fantastic gift ideas 


Sale Begins Wed., | 
and runs bid ns 14 th- February (18 ) Last Day 


relate to ‘ha,’” he says. “Ha, to me, is 
like having the last laugh, liking 
telling everyone who didn’t think I 
could do this that I’m doing some- 
thing with my life—to have the last 
laugh back in their face, you know? I 
want people to get that and relate to 
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it, and, in a way, live it as a motto. 
‘Ha’ is just a fast way to put it.” © 


Photos: Francis Tétrault 
Model; Tamara 
Agency: Mode Models 
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Badass Jack’s (7 locations in Edmonton 
and area. Call 468-3452 for location near- 
est you, or visit www.badassjacks.com) 


Booster Juice (9 locations in Edmonton 
and area) Come experience a warm, 
upbeat atmosphere with healthy, energiz- 
ing, fantastic tasting smoothies! $ 


Café Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433- 
9702) A wide variety of home-made, 
healthy meals, featuring many selections 
for vegetarians. $ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 St., 
424-0463) Edmonton's only totally vegetari- 
an restaurant. Non-smoking. $-5$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 
50's diner with an abundance of memora- 
bilia, a jukebox playing ‘SOs music and a 
great variety of food. $-$$ 


Turkish Donair and Kebab (10332 
Whyte Ave., 434-6597) $ 


2 (ERIES 
Bagel Bin Bakery & Bistro (#226, 6655- 
178 St., 481-5721) A little piece of Europe in 
the heart of Edmonton. Hearty homemade 
soups, grilled Italian sandwiches, caffe latte 
and cappuccino, fresh crusty breads, bagels, 
luscious pastries and tortes.,, Need we say 
more? $ 


Bagelatté (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, 
Sherwood Park, 417-1911) Specialty bagels 
and cream cheeses made fresh in our bakery. 
Caffe latte, cappuccino, breakfast and deli 
sandwiches, desserts, ice cream. Open 7 days 
a week. Bagels and spreads at Old 
Strathcona Farmers Market on Sat. $ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Offering healthy whole grain bread, cheese- 
bread, half-and-half cakes with strawberry fill- 
ing and Swiss chocolate. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic Wholegrain 
Bakery (6519-111St., 438-0098) Allergy- 
free baking. 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 


5924) Artisan bread shop making pain au 
levain (true French sourdough). $-$$ 
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Bistro Praha (10168-100A St., 424-4218) 
The first European café since 1977 and still 
the only one. $$ 


Bridges pooze leper Ave., 425-0173) Be 
scene! Before the theatre, after the game or 
for an evening of entertainment in itself $$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse 
and eclectic menu in a warm and inviting 
atmosphere. (Check out the full menu at 
cafedeville.com) $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St., 423-0419) 
Offering lunch, dinner and late night dining 
in a relaxed atmosphere for over 14 years. 
French style cuisine, seafood, steaks. $$-55$ 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145-104 
St., 425-1824) Creative, comfortable, 
accommodating. Offering a diverse menu 
of fresh French and Italian food in a warm 
and inviting atmosphere. $-$$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual 
dining in an upscale environment, featuring 
a unique international tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro (Seven 
locations in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one 
of our locations and enjoy a Euro breakfast, 
lunch or sample our huge selection of 
desserts. Daily specials available. Exclusive 
supplier of “Rocky Mountain Roasters” cus- 
tom roasted gourmet coffee. Smoking and 
non-smoking. $ 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. 
Great prices on dishes from around the 
world, $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 
and still the only one. Radegast on tap. 
Only smoking. $$ 


Nina’s (101 39-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live music 
Fridays and Saturdays. $-$$ 


Riverside Bistro (Thornton Court Hotel, 99 
St. and Jasper Ave., 945-4747) Experience 
casual but elegant atmosphere with conti- 
nental flavour and enjoy the most magnifi- 
cent river view. Lunch, dinner, Sunday 
brunch. Reservations recommended. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Best cheesecake in town. A 
quiet and romantic atmosphere; candle- 
light at night to warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman's (#29 Perron St., St. 
Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offering 
appetizers, fresh salads, steaks, seafood, pas- 
tas. Cappucinos, lattes and desserts. $-$5 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, 
health-conscious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom’s Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte 
Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste explosion on 


the other side of the tracks. Let our chefs 
Tom and Christian entertain you for lunch, 
dinner or a late night snack. $-$$ 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) 
Designer sandwiches, latte, cappuccino, 
great coffee, and fabulous desserts by 
Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte (10460- 
82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, 
lunch, or for a latte or cappuccino after a 
night out. Check out our patio for the hot 
summer days. $ 


Bohemia Cyber Café (11012 Jasper Ave., 
429-3442) Comfortable surroundings, 
enjoy our array of productivity and enter- 
tainment software over a chai latte or a 
bowl of Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes 
and crepes. Bakery and pastries. Take out 
catering. Live music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433- 
5138) Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a 
winning medley of culinary delights and 
fresh baked goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428- 
6611) The finest in fusion cooking. Best 
breakfast and lunch buffets in town. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the 
farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily 
specials, European desserts and specialty cof- 
fees in a smoke free environment. $$ 


Café on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 437- 
4858) Open 24 hours on Friday and 
Saturday. Plenty of parking. Breakfast and 
lunch specials. Come and enjoy our quiet 
and friendly atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet 
comfortable atmosphere. lunch, dinner or 
late night snacks. Come for the food, stay 
for the party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482- 
7166) Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, 
fireplace. Light breakfast, lunch or night- 
time snack. $ 


Expressionz Café, Market & Meeting 
Place (9142-118 Ave., 471-9125) 
Homestyle cooking in a friendly and cre- 
ative atmosphere. Live music, artists gift- 
shop, special events. Licensed. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St., 
488-1553) Good home-style cooking in a 
relaxed environment. Smokers always wel- 
come. $ 

Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) 
Fast, fun and for the family. Featuring daily 
breakfast, lunch and dinner buffet and a 
delightful a la carte menu. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211- 
111 St., 433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a 
comfortable atmosphere. Daily liquor and 
food specials. Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


NetWerks Internet / New Media Cafe 
(8128-103 St., 909-5871 Gourmet, fresh 
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sandwiches made to order. Smoking $ 


La Piazza (10458 Whyte Ave., 433-3512) 
Speciality and European coffee, breakfast, 
buns and bagels, homemade soups, sand- 
wiches, bagel melts, lasagna. $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café (11010- 
51 Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, 


- vegetarian menu, sandwiches and soups for 


under $3.99. Fruit and vegetable juice bar. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) 
The original tea café. Huge selection of pre- 
mium loose tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great 
gift ideas, awesome desserts and light lunch- 
es. Non-smoking. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) 
The esoteric and eclectic café. Full espresso 
bar, fresh baking daily. Daily hot specials. 
Live entertainment Friday nights. $-$$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 Jasper Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and 
pastries freshly made at our on-site bakery. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451-1039) 
Come and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble 
Drink in our eclectic atmosphere. Variety 
of specialty coffees, mouthwatering 
desserts, homemade soups and sandwich- 
es made fresh when ordered. Open until 
2 a.m. Mon.-Fri. Smoking. $$ 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
460-8772) Worth the drive to sample some 
of the best jambalaya and gumbo in the 
province. $$ 


* Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 


Funky-style restaurant in an old-style diner 
on Whyte Ave. Smoking. $$ 


Loulsiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cooking 
from the bayou and great atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


ee a 
Barb & Ernie’s (9906-72 Ave., 433-3242) 
One of the best Mom and Pop operations 
in the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 432- 
0335) Rack “em up and chow down, with 
heaps of burgers and mugs of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975-Calgary 
Trail South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cock- 
tails. Upscale dining serving many grilled 
Canadian specialties. Private dining room, 
restaurant, lounge and two outdoor patios 
create Edmonton's most sought-after desti- 
nation. $$$ 


Denny’s (multiple locations) More 

than a great breakfast. Open 24 hours. 
Licensed. $-$$ 

Deviin’s (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now 
serving lunch specials. All soup and sand- 
wich combos for $6.95. Also half price 
happy hour on drinks and food daily. $ 
Fife n’Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 


10646-170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 
454-5503) Best sandwich award winners in 


GOWtOWE 


the Vue Weekly 2000 Golden Fork Aws, 
Non-smoking. $$ © 


The Garage Burger Bar and Griji 
(10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home. 
made burgers with daily lunch specials , 
student-friendly prices. Smoking. $ 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave, 42, 
0993) Wholesome and health-conscio\,- 
Known for their tasty veggie burgers. )\,,, 
smoking. $$ 1 


Keegan's Restaurant (8709-109 s; 
12904-97 St., 439-8934) Open 24 ho,,. 
every day. Breakfast served all day. 
Affordable homestyle meals. $ 


Larry's Café (6, 10015-82 Ave, 4) 4 
6040) Best breakfasts and lunches on ti, 
south side. Cheap prices! Open till 3-35 
p.m. daily. $ 


Loule’s Submarine (8109-104 st. 42 
0897) In-store fresh baked bread. Sou, 
and salads. Catering business and soci3| 
lunches or dinners. $ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 Ay; 
452-9429) Homemade meals. Specializin, 
in traditional English high tea and gourn : 
evening meals. Open till 9 p,m. $$ 


Precinct 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432 
5550) Red eye breakfast, Wednesday 
night, Sunday smorg, homemade cooking 
Licensed, Happy hour, smoking. $ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-1011 St., 423 
3499) Nothing fancy, but sensible home coo 
ing without the frills. Non-snyoking restaurant 
with smoking lounge. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, 
#100, 10130-103 St., 424-8657) Real f 
real fast. Terrific Italian dishes. Soups/sal- 
ads/sandwiches made from scratch. Call 
ahead for reservations. Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's (10505 
82 Ave., 439-8594) We invite you in for 
daily and monthly specials, as well as 
happy hour from 4-8 pm. (www.squire- 
spub.com) $ 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chili Bar 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerc: 
Place, 466-5062) A Canadian fresh food 
company, serving the best soups, stews and 
chilis by Canyon Creek Soup Company. i 
MSG or preservatives. Non-smoking. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) 

Country fresh foods for lunch, dinners 0 
breakfast. Antiques, local arts and craf 
unique gifts to browse around. Breaktas' 
and lunch $; dinner $-$$ Non-smoking 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 A 
432-0480) Over 17 years of operating a 
fine dining establishment in a newly reno 
vated building. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St, 439-3388 
For lunch, dinner or late night fare, exper 
ence wholesome homemade burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 4¢ 
0955) Serves homemade gourmet dishes 
prepared by red seal chefs on site. 
Specializing in prime rib, seafood, pasta 
and stirfries. Non-smoking. $$ 


Empire Building 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
425-6151 
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jot even a root 
-anal keeps our food 
rritic from his duties 


ynad a dilemma recently. Well, two, 
if you count the fact that the Oil- 
ers blew another road game. It was 
Monday night and I 
eeded to finda 
Jace to eat. Quick- 
iy. Tuesday after- 
joon was to include a 
ovely trip to the dentist, a root canal 
wing the featured event on the slate. 
My friends then suggested that I doa 
food column on what you can eat 
fter having a root canal. 
See what happens when you rely 
n beer-drinking hockey fans? 
Actually, it was a pretty good 
idea, so I started to scribble down 
potential items I could eat after the 
yocedure. “Jell-O,” someone sug- 
ests. “Liquor,” says another. “Jell-O 
hots,” screams a third. Creative 
bunch, eh? One friend confirmed 
js lunacy by chiming in with “dry 
tibs,” while Martin suggested 
oost~you know, that meal supple- 
Ment stuff. But then he adds, “It’s 
better to die than drink Boost for a 
week,” so I decide to pass on that 
idea. | add pudding to the list (in 
fact, when J] own a restaurant some- 
day, there will definitely be pudding 
the menu) and one friend tells 


omfortably numb a: 


me that I can get some at Zodiac 
down on 63 Ave. That's perfect. 

I have the work done in the after- 
noon (it was considerably less 
painful than I thought, if you don’t 
count the tab when you don’t have 
dental coverage) and I drive straight 
out to Zodiac. Dr. Baergen told me to 
wait until the freezing was done 
before I ate, but hey, if I hadda lis- 
tened to dentists in the first place, I 

wouldn’t have needed a 

root canal. So I grab 

a seat at the diner- 

style Canadian/Chi- 

nese restaurant and start 

out with one of my friends’ better 

suggestions—liquor. The waitress 

brings over a beer and we have a 

bonding moment when | explain to 

her where I just was. She tells me she 

hates going to the dentist and I total- 

ly understand—though in all fair- 

ness, Dr. Baergen is much better than 

the butcher back in Hamilton who 
scarred me emotionally for years. 


Drool intentions 


My beer is going down just fine. I do 
feel like I’m drooling all over the place 
and I have to be really sure my barley 
app doesn’t spill out the sides of my 
mouth. But now comes the real test. 
Courageously, I order the pork chops 
(because pudding is included in the 
price of the entrée). This worried me 
initially, but I knew the gravy on top 
would soften the chops up. The veg- 
etables were mercifully mushy and I 


Aso 
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went with steamed rice instead of 
French fries (healthier and less inva- 
sive). Oh, I had some beef noodle 
soup, too. But none of these things 
really hurt the tooth. Heat, cold—it all 
felt the same on the left side of my 
mouth, though there was a party 
going on over to the right. 

Of course, best of all was the pud- 
ding. Sure, my heart skipped a beat 
when the waitress told me there was 
no chocolate, but it wasn’t a huge 
deal. The vanilla was just fine. It was 
the weirdest thing—the pudding had 
been in the refrigerator and it was 
super-cold. Like I said before, I could 
only feel and taste on the right side 
of my mouth, so as I slugged back 
the creamy dessert it felt like there 
was a cool, refreshing thing happen- 
ing in one area of my mouth, while 
the other side was oblivious to it all. 

Later that night, things got a lit- 
tle hairy as the freezing wore off. | 
managed to down a slice of cold 
pizza, a tomato salad I made (with 
onions, feta cheese and kalamata 
olives) and a couple spoonfuls of 
Nutella, but it was starting to hurt. 

I was impressed with my pain tol- 
erance. It didn’t exactly equate to play- 
ing Game Seven for the Cup on a 
broken leg, but hey, cut me some slack. 
Have someone dig out holes in your 
tooth for two hours, then dish out a 
big, unexpected chunk of change for it, 
and see how you like it. © 


S355 a 


10412-63 Ave ° 435-5153 


KOREAN 
GINSENG 


Rt RESTAURANT 


9261-34 Avenue 11:30 am - 10 pm 
450-3330 Weekend Reservations Recommended 


BEST KOREAN FOOD 
IN EDMONTON 


¢ SPECIAL,LUNCH BUFFET - 


25 DIEFERENT DISHES OFFERED 
MON - PRI / $9.95 
SAT, SUN; & HOLIDAYS / $12.95 
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 


¢ EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFET « 


50 DIFFERENT DISHES OFFERED 
EVERYDAY 5:00 PM / $16.95 


» LICENSED « 

* RELAXING ATMOSPHERE ° 
¢ FINE SERVICE « 
» NO|SMOKING - 


$3 OFF LUNCH: BUFFET WITH THIS AD 
VALID SAT, SUN, & HOLIDAYS exp res 28 
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"Meet your mate" 
ICs easy to Oo! 


Get Smitten i 
February 14th 
For details call 454-9928 
11606 
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AT 7Pm - INDUSTRY MIGHT 

EVERY TUESDAY FIGHT 
CeLtic MiGHT, 

w/ SHANNON | OHMSOM ano Frienos 


CHECK OUT THE BEST inisH Happy Hour in EDmonton 


WEEKDAYS 3-7PM 
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sereeicetatetete beter’ et ete! | 
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Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION # CORPORATE 


RATES * FOLD-DOWN TABLES ¢ LAPTOP PLUG-INS # CAR RENTAL 
Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


revdoarrow metor coach 


Reservations / information 1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.pwt.ca 

WUEWEEKLY: 

i uf win eee : = 
g fy : a 


Pere 


Hotel Chain 


Fort Inn & 
10041106 St. a2a1B26 Suite Hotel 


4-800-267-2194 [FORT SASKATCHEWAN 1-877-998-7493 


- 2 


“Canada 


cana Minutes to West 
oe Edmonton Mall 


1-800-556-4156 


Downtown Edmonton 
Complimentary Parking 
In-room coffeemaker with complimentary coffee 


Toll-free 1-800-613-7043 


ian 
AAS ARNIS: 


MOTOR INN 


Across from Yellowhead 
Casino and Costco 


15004 Yellowhead Trail 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428-0584) 
Great food, great service and great non- 
smoking atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House 
(10212-96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ rollers 
choice. Try a spicy long donut with rice roll 
or a curried chicken platter, washed down 
with a fine sago concoction. Smoking. $ 


Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 424- 
6197) “A Mongolian food experience.” 
Soon opening dinner café. $ 


Man’s Café (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) 
A super stop for a variety of tasty treats. 
Make sure to try the Oriental stirfry. 
Smoking. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428- 
3388) The classiest Chinese restaurant in 
Edmonton. Smoking. $$ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422- 
6862) The best dim sum in Edmonton. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 Ave., 
487-6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cui- 
sine. Rice and noodle dishes, meat entrées, 
appetizers, desserts. $$ 


Kian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484- 
8883) Delicious selection of authentic 
Szechuan dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 


CONTINENTAL of 
Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-1111 St., 
424-6182) Wide selection of dishes from 
kiwi mussels to blackened catfish or mini 
rack of lamb. $$ 


David's (8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on the 
south of the town. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Franklin’s Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) 
All-day breakfast and a great selection of all 
your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 
1709) 20 years old but under new man- 
agement. Also lounge and games room. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$3. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, 
extensive menu for lunch and dinner, best 
Sunday brunch. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century old 
fieldstone walls create a cozy atmosphere in 
which to enjoy a variety of dishes or relax dur- 
ing happy hour 4-6 p.m. Smoking. $$-$$$ 
Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St.,421-1326) 
Whether you like succulent steak, decadent 
eggs Benedict in the morning or late night 
chicken wings, the Sidetrack Café kitchen will 
do it for you. Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 
Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) 
Enjoy a fine dining experience with gour- 
met dishes prepared by our award-winning 
chefs. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433- 


Riverside 
Bistro 


4202) Continental-style bistro with good 
variety of dishes and pizza, stirfries, pasta 
and more. Non-smoking. $$ 


Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 430- 
8267) Try the best East India has to offer. $-$$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of this 
world. Designed to capture the excitement 
and glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining rooms. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 433-3804) Cooking at its best from the 
subcontinent with a great panoramic river 
valley view. Smoking. No minors. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada 
Place (Food Court), 425-0193) Veg and non- 
veg curries with choice herbs, the secret to 
the intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine in 
an elegant yet comfortable atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Madison’s Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 
building; upscale regional cuisine with a 
European influence. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 
Ave., 455-7677) Try Russian dishes like 
borscht and meat dumplings in the warm 
atmosphere and listen to Russian music. 
Non-smoking. Lunch $. Dinner $$. 


The Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Romantic, quiet restaurant 
in the heart of downtown, Best cheesecake 
in town. European and Ukrainian cuisine. 
Palm readings daily. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A 
rare establishment where the alchemy of 
the surroundings, food, drink and service 


combine to create something approaching 
the art of living well. $$$ 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Fine French cuisine. Entertainment on 
Friday and Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420-6656) 
Award-winning Edmonton institution with- 
out haute price. Non-smoking. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416-82 Ave., 437- 
4239) Come and try our traditional French 
cuisine at an affordable price in a unique 

setting. Patio now open. Non-smoking. $$ 


Normand’s (11639A Jasper Ave., 482- 
2600) Whether you're craving a wild mush- 
room soup or have an appetite for wild 
game, we can fill your needs. It’s a country- 
French fare with an Alberta accent. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Sunday Brunch On Now 


11 am - 2 pm «A la Carte * Complimentary Valet Parking 
‘ : it ns Res nended eT 3 
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99th Street & Jasper Ave 
945°4747 


Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fainya, Dr. tvs 
St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton's finest Gro,’ 
restaurant. Open for dinner at 5 p.m, rT 


It’s All Greek to Me (10127-1004 

Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious ;,... 
pita with fine Greek wines. Beautiful c,... 
atmosphere. Smoking. $$ = 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-1245; . 
to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The mo. 
authentic Greek food in Edmonton, ,,,. 
pared by the original Yianni himsel; 
Smoking. $$ 

Symposium on Whyte (10439.) , 
2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative Gren, 
cuisine in a beautiful open setting oy. 
looking Whyte Ave. Non-smoking, : 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 

(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the ces 
islands in Edmonton. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444. 
Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek food 
belly dancing, and the friendly staf 


a fun and boisterous atmosphere. Non. 
smoking. $$ 


Ceili’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A grea 
variety of pub food and drinks. Smoking 
$-$5 

The Druld (11606 Jasper Ave,, 454-992) 
The best pub food, drinks and Industry night 
in Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrées 
and daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-55 


O'Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave 
414-6766) We serve a variety of pub food 
all hand-made with care and pride. From 
our homemade fish ‘n’ chips to our near- 
famous Irish breakfast. Our menu change: 
daily, so please come in and indulge in the 
experience. Smoking. $-$$ 


Scruffy Murphy’s Irish Pub (Whitemud 
Crossing, 4211-106 St., 485-1717) 
Traditional Irish fare plus pub favourites 
Half-price appetizers during happy hour 
Smoking. $-$$ 


Bruno’s Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Av 
433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton's best 
kept secrets. Smoking. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice backdroy 
in establishment offering the best pasta 
selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 Si 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restaurant of 
campus. Non-smoking. $ 


Frank’s Place-Pacific Fish (10020-1014 
Ave., 422-0282) Situated half a block trom 
Churchill Square and surmmer festival {un 
An extensive Italian and seafood menu and 
friendly efficient service ensure a return 
visit. Smoking. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (101 30-107 st 
426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a song, '° 
turing Giovanni himself when he bre 
into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Av< 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas suc"'® 
fettuccine Alfredo to dishes such as ste! 
Diane. Non-smoking.$$ 


Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. Abe" 
Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious ho’ 
made Italian food $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220 ig 
St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of spay" 
served with our patented thick, tasty °° 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Pappa‘s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A i" 
Italian family restaurant. Non-smoking. >? 


Il Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with es 
imaginative dishes. Non-smoking. 55° 
Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-096" 
the heart of Little Italy, serves delicious. 
authentic Italian fare. Non-smoking. $ 
Sorrentino’s Avenue (10612 
Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authenix i 
Italian cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, P 
calzones, pasta, sandwiches and entre 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


That's Aroma (11010-101 St., 425-7>” 
The garlic specialists, offering fine !t 
cuisine. $$ 
Tin Pan Pasta House & Wine!) 
(4804 pier oie or 
day, party by ni imonton's hot’ 
es restaurant for delicious and affor* 
pasta. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


EKLY 


1730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
71 Rome barbecue chicken and 1ibs with 
of food on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 
4 Ast (10117-101 St. 425- 
151) edie = Italian food in an inti- 


atmosphere. Dinner or drinks, 
‘ weekend. 


every 
‘ peichalt ples Non-smoking. $ 


vasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) Cozy 

taurant featuring a choice selection of 
sais from the Land of the Rising Sun. 

Yon-smoking. $$ 

p-a-Bite (10351 Whyte Ave., 433- 


3 perfect spot for either a quick 
DP an oleate Rs dining. A varied selec- 
nn of Chinese, Japanese and Vietnamese 
shes. Non-smoking. $$ 

do (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The 
Hest japanese restaurant in Edmonton for 
good reason. Non-smoking. $ 


gano japanese Culsine (10080-178 
4 487-8900) Authentic Japanese food. 
densive menu choices from sushi toi pan 
fied dumplings and teriyaki beef or chick- 

|. Open for lunch and dinner. $$ 


iparalso Latin Canadian Club 
§710816-95 St., 425-5338) Great Latino 

od! Great Latino music! Open Thursday, 
iday and Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 3 
m.. Free tango lessons on Thursdays. $ 


, en Restaurant (7018-109 St., 436- 
080) Multiple-award winning restaurant and 
u. Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in 
elegant atmosphere. Large extensive wine 
with rare Lebanese and French classics. 
leservations recommended. $$-$$$ 


alentino’s Restaurant (Bourbon Street, 

Vest Edrnonton Mall, 444-3344) 

lentino’s offers great food. Steaks, gour- 

Met pizzas and pasta, with a touch o 
editerranean cuisine. Smoking and non- 

King. $$-5$$ 


lo’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 
Barty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, 
irfect for your next fiesta. Non-smoking. $ 


ES 


Main Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 

#12) Quality French breads and pastries. 
N50 serving sandwiches, quiches and spe- 
ity coffee. Non-smoking. $ 


mky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 10835- 
per Ave., 17104-90 Ave., 433- 
UNK(3863)) Best Pizza, Edmonton Journal 

mer Reader Survey, 1996-99; Golden 
Award, 1999-2000; Edmonton Journal 
ur-star rating. $ 


Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s 
. 2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 
~1234) “More than worth the trip.” 

‘ood Park's best pizza for over 15 
s. Unbelievable daily specials to com- 
ement our full menu! $-$$ 


ten Plaza (8424-109 St., 430- 

Mul winning. Same 

Manly since 1986. Serving up 

> 5 finest pizza, Lebanese salad 
Udonairs. $-$§ 


os Plaza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 
d-famous pizza since 1970. Made with 


Extensive menu selection. 14 different 
types of beer brewed on site, Brewery tours 
available. Smoking. $$ - 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St. & 
Whyte Ave.;: Eaton Centre, 3rd Level; West 
Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) Your com- 
fort spot, with a great selection of British 
favourites—appetizers, burgers, salads and of 
course the finest British and Canadian beer and 
single-malt Scotch. Smoking in the lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield Inn 
& Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after- 
hours entertainment. ’60s-’80s music at its 
very best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 424- 
7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ 
single-malt Scotch collection, evening steak 
sandwich specials and selection of craft 
beers all in an environment conducive to 
relaxation! Non-smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan’s Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 
421-4446) Great food, large servings and 
value for your money. Smoking. $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) 
Great, eclectic pub fare. Sandwiches, wings, 
appetizers. $ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 
Ave., 471-3526) Edmonton’s only 
Caribbean and continental sports bar. 
Featuring 11 flavours of wings and the best 
jerk chicken in the city. Daily specials. Sun, 
Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; Wed: karaoke; 
Fri: Caribbean Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465- 
7931) Our comfortable pub offers darts, 
pool tables coupled with a cozy fireplace 
in a relaxing setting. Sunday we offer 
happy hour all day, plus free pool. Non- 
smoking restaurant, smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (1001 2- 
101A Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 
5004-98 Ave.) For a taste of the good old 
times, come on in and try our British and 
continental menu. Recently revised with 
nearly 20 new dishes, we'll have something 
to tempt your tastebuds! Daily specials also 
offered. $-$$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 Ave., 
433-7800) We are open for lunch and din- 

ner and fun all the time. Pizza is our special- 
ty. Prices and fun can’t be beat! Smoking. $ 


Yabbo’s Boneyard/ The Library 
(11113-87 Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty is 
Saturday and Sunday brunch. We're open 
for lunch, dinner and after work, to unwind 
and have fun. Smoking.$ 


< a : 
Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433- 
0091; 5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) 
Our chefs prepare the freshest seafood in 
town. Lunch and dinner seven days a week. 
Patio, licensed. $$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen’s Grotto (9624-76 
Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish and 
seafood, featuring the seafood lover's feast 
for two. Brunch, lunch and dinner. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 


PLUS ... CHECK OUT OUR BOOTH AT THE SEX SHOW FOR 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A SKI TRIP FOR TWO To 


if t 
abou seme 
ahal’s apie" 
“Lig eet 


TO ENTER JUST BE ONE OF THE FIRST 5 PEOPLE TO OUR 
OFFICES ON FRIDAY, FEB 1 @ 10303 - 108 ST. 


ean) 


La Tapa Restaurante & Tapa Bar 
(10523-99 Ave., 424-8272) The only Tapa 
bar in Edmonton! Delicious cuisine from 
Spain in a casual atmosphere. Specializing 
in paella and sangria, 24 tapas available. 
Great menu. The only place to go for a 
taste of Spain. Smoking in the basement 
lounge. $$ 
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STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St., 429-3055) One 
block north of the Legislative Building, this 
contemporary restaurant specializes in 
Alberta beef and seafood. Other choices 
include pasta dishes, lamb, buffalo, veal and 
fresh fish. The wine list offers a fine selection 
of wines by the glass or bottle. $$$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 
Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and 
great seafood too. Smoking. $$$ 


gee : 
Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) Great 
steaks in a great atmosphere. Non-smok- 
ing. $$-$S$ 

Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) The 


Beefeater’s steakhouse. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$-$$$ 


BanThal (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Awarded certificate of authenticity by the 
Royal Thai Government with an atmosphere 
to match. Non-smoking. $$ 


Bua Thal Restaurant (10049-113 St., 
482-2277) Thailand's distinct authentic cui- 
sine of the new stylish restaurant in down- 
town Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and f (8208-107 St., 433-2222) 
The King is back! Amazing selection of 
dishes-spicy and flavourful. Good enough 
for the Rolling Stones. Non-smoking. $5$ 


Krua Wilai Thal Restaurant (Sterling 
Pl., 9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks 
from Bangkok offer you the best and most 
authentic Thai food in Edmonton. 
Vegetarian menu available. Smoking. $$ 


MONDAYS 


OPEN STAGE HOSTED BY 


CHRIS 
WYNTERS 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 St., 454-7880) 
Pyrogies and cabbage rolls just like Baba 
used to make. Non-smoking. $ 


Max’s Light Cuisine (7809-109 St., 432- 
6241) Great vegetarian dishes including deli- 
cious vegan entreés and desserts. $ 


NO NAME 
THURSDAYS 


BIG ROCK PINTS $3 
THE LEGEND IS GROWING! 


SS — 


PY HOUR 
 MON-FRI31°7 
| GREAT DRINK SPECIALS 


Bach Dang (7908-109 St., 448-0288) 
Vietnamese noodle house. Non-smoking. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 
448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a 
family-oriented environment. $ 
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Figuring out a ski trip? 
Use your Okanagan 


Big White/Silver Star 
may be the Cadillac 
of ski resorts 


By COLIN CATHREA — 


ant to ski for a few days in 
the Okanagan Valley? The 
only thing standing in your 


way is the cost and the 2,000 kilome- 
tres that lie between there and here. 
So you have a decision to make 
between a long drive that will cost 
you a few hundred bucks and a cou- 
ple of frayed nerves, and a flight on a 
discount airline that will get you 
there in about three hours (with a 
stop in Calgary). The Westjet fare to 
the Okanagan is $1,858 for two 
adults and one child—but remember 
that this price includes lifts. (You 
should also be 

aware that the 

departure date 

must be Tuesday 

or Wednesday; 

weekends are more 

expensive.) The 

most inexpensive 

accommodations | 

found at Central Reservations for 
three humble mortals at Big White 
were $535. So let’s total things up: 
that's $2,400 for three people to ski 
for four days! If you’re planning on 
eating, your meals will increase that 
sum—but who needs nourishment 
when you're having so much fun? 
[Hey—that almost rhymes! —Ed.] 

Big White has always lived up to 
its name, and this area just keeps get- 
ting bigger, if not whiter. They are 
now the prowd owners of Silver Star 
Resort just down the valley above 


Vernon. It’s not a done deal, but the 
official announcement is expected 
very soon. I’ve always called Silver 
Star the most family-friendly resort 
anywhere, and that opinion was only 
strengthened after the area manager 
recently took me on a tour to show 


Prime 
10té 


a 


me the many improvements it’s 
undergone, including an expansion 
to the entire backside of the moun- 
tain. It’s large and fun, but I find the 
front side is better for staying with 
friends and having a great 
skiing/boarding day. The resort itself 
looks like Aspen SO years ago, except 
the buildings are new, while the vil- 
lage remains an incredible place to 
take the family or a group of friends, 
as you can rent any number of con- 
dos or stay in the main street area, 
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Silver Star takes home 
the gold 


With over 3,000 skiable acres and a 
“customer first” philosophy, Silver 
Star enjoys the highest visitor-return 
rate of any moun- 


America. They 
also have plenty 
of other accolades 
to boast about: 
they were named 
one of the world’s 
top three ski areas 
(Canadian magazine), Mountain 
Resort of the Year for 1999 (B.C. 
Alpine Ski Association) and one of 
the top three resorts for cross-coun- 
try skiing in North America (Snow 
Country magazine), besides winning 
six Ski Canada awards, including 
Best Weather, Best Family Skiing 
and Best Village Base. 

For the snowboarders and fringe 
skiers out there, Silver Star has an 
awesome terrain park as well, full of 
spines, quarter-pipes, tabletops and 
jibs combined with two terrifying 
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By HART GOLBECK 


| White blanket 


All the resorts in the Rockies received 
huge snowfalls over the weekend. 
Resort operators were ecstatic from the 
southern slopes of Castle Mountain and 
Fernie up to Marmot Basin as great ski 
conditions went up another notch. Fer- 
nie alone got 72 centimetres in a cou- 
ple of days, forcing the closure of two 
chairs for avalanche control. With 
record attendance at many slopes, this 
is shaping up to be an awesome year. 


Taxi driver 


Kimberley and Fernie have come up 
with a deal aimed at those of you who 
are short on time but big on bucks: 
helicopter rides between the two 
resorts so that you can ski both of them 
in one day. The heli-taxi can pick you 
up and drop you off at the Calgary and 
Cranbrook airports as well. Rates start 
as low a as 5 $70, but | was afraid to ask 


what they went up to. If you're brave; 
than | am, call (250) 427-4881 oy «. 
mail info@skikimberley.com. 


April fuel 


Whistler is hosting another festival this 
spring: the WSSF 2002 will take Place 
from April 12 to 21. That's 10 days of 
excitement, including Big Air, 
Freeride, concerts and the Vert Zone, 
A pro photographer search will be 
part of the action as well, for any of 
you good with a camera. 


Créme de la Cram 


Ron Cram is on a streak and he’s not 
about to stop. In 1992 the Colorado 
skier decided since he loved skiing so 
much he was going to ski every week of 
the year. He did this for 91 weeks 
straight until August of 1994, when he 
hiked up to one of favourite chutes and 
the snow was gone. So was the 
record—but he did find some snow later 
that month, so at least he was able to 
keep a monthly ski record alive. Cram is 
still going strong, having just notched 
his 112th month running. The tireless 
skier has occasionally been forced to 
take the odd helicopter ride to keep the 
streak going but he says he much 
prefers the cheaper mid-summer hikes 
looking for some remnants of snow on 
which he can get in his turns. © 


half-pipes. You can ski or board at 
night until 9 p.m. Putnam Creek is 
also a prime haven for snowboarders, 
stuffed with steep, fluffy, fun and 
sometimes ominous-looking runs. 
Catch this terrain on a powder day 
and you'll never want to leave. But if 
you do make your exit, be sure you 
head down the valley to Big White. 


Pappy together 


Big White is the “grandpappy” of the 
Okanagan. It is a big mountain—not 
abrupt and ominous like the Rockies, 
but big, fat and bold, populated with 
its famous “snow ghosts,” small pine 


trees that are completely covered with 
snow. The best thing about it, howev- 
er, is the consistency of its snow; very 
rarely does it suffer a marginal year 
There are a huge number of rooms 
available, and even at regular rates 
they are now fully booked until mid 
March. Why? It’s a great resort, thats 
why. Put in a little groundwork 
though, and you can find excellent 
accommodations if you're willing te 
sacrifice a little privacy: there are tw” 
hostels at Big White, and one at Silver 
Star. $15 gets you a room with seve"! 
others; spend $25 and you only have 
to put up with two. Now go shred 
some new verts, O 
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By HART GOLBECK 
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panhandle your way to 
the slopes 
canadian skiers and boarders looking 
yy a little American flair have always 
flocked to Schweitzer Mountain, It's 
iocated in the panhandle of Idaho, 
just 15 kilometres up the hill from 
andpoint. The easiest way to get 
there is to head for Cranbrook, B.C. 
and go south on Highway 95 through 
the Kingsgate border crossing. 
Schweitzer has an average annual 
snowfall of 750 centimetres and 
‘there's no sign of that total taking a 
dip this season as steady dumps have 
Jaid down a base in excess of 250 
> centimetres already. One high-speed 
quad, four double chairs, two handle 


tows and a high-speed six-pack nick- 
named “Stella” service 59 runs on 
2,500 skiable acres of terrain. Stella, 
the only six-person chair within driv- 
ing distance from Edmonton, can 
really move snow enthusiasts up the 
slope in a hurry. With a ride time of 
five and a half minutes, it can trans- 
port up to 2,000 skiers per hour 1.6 
kilometres up the slope. 

For boarders and free-skiers, 
Schweitzer offers a unique terrain park 
with its own lift, lights, music and 
food outlet. There are five jumps with 
a variety of take-offs, four rails and a 
log slide course consisting of nine dif- 
ferent logs in a row. 

The mountain terrain is incredible 
as well, with massive bowls, great 
glades and a whole slew of groomed 
cruiser runs. Schweitzer prides itself 


By RICK OVERWATER 


Taking one for the team 


The January 18 announcement of the 

‘official Canadian Olympic snowboard 

“team roster was accompanied by more 

than a little controversy. For one thing, 

there's no Women’s Alpine team in the 
upcoming Olympics. Despite the fact 
that Melissa Barclay and Helene 

Clouthier landed in the top 35 by 

November 1 last year—thus qualifying 

them for an Olympic start position 

according to the Fis—the Canadian 

Olympic Association is refusing to send 

em because its rules state that you 

need two top-16 finishes. “We're cur- 
fently appealing that,” says Calgary- 
based CSF representative J.S. Bidal. 

The CSF’s reasoning, Bidal says, is 

That if our athletes meet the standards 

Set outside of Canada, it makes little 

ense for our own officials to be the 

enes to snuff out the hopes of Canadi- 
an athletes, Fortunately, one weapon 
the CSF arsenal is the fact that the 
figure skating duo Bourne and Kraatz 

Were faced with a similar dilemma in 

the 94 Olympics. They won their 

ppeal based on the fact that it would 

Greatly enhance their development 

and make them contenders in the 

next Olympics. “We're saying that 

Barclay and Clouthier] are already 

ontenders as it stands,” says Bidal. 

_,. Al this point, it’s old news that the 
5, the competitive skiing body that 
as Se wisely handed control of 

pic snowboarding prior to the ‘98 

Pics, decided to limit Women’s 

slipipe to 20 spots as opposed to the 

> in other events. This policy may 
kept Canadians Maelle Ricker, Lori 
and Dominique Vallee—who 

“T=Atly Occupy the third, ninth, and 

»* Spots, respectively, in the world 

/%95—from getting their shot at a 
reported in an earlier col- 


ready k 


down the one Canadian spot in 
Women’s Halfpipe. 

Competition was fierce, but at least 
no one’s upset with the makeup of the 
men’s rosters. The Parallel Giant Slalom 
team consists of Jasey Jay Anderson, 
Jerome Sylvester, Mark Fawcett and 
Ryan Wedding. The four riders who will 
be hitting the Salt Lake halfpipe are 


* Brett Carpentier, Guillaume Morisset, 


Mike Michalchuk and Daniel Migneault. 

Some of those names should be 
no surprise. Anderson was the overall 
Alpine FIS champion for the 2000- 
2001 season and currently sits third in 
the world rankings. Fawcett was tout- 
ed as one of our best snowboard 
medal hopefuls in the ‘98 Olympics 
and was the GS leader (the GS has 
now been replaced with the much 
more TV-friendly PGS) until faulty 
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~ Check ovt how good i+ is at 4 
Just 2 1/2 hours south of Calgary. Talk 


on its family-friendly reputation and 
offers many programs catering to the 
younger crowd. Three- to six-year-olds 
can hang out in an all-day Kinder 
Kamp and for the six- to eleven-year- 
olds there’s Mogul Mice ski camps. 

If you'd like your trip to 
Schweitzer to coincide with an event, 
mark the March 1-3 weekend on your 
calendar. The fun begins with “Chicks 
on Sticks,” an all-inclusive one-day 
camp for ladies of all skiing and 
boarding skill levels. It includes an 
entire day of instruction, food and 
fun. Meanwhile, an outrageous air 
competition will be taking place both 
Friday and Saturday. 


Sel high 


The choice place to stay on the hill is 
the Selkirk Lodge. There are many 
other places farther down the moun- 
tain, but for first tracks of the day, the 
Selkirk Lodge is definitely the place to 
stay. It’s got underground parking as 
well as hot tubs, a heated outdoor pool 
and a cozy fireplace to relax by. For 
food, there’s the Chimney Rock Grill, 


equipment gave out on him. 

Calgary's Mike Michalchuk also is 
a ‘98 Nagano veteran. Since then, he’s 
been plagued by injuries and personal 
problems that have kept him off the 
podium but not entirely out of the 
pipe. As time goes on, his riding has 
become increasingly consistent, earn- 
ing him a heavily vied-for spot. 

Darren Chalmers, another Alpine 
rider at Nagano, met the FIS criteria— 
the international standards necessary 
to attend the Olympics—but can’t hit 
Salt Lake because the four allowable 
berths are already filled. Curiously 
enough, Chalmers placed 16th, 10 
spots ahead of Anderson, in the GS in 
Sestrieres, Italy, on January 19. And 
that's just one of many examples of 
the neck-and-neck race between 
Canucks for a shot at the Olympics. 

Halfpipe killer Trevor Andrew also 
met FIS criteria, as did David Melan- 
con, but again, there’s no room on 
the Olympic team for them. Perhaps 
they can take consolation in the fact 
that Salt Lake could possibly be the 
worst place for a post-podium cele- 
bration party ever. O 
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with its micro brew, wide expanse of 
dishes and many daily specials like free 
nachos and huge litre margaritas. Taps 
Bar, above the daylodge, serves 24 
types of brew and offers live music too. 

Just a little northwest of Schweitzer 
(about 50 miles north of Spokane) is a 
lesser-known resort called 49 Degrees 
North. It only operates five days a 
week, Friday to Tuesday, but it too has 
an abundance of snow this winter. In 
fact, they claim that their snow condi- 
tions make it feel like skiing through 
grandma’s featherbed. 


7210 - 82 Ave © Ph: 469-1502 © Fax: 469-1745 
www.stratotech.ca 


Even though both of these resorts 
offer great ski conditions, they do have 
One significant drawback: the almighty 
U.S. dollar is making it extremely diffi- 
cult to justify the cost of visiting them. 
But if you're loaded and you want to 
try something different, these two 
would be a great choice. Try telling 
them you’re a poor Canuck—they 
used to take Canadian bucks at par 
once upon a time, but that was when 
our dollar was hovering near 80 cents, 
For more information, call Schweitzer 
at 1-800-831-8810. 0 
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WEEKLY 


OFFER YOU A CHANCE TO 
WIN ATRIP FOR TWO TO 


Includes 2 nights at the PINE 
INN and 2 days lift passes for 2 


To Win just tear out the entry 
form below and enter at 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S 


Whitemud Crossing Location 485-1717 
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SNOWBOARDS 


Local 

Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, 5cm af new snow, All lifts and runs open 
Sunridge - Check out www.sunridgeskiarea.com on the web. 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, 5cm of new snow, All lifts open 


Alberta 


Sunshine - 190cm base, 79cm of new snow, 12/12 lifts, 92/92 runs open See we told you winter's not over. 
Silver Summit - 60cm base, Excellent skiiing, machine groomed 

Lake Louise - 154cm base, 72cm of new snow, All lifts and 100+ runs open Everythings on sale now! 
Fortress - 165cm base, 98cm of new snow, All lifts and 47/47 runs } 
Marmot/Jasper - 150cm base, 21cm of new snow, 6/8 lifts, 74/75 of runs open 
Nakiska - 160cm base, 97cm of new snow § 4/5 lifts 32/32 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 180cm base, 80cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts 26/28 runs open 
Castle Mt. - 270cm base, 130cm of new snow, 5/5 lifts 57/59 runs open 


B.C. 

Silver Star - 206cm base, 30cm new snow, 6/7 lifts and 102 runs open 

Big White - 248cm base, 38cm of new snow,112/112 runs, 12/13 lifts open 

Apex - 163cm base, 10cm of new snow, 3/5 lifts, 60/60 runs open 413-4554 ¢ 4211-106St ° www.theeasynidercom 
Sun Peaks - 148cm base, 21 cm of new snow, 95/95 runs, 6 lifts open 

Fernie - 267cm base, 102cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts, 106/106 runs 

Kimberley - 115cm base, 61cm of new snow, 6/7 lifts, 67/67 runs open s 

Panorama - 800cm total snowfall, 57cm of new snow, 10/10 lifts 100+ trails open S k 1 the a ale) rama 
Fairmont - 8cm of new snow, All lifts open n e W : 5 

Kicking Horse - 176cm base, 66cm of new snow, 60/64 runs open mountain vi Llage 
Red Mt. - 212cm base, 14cm of new snow, 83/83 runs, 4/5 lifts open 
Whitewater/Nelson - 249cm base, 12cm of new snow, All lifts open 
Powder Springs - 220cm base, 40cm of new snow 


U.S.A. 

Big Sky - 84 inches base, 3 inches of new snow, 17/17 lifts 

Mt Spokane - 70 inches base, 4 inches.of new snow, 80% of lifts, 44 trails open 

Silver Mountain - 134 inches base, 16 inches of new snow, 100% of lifts, 50+ trails open 
Lookout Pass - 106 inches base, 6 inches of new snow, All lifts and trails open 
Schweitzer - 81 inches base, 0 inches of new snow, 59 trails and 100% lifts open 

49 north - 72 inches base, 0 inches of new snow, 100% of trails, 3 of lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Jan 30, 2002 


FASY RIDER, oy ia 


Ce) me) W B @ A R D S www.TheFasyRider.com 


‘TAYNTON BOWL 
be GG = Ski tewpanorama , | 


2 nights Gold level studio condo with 
unlimited skiing during your sty. Double 
occupancy. Kids under § ski&estay FREB! 


5 nights Silver level 1 bdrm condo with 
onlimited skiing. Sunday arrival 
Fall access fo Hot Pools. 


179/unlimited skiing 


3 nights bronze Level hotel roam with 
unlignited skiing. Double Ocsupancy. 


Adjacent to bars & restaurants. *% 
oer achat 


Direct Reservations :° 


1-800-663-2929 
skipanorama.com === 


INTRi AWES® 
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Supporting 284 art groups 


For grant information, call 1-800-398-1141 


AS SEEN BY 


‘= du Maurier Arts 
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Nae 


WEST EDMONTON _MALL ° 


Bo AES 


BIG TIME 


ell RELEASE PARTY 


WITH GUESTS 


THE GHETTO BLASTERS", 


ENTERTAINMENT, 
BIG TIME FUN! 


PH: 481-6420 


& 


STRUTH", & "OZONE BABY" | 


FRIDAY FEB 1} 


DOORS SPM | 


DOUCETTE 


‘~ : LIVE 1N CONCERT 


WITH 


S "LEMON JUICE" 
THK $6 ADV $8 OAY AVAILABLE ONLY AT REDS 487-2066 


wir PROJECT WYZE 


SIVOLLEN MEMBERS 
JELLEESTONE and FRESHBREAD 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9 


DOORS: 6 PM / SHOW 7 PM 
TICKETS AT REDS OR CHARGE BY PHONE 487-2066 OR AT TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


| 
| 
| 


MIUSICNOTES 


By WAYNE ARTHURSON 
Ee EE 


Upsy-Daisies! 


Painting Daisies * Sidetrack Café 
© Fri-Sat, Feb 1-2 Daisy Groff does- 
n't have a lot of free time these days. 
Today she’s sitting in the Painting 
Daisies office, stuffing envelopes with 
press packages to send off around the 
United States. “We just got some 
more bookings today,” she sighs. 
“We've got a lot of gigs.” 

It's not that she’s unhappy about 
this, mind you. If things go as well as 
they hope, Painting Daisies may have a 
bright future ahead of themselves south 
of the border. After their two-night 
stand this weekend at the Sidetrack 
Café, the four local acousto-rockers— 
Groff, Rachelle Van Zanten, Kim Gryba 
and Carolyn Fortowsky—will load up 
Muffy the Highway Slayer (their van) 
and embark on an ambitious two- 
month North American tour. It will take 
them down the west coast, across Texas 
and Tennessee, up the east coast to 
New York City and back across the tun- 
dra toward home. 

“The whole thing has rocked my 
shocks,” laughs Groff. “The van’s get- 
ting mentally prepared, but she'll be 
ready for the trip.” 

All kidding aside, Groff realizes that 


Painting Daisies 


the trip the band made to Seattle back 
in 2000 for the Rockergrrl conference 
was the golden key that unlocked the 
door. “After that first gig in Seattle, we 
were nearly attacked when we got off- 
stage,” she recalls gleefully. “We 
picked up a lot of good contacts and 
advice while we were there.” 

The band has already played sev- 
eral gigs down in California, where 
they've earned a loyal fanbase. “Peo- 
ple in Southern California seem to be 
so stoked about us coming back,” 
Groff says. “They'll come for miles 
around to see one of our shows. It's 
kind of like a Grateful Dead thing.” 

Earning a Prairie Music Award last 
fall as Best Live Act—and beating out 
mega-act Nickelback in the process— 
was another boost. “It’s become our 
calling card,” Groff explains. “Because 
Nickelback was nominated, we’re 
using it. | mean, why wouldn't we?” 

The award still comes as a bit of a 
shock months later. “We were sur- 
prised more than anyone else, first 
and foremost,” Groff says. “We just 
became silly babbling little girls for 
the rest of the night.” In some ways, 
though, it was the perfect trophy to 
put on the mantel. “We love playing 
live. No matter how good your CD is, 
you can’t hide anything live onstage, 
and that’s where we love to be.” 

After the tour, Groff thinks the 
band will be more than ready to out- 
rock the rockers converging on Green- 
land this July for a festival they've 
been invited to play. “It’s Greenland 
and it’s nuts,” Groff laughs. “Hopeful- 
ly, though, we'll be able to line up 
some shows in Europe after that.” 
Maybe things will go so well they'll 
have to beat them off with sticks. — 
DAVE JOHNSTON 


Mosaics celebration 
won't be prosaic 


Café Mosaics Five Year Anniversary 
Show » New City Likwid Lounge « 
Fri, Feb 1 Five years of existence does- 
n’t automatically make you an institu- 
tion, but in the restaurant business, five 
years is a very long time. And if you're a 
vegetarian/vegan restaurant in the mid- 
dle of the biggest beef- and barbecue- 
eating province in the country, then five 
years is almost an eternity. 

Has Café Mosaics really been 
around that long? It has, so to celebrate 
their half-decade of serving fine food to 
fine people Café Mosaics is holding 
their Five Year Anniversary Celebration 
at the New City Likwid Lounge. Per- 
forming at the show will be Carolyn 


Mark and Her Roommates. 

“Of course Carolyn is a regular, 
says Audrey Shenkarek, who , 
Café Mosaics along with her siste 
Penny and Jodie and their mothe. 
“She's in fact right here having lunch 
with her roommates as we speak.’ 

Opening the restaurant five year; 
ago seemed like a good idea ai the 
time, even though none of the people 
involved actually knew anything abou 
running or even working in the restau 
rant business. “| had no experience at 
all, either in cooking at the restaurant or 
waitressing, so it was crazy in the 
beginning,” Audrey says. “And in the 
first year, because this was a Polish 
restaurant when we bought it, we bas: 
cally had their clientele and they were 
like, ‘What the hell are you people 
doing?’ They wanted their goulash. But 
then we started to get people coming 
and now it’s shocking that we've lasted 
so long. Well, not really. There aren't 
that many vegetarian or vegan restau: 
rants around in this city and we like to 
play good music and attract people 
who like what we do.” 

Café Mosaics used to have regulat’ 
musical performances by local acts, bul 
now they only do special events for spe 
cial friends from out of town. But thal 
doesn’t stop musical celebrities such a 
Wilco, Son Volt, Richard Buckner and 
Alejandro Escovedo from dropping ©) 
But probably the biggest celebrity (0 
grace their restaurant was actress (an) 
current odds-on favourite for the Beil. 
Actress Oscar) Sissy Spacek, who had 
dinner there a couple years ago. 

“But the best part of the job 
that we are our own bosses and WE 
get to work with our sisters and ov 
mother who we all love very mu chy 
says Audrey. 

By the way, if you're not going 
the show, don’t go to the restaurant 
that night either. They'll be closed fof 
the celebration. They do serve a Wo" 
derful Sunday brunch, however. 


This must be the Place 


Black and White Goes Country ' 
Featuring George Fox 4" 

Samantha King « Festival Plac® 
Sherwood Park « Sat, Feb 2'\\' 
time once again for Festival Piacel 
annual fundraising event. This S24" 
day, the Sherwood Park theatre ©o™ 
plex is presenting Black and W! bY 
Goes Country, a gala evening whic? 
promises to live up to the standard 
in previous years. Canadian county 
star George Fox is headlining ‘" 
show with special guest Saman'” 


_ Combined with the country 
| will be live and silent auctions 
| reat munchies and desserts. 

Ernere are only 325 tickets to be 
4 to this event, at a cost of $100 
ch. All the money raised is fun- 
) 4 directly to the operation of Fes- 
| Place. General manager Gavin 
er says this event is probably 
of the most important events of 
ear for the Sherwood Park insti- 
_ “We're the only venue like 
is in n the province that doesn’t get 
+ municipal subsidies,” he notes, 
> we're very much more involved 
fundraising than most organiza- 
ons. Last year this event netted 
bout $30,000 and last year the 
mpany made $34,000, so that’s 
sw important this event is. We're 
ther in the black or you don’t make 
it’s critical.” 
The construction of Festival Place 
ght years ago was a political hot 
stato; while the municipality built 
ind helped fund the facility, it prom- 
ed the people of Sherwood Park 
at they would not provide any 
perating costs. So Festival Place, 
like similar such theatres in the 
‘ovince, has to make its own money. 
hat situation, however difficult it can 
pmetimes be, has forced Festival 
ace to be more resourceful than the 
ompetition. “We're maybe a little 
ere aggressive than similar types of 
nues,” Farmer says. “We're continu- 
lly moving forward, trying to gener- 
e dollars for each and every hour of 
e working day.” 
As an example of Festival Place’s 
gressive attitude, the day after the 
ack and White Goes Country show, 
wrestling show is booked for the 
ue. “We'll generate 52 shows of 
F own in a year and we have to be 
retty aggressive in creating 
icome,” Farmer says. “We're proud 
f what we accomplish, but at the 
me time we wish we received a lit- 
€ more support to cover some of 
r costs. But the municipality did 
at it had to do and the important 
ing is that there was no facility 
ere eight years ago and now there's 
Seautiful facility available 365 days 
the year.” 
You can order your tickets for the 
lack and White Goes Country gala by 


i HCE 


a S ¢ 


calling the Festival Place box office at 
449-3378. 


The Lynn crowd 


Lynn Morris Band ° Provincial 
Museum Theatre « Sat, Feb 2 One 
of the finest female vocalist in blue- 
grass (and one of the few female 
bandleaders in the bluegrass music 
movement), Lynn Morris, is making a 
appearance this Saturday at the 
Provincial Museum Theatre. The 
show's production is a co-operative 
effort by bluegrass societies in Edmon- 
ton, Red Deer and Calgary, who will 
also be hosting shows in their respec- 
tive cities. Opening the show in 
Edmonton and Red Deer will be David 
Ward and Rob Baker of Lonesome and 
Then Some, who will be performing 
old-time duets under the name “The 
Lonesome Brothers.” Tickets can be 
purchased at Southside Sound and 
Alfie Myhre’s Music. 

“She's definitely a highly recog- 
nized bluegrass performer and I’m 
looking forward to being part of the 
show,” says David Ward, who also 
hosts CKUA’s weekly bluegrass show. 
“They're not a high, uptempo or driv- 
ing bluegrass band. She’s a very good 
singer and songwriter and the band is 
very tight. The material is more mid- 
tempo with some good ballads.” 

Lynn Morris grew up in the small 
west Texas farming community of 
Lamesa and began her career in music 
after getting an arts degree. She 
became the first musician to twice win 
the National Banjo Championship (in 
1974 and again in 1981) and per- 
formed for many years for U.S. sol- 
diers around the world with the USO. 
She formed the Lynn Morris Band in 
1988 with her husband, bassist and 
singer Marshall Wilborn. The band’s 
current lineup also includes fiddler 
and banjo player Ron Steward and 
mandolin player Jesse Brock. Together, 
they’ve released four albums on 
Rounder Records: The Lynn Morris 
Band (1990), The Bramble and the Rose 
(1992), Mama’s Hand (1995) and 
Youll Never Be the Sun (1999). The 
title track for Mama’s Hand was the 
number one bluegrass song for six 


-months in 1995 and also won the 


International Bluegrass Music Associa- 


FEBRUARY 


tion (IMBA) award for Song of the 
Year. Lynn Morris herself has also won 
the IMBA Female Vocalist of the Year 
title a number of times. 

Not content to rest on her musical 
laurels, Morris was also the first 
woman elected to the IMBA board of 
directors, a post she held for six years. 
She recently was the subject of a 
major article in the Washington Post 
about women’s role in bluegrass. 

Saturday's show starts at 8 p.m. 
with doors opening at 7:30 p.m. 


Dear John 


ALS Benefit * Myer Horowitz The- 
atre * Thu, Feb 7 You can’t deny it. 
It don’t matter what musical genre 
you're more keen on listening to; if 
you're asked to name, sing or hum an. 
Elton John song, you'll be able to do it. 
Probably more than one song, too. 

That's part of the reason why a 
group of Edmonton musicians have 
chosen the music of Sir Elton to be a 
part of a fundraising event.for the ALS 
Society at the Myer Horowitz Theatre 
in the U of A’s Students’ Union Build- 
ing. Tickets are $20. and are available 
at TIX on the Square (420-1757) or at 
the door. There will be refreshments 
and door prizes—including a collec- 
tion of Elton CDs, of course. 

“Brent Rock and | have been huge 
Elton John fans since we were about six 
and we did a small version of the show 
in Calgary,” says well-known Edmonton 
vocalist Rhonda Withnell, who will be 
performing at the show along with sax-~ 
ophonist Ken Hoffman, bassist Don 
Bradshaw and drummer Dwayne 
Hrynkiw. “And we wanted to do anoth- 
er bigger show, because musically it 
was such a fun show and we thought, 
‘Wouldn’t it be nice to raise money for 
a charity that means something to us?” 

A close friend of Rhonda's and 
Brent recently passed away due to 
ALS, so it seemed appropriate to 
give the proceeds to the ALS Soci- 
ety. ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclero- 
sis), more commonly known as Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease, is a rapidly pro- 
gressive, fatal neuromuscular dis- 
ease. It can strike anyone at any 
time and the cause is unknown. 
Average life expectancy after diag- 
nosis is 2 1/2 years. O 
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DJ RADAR 


WITH SPILT MILK & GUES 


i 


WWW.DJRADAR.COM FOR INFO 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10161 112 ST 


X AT FOOSH, BLACKBYRD, DV8, C OLORBLIND, AND N W Crry LIKWID LOUNGE 
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Ui PCO RING TOR 7-772 


=SUMMERLAD EF) 


NEVERTHELESS 
THESE THINGS SPEAIK 


a2 


1urhOSATURDAYS & the union present 


theNEWDEAL 


live.nrogressive.treakheal. na 


with os BOBBY TORPEDO & as 
TICKETS: BLACKBYRD V8 LISTEN COLORBLUND & LUSH) 


LUKE DOUCET TRE ClEA e 


Le SKIN 8 


NIK KOZUB 


MICO. 


IN HARM'S WAY 
TIME & AGAINE=& 


VALENTINE'S DAY IS FOR aS fi CLD RELIABLE | 


WITH 


GUESTS BRUNDLEFLY VANCOUVER 
WOODABEEN 


CRIPPLE CREEW FAIRIES 
HARDY DREW & THE NANCY BOYS 


GREAT BIG SEA-FEB.13 WIN TICKETS ON POWER 92! 


COMING SOON 


WOODABEEN - FEB, 15 
BUCK 65 - FEB. 22 
BOURNE & MACLEOD - FEB. 28 


LAURA LOVE APR. 5 


10030 - 102ST INFO: 423-782 
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HORIZESN 


Kenny ttess 


Saturday, whe 9, 2002 
7:30 pm 
( anada’s newest rising country star comes 
to Horizon Stage to engage you with his 


distinctive vocals and his latest hits 


Saturday, February 16, 2002 "%& 
7:30 pm S 


citi licket Prices! 


$15 Adults 
$10 students and seniors. 


Bergmann Bue 


Saturda yruary 23, 2002 
0 pm 


assion, With a repertoire 


| hey're young. They're hot! They're the 
Backstreet Boys without the instraments! 


x: 


Specia ial Ticket Prices! 


SIS Adults 
$10 students and seni 


HICKETS $20 for adults $15 for students and seniors. 
Horizon Stage Box Office Shy 962 - 8995 


WUE A fi nia 190,CFi CW 


I wo planos, One 
ranging from Motzart to Gershwin aod Bach to 
Beenstemn, this husband and wife piano virtuoso 

duo will enchant you with their passion 


supreme techoique and impressive musicality 


Live. Lounge..Plauy. 
2nd Floor 10505" 82 we 
432-0335 


IVIUSICVVEEKLY 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 

Deadline is 3pm Friday. 

Turn to “More Music” on page 22 for 
day-to-day listings. 


ALTERNATIVE — 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/57-112 St., 413-4578. FRI 1: Mr. 
Carolyn Mark. No cover. SAT 2; Preshure 
Point, Drive-by Punch. FRI 8; DJ) Radar 
w/ Spilt Milk, SAT 9: Downway, The 
Johnsons. 


REV 10030-102 St., 424-2851. FRI 1: 
The Summerlad, Nevertheless, These 
Things Speak. SAT 2 (9pm door): The 
New Deal w/ D] Bobby Torpedo and 
Amedeo. TIX $12 adv., $15 @ door. Adv. 
tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, Listen, 
DV8, Lush, Foosh, Colourblind, Rev. THU 
7: Veal, The Cleats, The Skinny. FRI 8: 
Mico, In Harm's Way, Time and Again. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne St., St. 
Albert, 459-1542. FRI 1 (7:30pm): 
Women in Song: Lynn Miles, Rita 
Chiarelli. TIX $21.50 adult, $20 
youth/senior. 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St., 432-4611. ¢Every THU 
(9pm): Open mic night with Leona. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
Whyte Ave., 439-1082. *Every SAT (3- 
6pm): Hair of the Dog. No cover. SAT 2: 
The Stone Merchants. No cover. SAT 9: 
Uncas. No cover. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial Hotel, 
10329 Whyte Ave., 439-5058. THU 31- 
SAT 2: Harpdog Brown and the 
Bloodhounds. SUN 3: Rotting Fruit. 
MON 4-SAT 9: Jack de Keyser. SUN 10: 
All-Stars. 


CAPITOL HILL PUB 14203 Stony Plain 
Rd, 454-3063. FRI 1-SAT 2: New Old 
Boys. 

CONRAD'S SUGARBOWL ON 124TH 
10724 124t St., 451-1038. *Every THU: 
Open Cage: Acoustic jam hosted by Ben 
Spencer. *Every SUN: Ordinary Day: 
Jungle with Royale and guests. 


DEVON HOTEL Restaurant, 1 Huron 
St., Devon. THU 7: Genie (female soul 
band). Fundraiser. 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 


9928. MON 19: Taditional Irish Session. 
TUE 20: Chris Wynters (from Captain 
Tractor). WED 21: Trio Night. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Ave., 471- 
9125. THU 31: Open stage. FRI 1: Bissett 
and Watt Band. SAT 2: Mary Rankin and 
the Not So Lonely. THU 7: Open Stage. 
FRI 8: Mike Sadava, SAT 9: Kauni. 


FULL MOON FOLK CLUB Bonnie 
Doon Hall, 9240-93 St., 438-6410, 420- 
1757. SAT 2 (7pm door): David Essig, 
Mississippi Steamboat. TIX $14 adult @ 
TIX on the Square. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND GRILL 
8937-82 Ave., 463-6397. Every THU 
(9:30-10pm): Open stage w/ Keep Six. 
All musicians welcome. FRI 1-SAT 2 
(9:30pm-1:30am): Mr. Lucky (blues, 
boogie, R&B). No cover. 


J & R's GRILL AND BAR 4003-106 St., 
436-4403. SAT 9 (9pm-lam):; Mr. Lucky 
(blues, boozie, R&B). No cover. 


MEZZA LUNA LATIN CLUB 10238- 
104 St., 423-LUNA. *Every weekend: 
Live Latin music. FRI 1-SAT 2: Los 
Caminantes. 


N’OTHER PLACE 11540 Jasper Ave., 
424-4489. *Every SUN (S-9pm): Jam w/ 
KGB Kev and Stormin’ Norman. 


NORTHERN BLUEGRASS CIRCLE 
MUSIC SOCIETY ¢Pleasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave., 487- 
7931, 434-5997. *WED night jam ses- 
sions. *Provincial Museum Theatre, 
12845-102 Ave. SAT 2 (7:30pm door): 
The Lynn Morris Band. TIX $20 member, 
$25 non-member. Adv. tickets @ jam 
sessions or @ Alfie Myhre’s Music, 
Southside Sound. 


NORTHERN LIGHTS FOLK CLUB 
Queen Alexandra Community Hall, 
10425 University Ave., 438-2736. FRI 8: 
Willie P. Bennett, Mike Stack. TIX $12 
adv., $14 @ door. 


O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Avenue, 414- 
6766. *Every TUE: Celtic Night w/ 
Shannon Johnson and friends. 


THE POLISH HALL 10960-104 St. FRI 
8: Comedy show and dance party: D} 
Whoo Kid, Genie (female soul band). 


RAY'S SPORTS BAR 15211-111 Ave., 
486-3390. SAT 2: Rusty Reed Band. 


ROSIES BAR AND GRILL 124TH 
STREET 10315-124 St., 482-1600. 


*Every SAT (5-9pm): Alberta Crude 
(blues, country). 


SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave 
*Every Thu (7:30-10:30pm): Acous; 
open stage hosted by Ron Taylor 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 si. , 
1326. THU 31 (10pm): Thirst n’ How, 
$3 cover. FRI 1-SAT 2 (10pm): Paintin, 
Daisies, Kris Demeanor. $6 cover. st); 
(8pm): Sunday Night Live: Mustard 
Smile, Killer Comedy Show, Dj 
Dudeman. $6 cover. MON 4-TUE 5 
(9:30pm): Uncas Old Boys and the 
Dustkickers (alt. country). No cover 
WED 6-THU 7 (9:30pm): Elsie Osborne 
(R&B). No cover Wed; $3 cover Thy 
TUE 8-WED 9: Hot Cottage, Craft Hosp 
(blues, swing). SUN 10 (10pm): Sund; 
Night Live: My Huge Ass, Killer Comeg 
Show, D] Dudeman. $6 cover. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 
10922-88 Ave. *Every FRI songwrite 
night. FRI 1: Double Bill: Mike Sadava, 
Chris Smith. $5 cover. SUN 10 (2pm) 
Proxyboy, Thomas Golub. 


TIM'S GRILL 7106-109th St., 413- 
9606. FRI 1: Paul Bellows. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, Students Union 
Building. FRI 1 (7:30-10pm): Rhythms oj 
the Planet: Drumcan Man, Okoto Dancer 
Capoeira, Viajante Drumming Ensemble 
Buffalo Tail Productions. TIX $10 ady,, § 
ady. student @ SUB ticket centre, 
International Centre, Department of Mus 
Office; $12, $10 student @ door. #451. 
8000. SAT 2 (8pm): Danny Michel and 
Martina Sorbara. Presented by Edmon 
Folk Music Society. TIX $15 @ 
TicketMaster. FRI 8: Bringing Fish. SU! 
The Lester Quitzau Very Electric Trio, \ 
Moore. TIX @ Blackbyrd Myoozik 


UPTOWN FOLK CLUB Woodcroft 
Community Hall, 13915-115 Ave., 4 
1554. FRI 8: Songwriter Teachers: John 
Spearn, Tim Sommerfield, Marv 
Machura. 


WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
CHURCH 10015-149 St., 482-7649 
420-1757. SAT 9 (2pm and 7pm) 
Stories: Kokopelli Performance Troup 
Prairie Voices, Edmonton Children's 
Choir. TIX $12 adult, $10 student/sen 
ior, $4 child under 14 @ door or TIX on 
the Square. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 99 St., 102A Ave., 42! 


SEE NEXT PAG 


COMING UP AT THE IRON HORSE 
Join us for Oilers Hockey 
Starting Feb 8th Olympics 
on our 4 Big Screens 
Sunday February 3rd 


Fe Superbowl Party. 


Free food - Happy Hour - Prizes !! 


Friday Nights Coo2s Light Win a 


a SNOWBOARD! 


I 


WWW.THEIRONHORSE-A 


THE IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101 - 103 Street EDMONTON, AB 
CLIMB ABOARD 


) 438-1907 


EKLY 


_ 420-1757. SAT 9 (8pm): The 

d at Winspear: Celebrating Sarah 
han: Dianne Reeves with the 
monton Symphony Orchestra. TIX 
9 orchestra/dress; $45 upper circle; 
gallery. 


ERTA COLLEGE CONSERVATORY 
SiC Muttart Hall, 10050 
Donald Drive, 423-6230. SUN 10 
): Faculty recital: Don Ross (clar- 


ONTON CLASSICAL GUITAR 
ff Alberta College, 10050 
acDonald Dr., 433-3742, 420-1757. 
m. 428. 489-9580. THU 31 (8pm): 
# Tennant Master Class. TIX $10 audi- 
$25 performer, $5 disc. to ECGS 
ember. *Muttart Hall. FRI 1 (8pm): 
Ht Tennant. TIX $18, $15 
dent/senior/member @ TIX on the 
are, Avenue Guitars, The 
mmophone @ door. 


ONTON SYMPHONY 

ICHESTRA Winspear Centre, 4 Sir 
ston Churchill Sq., 428-1414. FRI 1- 
2 (8pm): A Masters Collection: 
segorz Nowak (conductor), Jan Urke 
buble bass). TIX $20-$60 student/sen- 
ir discounts available. $10.00 student 

sh tickets available from the Winspear 
Gentre Box Office one hour prior to any 
fegular ESO classical concert. SUN 3 

): Super special: Tafelmusik. TIX 
13-$44. Student and senior discounts 
Bilable. 


JBILIEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 

:, 420-1757. WED 6 (7pm): Wind 
the East: The University of Alberta 
phony, The Alberta College Harp 
artet, The Alberta College Flute Choir, 
Highlands Handbell Choir, The 
monton Chinese Philharmonic. TIX 
(main fl.), $12 (balconies) @ TIX on 
‘Square. 


IX EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
St., 84 Ave., 420-1757, 424-3685. 
B (8pm), SUN 10 (2pm): 
iana—Music of the Elizabethans: 
inlena Consort with Mireille Rijavec 
zz0-soprano). TIX $15 adult, $10 
er/student @ TIX on the Square, @ 


ON-WESLEY UNITED 

1H 10209-123St., SUN 3 (3pm): 
hdor of the Baroque: Alberta 

que Ensemble. TIX $22 adult, $17 
senior @ TIX on the Square. 
+1757, 429-1655. SUN 10 (3pm): 

5 at 3 Recital Series: Robin John 
TIX $12 adult, $10 student/senior, 
and under free. Tickets @ TIX 
Square. 


COLEGE 30, 5800 St. 

|. St. Albert, 460-4430. SAT 9 
falitsa Tcholakova (violin) w/ 
Terziev. TIX $10. SUN 10 (2pm): 
Teholakova (violin) w/ Dimiter 
Workshop. TIX $15 participants; 
listeners. or 


FREE COVER ON FRIDAY FOR THE LADIES! 
104 Street 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 449-3378. SAT 2 
(5:30pm): Black and White Goes 
Country Gala: George Fox, Samantha 
King. TIX $100 all ages. 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd., 
Spruce Grove, 962-7631, 451-8000. SAT 
9 (7:30pm): Kenny Hess. TIX $20 adult, 
$15 student/senior @ Horizon Stage Box 
Office, TicketMaster. 


LONGRIDER'S SALOON 11733-78 St., 
479-7400. THU 31: Ken McCoy. 


ST. THOMAS COFFEE HOUSE 44 St. 
Thomas Street, St. Albert, 458-8225. 
Every THU (7:30-11:30pm): Open jam 
with Jim and Penny. 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave. entrance, 
426-4767. THU 31 (9pm): The 
Alterations Quartet. FRI 1 (9pm): 
Proxyboy. SAT 2: The Brett Miles Tiro. 


THU 7 (9pm): lan and Fred (Hi-Phoniqs). 


FRI 8 (9pm): Shelley Jones. SAT 9 (9pm): 
The [Sic] Trio. 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 
9915-148 St., 420-1757. SAT 2 (2pm 
and 7:30pm): Form and Nuf presented 
by the Columbian Jazz Choirs. TIX $10 
adult, $8 student/senior, $25 family @ 
door, TIX on the Square. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks 
Way, 103 St., 86 Ave., 432-0428, 451- 
8000. FRI 1 (8pm door): Ben Sures 
Swing Manouche, Aaron Keys Sextet. 
TIX $5 member, $9 guest. SAT 2 (8pm 
door); Mobius Quartet. TIX $5 member, 
$9 guest. FRI 8-SAT 9: Bud Shank, Joe 
Labarbera. 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 St., 
425-6151. FRI 1 (8pm-midnight): Jeff 
Hendrick. 


PIANO BARS| 
LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 


4440 Calgary Trail S., 431-5815. THU 
31-SAT 2: Richard Blaze. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463-7788. 
THU 31-SAT 2: Tony Poirier. THU 7-SAT 
9: Darryl Kitlitz. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 
Rice Howard Way, 10012-101A Ave., 
426-7784. THU 31-SAT 2: Chuck 
Belhuimer. TUE 5-SAT 9: Mark 
Magarrigle. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon 
St., W.E.M., 444-1752. THU 31-SAT 2: 
Mark Magarrigle. MON 4-SAT 9: Sam 
August. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
10341-82 Ave., 433-9676. *Every SUN 
(9pm-1am): Karaoke. THU 31-SAT 2: 
Duff Robison. WED 6-SAT 9: Derrick 
Sigurdson. 


Also see VURB Weekly on page 32. 
CASINO EDMONTON 9055 Argyll Rd., 
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463-9467. FRI 1-SAT 2: Stan Foster. FRI 
8-SAT 9: Silverhawk. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 
St., 463-9467. THU 31-SAT 2: Deep 
Cover. THU 7-SAT 9: Souled Out. 


j.J."S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451-9180. 
FRI 1-SAT 2: Absolute Zero (rock). WED 
6: Genie (female soul band), Lisa Clarke 
(pop singer). Fundraiser. FRI 8-SAT 9: 
Think Not Think (blues/rock). 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 
433-2599. THU 31: Haven. 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE U of A 
Campus, SUB, 420-1757. THU 7 (8pm): 
An Evening of the Music of Elton John: 
Rhonda Withnell (vocals), Brent Rock 
(piano), Ken Hoffman (saxophone), Don 
Bradshaw (bass), Dwayne Hrynkiw 
(drums), Jim Head (guitar). Benefit. 
Proceeds to the A.L.S. (Lou Gehrig's 
Disease) Society of Alberta. TIX $20 @ 
TIX on the Square, @ door. 


OTTEWELL PUB 6108-90 Ave., 450- 
5953. Every MON (9pm): Open stage 
hosted by Willy James. 


RED'S WEM, 487-2066. SAT 9 (6pm 
door): Bif Naked, Project Wyze, Swollen 
Members, Jelleestone, Freshbread. 


ROCK CENTRAL STATION Kingsway 
Inn, 10812 Kingsway Ave:, 479-4266 
FRI 1-SAT 2: Typhoid Mary. FRI 8-SAT 9: 
Typhoid Mary. 


TIN PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Tr. S., 
702-2060. FRI 1 (10pm): Wowzer. SAT 2 
(10pm): Hi-Phonigs. SAT 2 (9:30pm): 
Hi-Phoniqs. TIX $5 @ door. SAT 9: The 
Mahones (Celtic rock). 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439- 
3388. *Every TUE: Urban Unplugged. 
THU 31-SAT 2: Mustard Smile. $3 cover 
Thu; $5 cover Fri/Sat. TUE 5: Urban 
Unplugged. WED 6: Dilettantes, 
Clusterfuzz. $5 cover. THU 7-SAT 9: 
Matthew’s Grin. $5 cover. 


Friday & Saturday, 


BW Feb 182: 


Los Caminantes 


423-LUNA 


The Year of The British Pub 


CAPILANO 


JAN 31-FCD 2 WEE HODDS 
FED 7-9 DARRVL YITUTZ 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 


JAN 29-FCb 2 MARY MAGARIGLE 
FOB 4-9 $M AUGUST 


WHYTE AVENUE 


JAN 21-FED 2 DUE ROBISON 
FED 6-9 DERRIG SIGUADSON 


DOWNTOWN 


JAN 21-FED 2 CHUGH DELHUIMER 
FED 0-0 MADH MAGARIGLE 


www.thesherlockholmes.com 


\" FOMONTON'S BLUES HOT SPOT 


JAN dt-FEB 2 


Harpdog Brown & 
The Bloodhouds 


FEB d Rotting Fruit 
FEB 4 - 9 dack Dekeyser 


10325 Whyte Avenue + 439-3981 


GOT THE BLUES 


By CAM HAYDEN 
esheets Loner RS 


Bless you, Janiva! 


As | sit down to write this, the temper- 
ature has been hovering around the 
minus-25° mark for about a week. Not 
so bad for us denizens of the frozen 
north, but if you came to Edmonton 
from Los Angeles, as Janiva Magness 
did last week, you’d be wondering 
how people survive in these parts. 
Magness, in fact, was asking that very 
question last Saturday night as she 
took another pull on the bottle of Lo- 
Quat Chinese herbal cure she’d picked 
up to battle the nasty cold she 
acquired in our town, Cold and all, 
she put on a string of fine shows to 
full houses at the Sidetrack last Thurs- 
day through Saturday. “I can’t quite 
hit some of those higher notes,” she 
told me, “so I’m selecting material 
that lets me work with I’ve got vocal- 
ly.” The strategy seemed to work— 
Saturday night’s audience even called 
her back for an encore. 

If, like Janiva Magness, you’re 
looking for some relief from Edmon- 
ton’s Arctic temperatures, you might 
want to take in an ocean voyage dur- 
ing which Magness herself and some 
of her friends from southern California 
will provide the entertainment. The 


three-day “Blues Cruise” is offered by 
Windrose Cruises and radio station 
KLON in Los Angeles. Departing San 


’ Pedro on Friday, March 15, the Carni- 


val cruise ship Ecstasy will steam south 
to Ensenada, Mexico for a day and 
then head back to San Pedro for an 
early Monday-morning docking. 
Along the way, in between the six 
Squares a day they serve on cruises, 
you can catch concerts by Magness, 
James Harman, Johnny Tucker and 
Doug Macleod. Berths start at $349 
(U.S.); you can get more info online at 
www.windrosecruises.com. 

One final bit of news regarding 
Janiva Magness: she has just put the 
finishing touches on an as-yet-untitled 
album she recorded with Kid Ramos 
of Fabulous Thunderbirds fame. Look 
for an early summer release. 

For an entirely different take on the 
blues, drop by St, Albert’s Arden The- 
atre this Friday night for a rather 
unique pairing of Lynn Miles and Rita 
Chiarelli titled “Women in Song.” 
Miles is well-known as a talented 
singer/songwriter in the folk/roots 
vein, while Chiarelli, who closes out 
the show, has honed her talent over 
the past decade as a blues-based 
singer over the course of four discs. 
Her latest, Breakfast at Midnight, con- 
tains 11 Chiarelli originals showcasing 
her expressive, three-octave vocal 
range, hard-edged guitar-playing and 
growing maturity as a songwriter. 
While this evening may not be a 
“blues” show in the traditional sense, 
the elements of a great night of music 
are all there—emotion, good songwrit- 
ing and performers who bring their 
entire heart and soul to the stage. 

On the local front, harmonica 


player Harpdog Brown is-celebrati, 
his 40th birthday all this week 3; the 
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Commercial Hotel. His actual “birth: 
day” was Monday night and When g 
bleary-voiced Jim Good, who book, 
the room, called me Tuesday he lef 
no doubt that a good time hag been 
had by all. The current version the 
Bloodhounds features Winnie, 
own Brent Parkin, so a trip to the 
Blues on Whyte is in order this Week 
for any blues fan who would like 
some hot guitar to warm up a cold 
winter evening. 

Speaking of harmonica Players 
Rusty Reed is one that hasn’t been 
heard from in these parts for quite a 
while. In fact, Reed’s last gig j, 
Edmonton was a charity affair in Sep. 
tember for the “Crystal Kids’ group 
Nevertheless, he’s put together a 
quintet for a gig at a rather unlikely 
spot this Saturday: Ray’s Restaurant, 
at 15211-111 Avenue, is hosting a 
customer appreciation night with live 
music from 8 p.m. to midnight. Reed 
will be joined by what he calls his “4. 
Team”: Jim Guiboche on guitar, Gary 
Bowman on keys and the rhythm sec. 
tion of Scott Anderson and Fred 
Larose on drums and bass. If all gos; 
well, live music on Saturday nights 
may become a regular feature in the 
200-seat room. Cover is a very rea. 
sonable five bucks, so drop by and 
check it out. © 


Cam Hayden hosts the Friday Night 
Blues Party from 9 p.m. to midnight 
on the CKUA Radio Network. He is 
also a partner in Blues Internationa! 
Ltd., producers of Edmonton's Labatt 
Blues Festival. 
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HATTER THAN. HELL 


PICKED RY GENE 7IN\N\AN) Ta RPFEN INSETMAMT XCK CITY 


But indie pop- 
rocker’s songs have 
armth in their lyrics 


pon first inspection, Danny 
Michel appears to possess 
all the telltale habits of a 
intessentially Cana- 
an musician. He 
Endures endless 
fives across the 
fairies and $:30 a.m. 
ake-up calls in Thunder Bay to 
hake it to dead-of-winter gigs in 
tities like Winnipeg and Saska- 
pon. He teams up with compati- 
te fellow Canucks like Sarah 
armer to impress audiences in 
e United States. He collaborates 
th like-minded and amazingly 
tented indie luminaries such as 
on Kerr and Andy Stochansky to 
hake sincere, original records. 
ind he acknowledges that it’s 
juite possible nobody outside 
Suthern Ontario would know 
© he ts if CBC Radio didn’t set 
ide airtime for artists who don’t 
it into the pigeonholes of com- 
hercial radio . 
Dig a little deeper, however— 
bout chest deep in a lake of icy 
ater—and you'll realize Michel is 
hore than a quintessentially Cana- 
Han Musician; he’s a quintessential 
anadian. For starters, he lives in a 
ool rented boathouse complete 
ith a spiral staircase on the shore 
Puslinch Lake near Cambridge, 
nfario. It’s a secluded place where 
©an pound the snare drum in the 
iddle of the night (no euphemism 
utended) without pissing off any 
ighbours. In the summertime, 
he the electric garage door 
i, © waves practically lap into 
€droom. It's just as idyllic in 


Danny Michel has ice 
ater in his veins 


the wintertime. Except when the 
snowmobiles buzz past every 10 
minutes. And when you fall 
through the ice. 

“Tt was horrible,” Michel recounts, 
describing his recent frigid plunge 
that he “magically” extricated himself 
from. “I highly recommend not doing 
that.” Miles from home, shivering 
cold and soaking wet, he trudged back 
to the boathouse, showered, put on 
some warm clothes, 
drank some tea— 
then drove to a con- 
cert he had to play 
that night. “It made for 
a good story,” Michel says, “but I 
don’t think anyone believed me.” 


From brawl to Belly 


A pop-oriented rock ’n’ roller origi- 
nally from Kitchener-Waterloo, 
Michel's varied contributions to the 
Canadian music mosaic date back to 
1985, when he was 15 years old and 
opened for DOA. A brawl broke out 
that night, but neither the fight nor 
the cops showing up deterred 
Michel. He joined a band called the 
Rhinos, released records and toured 
the country. The ensuing decade 
and a half saw him front his own 
groups—Danny Michel and the Col- 
lectibles and Danny Michel's Allstar 
Band—and put in a stint with 
Ottawa popsters Starling. Now he’s 
happily solo, touring in support of 
the self-produced In the Belly of a 
Whale, which he completed back in 
June but will finally be available in 
music stores on February S. 

“The record never really got a 
fair push,” explains Michel, calling 
from a gas station pay phone en 
route to dates in western Canada. “I 
put it out and | know it sounds 
dumb and lazy, but I didn’t put a lot 
of effort into promoting it.” Starting 
to work with Sarah Harmer’s manag- 
er Patrick Sambrook helped Michel 


secure another way to distribute the 
disc on top of Internet and off-stage 
sales. “It takes connections,” he 
says, “which I don’t have. But peo- 
ple listen when Patrick talks.” 


Cohen, Cohen, gone 


With its catchy riffs, a splashing of 
strings, accessible yet elliptical lyrics 
and a cast of notable players (includ- 
ing Blue Rodeo’s Glenn Milchem on 
drums and Veal’s Luke Doucet on 
guitar), you’d think commercial 
radio would be paying attention to In 
the Belly of a Whale. But Michel is just 
too cagey for his own good. His 
songs—though many are about uni- 
versal, matters-of-the-heart themes 


like lost love—are given enough of a _ 


tweak, enough humour and inven- 
tive wordplay, to drive away the 


* playlist gods. “I’m like the plague,” 


suggests Michel. “Anything that bor- 
ders on getting a little too artsy is 
outta there. You can’t get too clever.” 

That penchant for wordplay 
shows itself on tracks like “Toledo,” 
an ostensibly straight-ahead lonely- 
phonecall-from-a-hotel-lobby ballad 
with inexplicably touching rhymes 
like “I'm sure it’s indisputable/ I 
hear Toledo's beautiful.” Phrases like 
this came naturally to Michel when 
he started writing songs. Now 
they've become his style. “I try to be 
serious but not too serious,” he says. 
“1 don’t want to be as heavy as 
Leonard Cohen. I try to make peo- 
ple cry through their laughter. Or 
laugh through their tears. So that 
they think, ‘Yeah, this sucks, but 
everything is gonna be alright.” 

Sort of like how Michel reacts 
when he has to wake up at 5:30 in 
the morning in Thunder Bay. Or 
when he falls through the ice. @ 


With Martin Sorbara * Myer Horowitz 
Theatre * Sat, Feb 2 


Lats ae 


qooee tlt OFA TIAL, So 


OOO TTINCARNATION 0 
eee eect, 


_s With Guests Wear 


'Motherdown' ss 'Crush' 


MB EXOTIC = 20 DANCERS 
SHOWS DAILY 


A WEEK 
{oul 


Qh We HAVE Me 
GREAT FOOD 
~ OPEN DAILY ~ 
10% SENIORS 
DISCOUNT 


SMOKING ESTABLISHMENT 


DROP IN AND VISIT OUR THREE LOUNGES 


BIG SCREEN TV’SeVLT’sePOOL TABLES 
BEER & LIQUOR OFF SALES 
"TIL 2:50 AM DAILY 


ACRES OF FREE PARKING. 
70 HOTEL ROOMS AVAILABLE 


INGSWAY INK 


10812 KINGSWAY AVENUE 
479-4266 


2S © VUE WEEKLY * JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 6, 2002 


Pe 


oa Fel- DP * yi a 


Preshure Point and Drive-by Punch! 


* Wien Ay 


OF Radar with Spilt Milk and quests! 


Pi Feb 8 


oa Fel- 9 Mae Hyg % 
Sessions vecouds arlasts from calgary 
Downway with guests The Johnsons 


x ee yey 


i Fob 15 


Parkade,with Nathan (Whnnipeg), and 
Kara Keeth feat Dave of Chirdiggit!’ 


Sat Yb f 


Hah ry h La 


Tibule 1 the Ramones, benefitting 0 


AND in THE SUBURBS.. 


TUESDAYS:Emo, 


SCREAMO, AND 


CHEAP JUGS, NO COVER 


WEDNESDAYS: FUNKY GROOVES 
WITH COOL CURT AND SLACKS 


FRIDAYS:NEEDY, NIK ROFEELYA & 
BLUE VAY PLAYING ALTERNATIVE 


SATURDAY:SATURDAYS SUCK!! 
Dv MiK ROFEELYA AND BLUE VAY 


SUNDAY: Dv MiK ROFEELYA 
\ AL Ck NT 


Al CLASSICALNOTES 


=o a 


By ALLISON KYDD 
ER TES OI ST 


Orff and running 


Those who attended the Pro Coro Cana- 
da concert on January 27 expecting 
music that transcends the ordinary were 
not disappointed. Neither were those 
who relish parody at its most bawdy or 
satirical. German composer Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana, stirring music set to a 
collection of 13th-century secular songs 
discovered in a old German monastery, 
offered that in abundance. In addition, 
Malcolm Forsyth’s Hesperides, a setting 
of 17th-century poet Robert Herrick’s 
erotic poems of the same name, was a 
two-harp sampler which challenged any 
preconceptions that harps are dainty, 


ladylike instruments. 

The Sunday afternoon program 
began, however, with contrasting senti- 
ments in the premiere of Alan Gilliland’s 
Blessed, composed to the text of a poem 
by Andy Northrup. In it, the innocence 
of childhood is idolized and family life 
set up as the ideal which restores adults, 
whether they’re caught in traffic or the 
dehumanizing rush for worldly success, 
As with visual art, empty space is also 
part of musical composition, and 
Gilliland worked effectively with ringing 
silences as well as choral harmonies. The 
placement of Blessed first on the pro- 
gram was an interesting choice, consid- 
ering that the works to follow were the 
antithesis of innocence. No doubt the 
juxtaposition was intentional. 

From the first heavy strumming 
which opened the second work, Hes- 
perides, harpists Nora Bumanis and 
Keri Lynn Zwicker presented the harp 
as a virtuoso instrument. Bumanis and 
Zwicker are local performers and 
teachers whose total experience 
ranges from the Edmonton Symphony 
and the Alberta College Conservatory 
of Music to the Paragon Duo and 


Lynn Miles & Rita Chiarelli 
February 1, 2002 
7:30 PM 
A powerhouse evening of rootsy-pop and rockin' 


blues music from two of today's gutsy hot-voiced 
female artists! 


(4Neekly xij, 


Az 


Call 459-1542 or ticketmaster 


Cowboy Celtic, as well as tou;, a 
recordings. This instrumental a,,.. 
turousness was well-suited to Hetrigg 
songs of swains perplexed j, tha 
“hinder-parts” and virgins Gather; 
rosebuds “while they may” anq ma 
ing much of time. The exquisite Soy 
of the Pro Coro chorus is impossiy 
to overpraise, and the interpl, 
between voices in the SONG-dialagy 
“The Kisse” was particularly Juicy 

It was the gorgeous Carming Bury 
everyone was waiting for, however 3 
it delivered. The casting of Solo ro} 
was brilliant: baritone Marc Bouche 
and tenor John Tessier were both hands 
some and passionate and Color. 
female lead Sharla Nafziger challenged 
Shakespeare's Juliet as an ager con, 
quest. “May God grant, May the god 
grant what | have in mind: that | ma 
loose the chains of her virginity,” sang 
Boucher. “Dulcissime, totam tibj subdg 
me! (Sweetest one! | give myself to yoy 
completely!),” responded Nafziger ap 
offer made all the more effective by het 
virginal appearance. Tessier seemed 
wasted on one song, though it was the 
funniest of the afternoon. The roast 


atu 


bers its former beauty and freedom 4 
metaphor for lost virginity, perhaps? 

The casting of the Cantilon chil 
dren's Choir was not such a happy 
choice. There was more than a little dis 
sonance between those young faces 
and silvery voices and the text: ’C upid 
flies everywhere seized by desire, Young 
men and women are rightly coupled)’ 
Admittedly, modern parents, teacher 
and caretakers cherish rather mawkish 
ideas about the innocence of childhood 
and the provocative texts have a str 
ing resemblance to certain rock and 
reggae songs. 

One wonders if this collection of 
songs being “lost” under some monks 
bunk for countless years was a conven 
ient method of censoring material toc 
hot to handle. Some of the lyrics are nol 
only erotic to the point of lasciviousnes 
but many of the lines also lampoon rei: 
gion: “I am the abbot of Cockaigne and 
my assembly is one of drinkers.” 

However surprising it is to o1 
daintier modern ears, such excessi 
outpourings by wandering clerics and 
their students were not unusual dur 
ing the early Renaissance. Much is alio 
life-affirming about both the word 
and the music. The splendid opening 
chorus, “O Fortuna,” repeated at th 
end of the work, is a comment on thé 
fleeting nature of life. From there, ‘" 
lyricist worships the coming of spring 
the sun, the woods, the lawn and t"" 
earthly pleasures of love. A little 'u’ 
ther on, it creates the scene inside? 
tavern, the company suggesting ("¢' 
are few who don't indulge. 

Coming up this week: Scott Te 
nant, founding member of the Los 
Angeles Guitar Quartet, multip!® 
recording artist and medalist '" 
many international guitar comp¢"' 
tions performs at Alberta Colleg® 
Muttart Hall on Friday, February ! 

8 p.m. Featured in the Edmont 

Symphony's evening performanc™ 
on February 1 and 2, under |" 
baton of Gerhardt Zimmerma” ” 
double bassist Jan Urke. jon 
McPherson, alto trombonist W'"" 
Edmonton Symphony, is guest 4" 
with the Alberta Baroque Ensem>* 
at Robertson-Wesley United Chu! 

on Sunday, February 2 at 3 p.™ ® 


CSO 7a 


- 
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Live music you can wave a glowstick to” 


New Deal 
penises house 
sic without 
Apiers or 
encers 


py 


expect snow when I come 
; to Edmonton,” Jamie 
Shields laughs over the 
e ‘rom a hotel in 
‘And there 
be lots of it 
e get there!” 
Shields simply a 
ing his record box, a parka 
be all he needed while visiting 
#m climes like our fair province. 
lelds has several keyboards to 
ong, including a prized vintage 
Prodigy he nabbed at an equip- 
Sale over 10 years ago. Then 
S the gear his mates Darren 
' and Dan Kurtz have to lug. 
S. Guitars. Amplifiers. Cable. 
B. Stands. Not as easy as taking 
th of records out to a club and 
§ the turntables work, is it? 
t then, the New Deal is neither 
entional club act or rock band. 
n't DJ, but they play the kind 
ic that wouldn't sound out of 
2 house jock’s set. The Toron- 
has dubbed their sound “live 
sive breakbeat house,” and 
“tainly have more in common 
he likes of Roger Sanchez and 
Slim than they do with Creed 
kin Park. This is live music 
Wave a glowstick to. 
_ have a problem with 
ade by machines,” Shields 


says. “Some great records have been 
made by machines. All the music 
that’s been recorded was recorded by 
machines, though. I think if you can 
add the human factor to it, then you 
create some kind of intangible that 
takes it away from just being generat- 
ed by bits and bytes. That’s the thing. 
People will pay good money to stare 
at a guy spinning a record. You could 
put a machine there that could do 
that. With us, there’s an interaction, 
and people can see things are chang- 
ing based on what is happening on 
stage and in the audi- 
ence. The audience 
could fall en masse 
on the floor, and 
that would affect what's 

going on with the music.” 

So touring in the middle of win- 
ter, stage gear in tow, isn’t an alien 
concept to them. “You'd think we'd 
know better by now,” Shields laughs, 
remarking about the snow that has 
blanketed the entire country. “It was 
just a question of scheduling, and we 
weren't able to get [this tour] in at 
any other time. There’s been so much 
stuff going on and so much coming 
up that this was the only time we 
could do it. And we groaned when we 
knew it was going to happen, but 


there’s nothing you can do about it.” _ 


From Live to Jive 


There’s been nary a slow moment in 
the New Deal’s career ever since they 
started out jamming back in 1999, 
creating ambient downtempo sound- 
scapes which they captured on their 
indie debut, This Is Live. As more 
people started turning up at their 
gigs, the faster the sound became. 
And the gigs kept rolling in. As 


Fash coer wb be 


Shields puts it, “The development arc 
of the band has been ridiculous.” 

Last year, the band was courted 
by Jive Electro, a division of the 
major American indie label Jive 
Zomba, home of Britney Spears and 
the Backstreet Boys. Jive Electro was 
formed a few years ago to release 
more adventurous forms of dance 
music from drum ’n’ bass to house, 
and there are few things more 
adventurous than a band that plays 
live dance music without the help 
of drum machines, samplers and 
sequencers. At least you'd think so. 

“There’s no way you could like 
this band without seeing us live,” 
Shields begins. “When they see it, 
they get it. When Jive Zomba wanted 
to sign us, there were also a bunch of 
people well-versed in music who 
came out to our show who were not 
convinced that they wanted to take 
us on. We didn’t care, because we 
weren't chasing them—they were 
after us. After the show, the head of 
marketing came up us and summed 
it up when he said, ‘Now that I’ve 
seen you, I get it.”” 

With a signed deal in their 
hands, the band sunk their advance 
into a state-of-the-art recording rig 
they could bring out on the road 
with them. With hundreds of shows 
on deck, they headed into the stu- 
dio to hack the tapes down with 
computers into concise tracks. 

“We had previously released 
three albums that were comprised of 
three 20-minute’songs,” Shields 
explains. “So the next thing we had 
to do was take the energy of what we 
do live and try to bring it down to 
four or five minutes so that when 
you listen to the record, you didn’t 
have to rely on the experience of 


seeing us live. We wanted to make a 
cool record you could listen to. | 
think we did succeed in capturing 
the character of the band, and not 
have [the album] turn into a milque- 
toast version of the band live.” 


Deal appeal 


The self-titled album, thanks to the 
support of Jive Electro, has since 
turned into a powerful marketing 
tool- “We played Fredericton, New 
Brunswick last night, and without a 
video or any airplay, 300 people 
turned up. And they all paid to come 
see the New Deal—they weren't 
there because it was wing night.” 
The jamming aesthetic of their 
live shows has always attracted an 
audience outside of the expected 
club kids. “Ever since the begin- 
ning,” Shields says, “we could play a 
hardcore dance club one night, a 
jazz festival the next, and have the 
same reaction both times. You get 
people interested solely in dance 
music, and then you get those who 
are interested in watching us impro- 
vise a set. Then you get the types 
who are into the technical element 
of it all, like soloing and such. 
What's cool is that you can get all 
three types of people in a crowd, 
and most of the time all three can 
walk away satisfied with the show.” 
It’s a far cry from when the band 
started out. Their first gig was 
attended by no less than six people. 
“That was when we recorded This Is 
Live,” Shields recalls. “For our second 
disc, Live from Portland, Maine, we 
recorded it at a club during one of 
the worst snowstorms of the centu- 
ry, and there were six people there as 
well. But they were fantastic shows. 
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We record every night, because you 
could go up and play something 
really cool and we have to hear it 
again if we're going to play it again. 
So many of the little themes that we 
use were once made up on the spot 
somewhere at some show.” ‘ 


You're getting it all 
backwards 


Compared to other bands Shields has 
spent time in, the experience of the 
New Deal has been nothing but 
smooth. “We're all on the same wave- 
length. We manage ourselves, 
because we all understand what direc- 
tion we need to move in, and we 
don’t get bogged down in the minuti- 

ae of trivialities. Everybody gets the 
big picture, and that was never the 
case in any of the other bands.” 

Unlike a DJ, who might dream Ofes 
becoming an artist to escape the 
drudgery of moving from club to 
club, the New Deal wants to stay 
onstage for as long as they can. “In 
true New Deal style, we do things 
backwards,” Shields laughs again. 
“Rather than have a live show to pro- 
mote the album, the album promotes 
the live show. I think we know which 
side our bread is buttered on, and that 
doesn’t mean we can’t put out good 
studio albums. But the band feeds off 
the emotion from the audience. 
There's an action from us, a reaction ~~ 
from the audience and a reaction 
from us. We don’t talk about what 
we're going to do. There's no setlist. 
We just get onstage and play.” © 


The New Deal 

With Djs Bobby Torpedo and Alvardo ™ 
* Turbo Saturdays at Lush Nightclub 
© Sat, Feb’2 
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On the Nikkel over there 


Dale Nikkel wrestles 
with the big 
questions in Stil/ 
Learning Tricks 


\SSOS 


n the same way that you might 
Fe a plumber about your 

plugged kitchen sink, you might 
ask a Christian songwriter about the 
meaning of life. Especially if you 
find he is wracked with doubts and 
fears that mirror your own. Growing 
old. Finding meaning. Forgiveness. 
Faith. But Dale Nikkel doesn’t think 
of himself as an authority on any 
matter and is awkward when 
pushed for meaning. 

“My songs are just as much 
about self-doubt and struggle as 
faith,” he says. “I don’t think of 
myself as someone who's figured it 
out, I’m just kind of bushwhacking 
my way through, enjoying the way. 
It’s my experiences that I’ve written 
songs about, and people are hope- 
fully going to listen to the album 
and put their own experiences into 
the songs.” 

A low-key singer from a Win- 
nipeg Mennonite background, 
Nikkel has lived in Edmonton for 
the past six years keeping a subdued 
musical profile. This 
Sunday’s release 
party for Still 
Learning Tricks is an 
unusual show for 
Nikkel: it features one of two bands 
he’s been rehearsing with. The other 
is in Winnipeg priming for a CD 
release at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. 
Winnipeg is also home to Patrick 
Neufeld, the painter Nikkel commis- 
sioned to turn each song on the CD 
into a painting. 


Easel on down the road 


“I saw his paintings once,” Nikkel 
explains, “and they had a real story- 
book feel to them. One of the first 
times we met | asked him if he’d be 
interested in doing something for 
me, and he said he’d try it out. | 
mailed him three songs on a cas- 
sette the next week and went to 
Winnipeg three months later. It was 
beautiful work. In the next year we 
Started trading songs back and forth, 
sending me photos of what he’d 
been doing. The original idea is to 
take them on the road and do 
gallery exhibits. Right now I just 
have Edmonton and Winnipeg. I’m 
going to hold onto them until the 


eQuality Visuals 


Dale Nikkel 


end of March and hope to head 
west for a tour and take the paint- 
ings with me.” 

Nikkel’s debut self-titled CD in 
1999 was a mild acoustic treat- 
ment of songs of love 
and hope. So a 
demo track record- 
ed at Riverdale 
Recorders that survived 
to be pressed is a complete pop- 
rock surprise, with “na na na”s 
and a bouncy chorus. Nikkel 
assures me that while the CD 
release party will feature Kimball 
Siebert on electric guitar, Steve 
Abma on bass and Tyrn Armstrong 
on drums, the tone will be intro- 
spective and reflective. 

“I grasp for faith,” he says. “If 
you look at the society we’re in 
right now, it’s a mess. How do you 
reconcile some of these things that 
are going on? I try to and it’s hard. 1 
think that’s what faith is about. I go 
up and down. It doesn’t sound like 
much of a commercial for being a 
Christian, but I have a faith that 
stays. We're people with doubts and 
I've had my share of experiences 
that keep me believing.” 


Simple abundance 


A couple of summers ago, Nikkel 
went to Ukraine with his wife Kim- 
berly to find some long-lost relatives 
and came back with a new perspec- 
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- plug their own experiences into © 


tive on his comfortable life in Cay 
da. “We went to this small little yjj 
lage in the middle of Ukraine,” 

recalls, “and lived with my wif 
great-great-aunt. And these peopl 
were so poor. They can’t get ahead 
all. They live on the crops that th 
can get. Yet there was so muct 

in these people. I felt they wer 
lucky they were saved from th 
American mass-marketing machine 
the images of beauty and wha 
defines us as people by the medi 
here. They had no concept. The 
had a very simple faith. | kind 
idolized it a bit. They have such 
simple life, and my life here is§ 
cluttered. It’s in the lyrics to | 
Strict and Formal Time’—'One dij 
the veil will lift and with it mj 
thoughts like the saints so broke 
who see the heart of God.’ | thin 
they see the heart of God more thi 
we do here. Coming back from a ! 
like that makes you re-evaluate yo 
life. We tried to simplify. We sold 
our car, trying to slim things cow! 
But it’s still excess. The middle cla 
here is still so decadent.” 

So if you lie awake at night wom 
dering what it’s all about, searchit 
for answers about what the pu'po 
of life might be and what differen 
could anything you do possibl) 
make, maybe you'll find the ans" 
in the examples of Buddha, h"' 
Gandhi or in Bruce Cockbur 
Nothing But a Burning Light. \» D** 
Nikkel, you'll likely find some 0! “* 
same wonderings. 

“I guess there’s some answ© 
here,” he says, “but I think it’s "™ 
questions than answers. Hope'!!! 
people will relate to it. I write 9 
out of a need to. It’s kind of like ' 
own journal-slash-therapy ses!" 
where I meld my experience" 
songs and hope some peop! ‘ 
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songs and relate to them.” @ 


Latitude 53 Gallery » Sun, Feo 3 


Vegas Crypt 
epers exhume 


long-delayed 
disc 


+ anyone not intimately famil- 
ar with gangster flicks, a Las 
Vegas crypt is a hole in the 
+ where you bury 
anted evidence 
yisiness partners 
» are no longer 
to pull their weight. 

‘ily, Edmonton’s Las Vegas Crypt 
ners aren't nearly as fearful as 
name suggests. I’d be far more 
iy to succumb to hypothermia 
uring out to their practice space 
sne of the frostiest nights of the 
than find myself being meas- 
4 for a hole. Besides, they have 
r, so fear quickly turns to joy. 

five and a half years ago—and 
g on forever, says Jerzy Brienko, 


ed out as a shtick band doing 
ers while wearing Elvis wigs. Now 
days of playing covers are 
ind them and so are the wigs. 
ger Paul E. (a.k.a. “The Knife”), 
hough absent for this interview, 
ats the band. Matt Montana plays 
s, while Bradley H. “Sureshot” 
i relative newcomer Steve Shag- 
iti, play guitars. Things have been 
ty quiet for the Keepers lately 
lause they've been putting togeth- 
heir new disc, only to have finan- 
difficulties drag the process out 
two long years. Not having a 
to flog on the road meant wait- 
to tour. “It's like opening up a 
e with nothing to sell,” Shagnetti 
about the frustrating hiatus. 

The title of the band’s first full- 
igth disc, Better Never Than Late, 
iw seems ironic but apt, but the 
id assures me that was the working 
all along—it just sounds more fit- 
now. The Keepers recorded the 
with the help of Barry Allen at 
onton’s Homestead Recordings; it 
mastered by Nick Blagona at Met- 
orks in Ontario. The Keepers say 
mestead was the natural choice 
ause Allen is widely considered a 
ter at analog recording, an old- 
ool method that creates a warmer 
ind. “Digital sucks,” says Sureshot. 
bre a raw rock ‘n’ roll band. Digi- 
45 so glossy and smooth—it’s like 
candy. When you listen to Black 
bath’'s lo-fi sound, it really kicks 
ss.” Shagnetti says working on 
mited budget at a busy, well- 
© studio meant “revolving 
nd people with money,” but 
‘n the end, the band is “happy 
the final product.” 


vs. Creed 


Crypt Keepers are the first to 
nt that although Better Never 
" Late doesn't cover any new 
ical territory, it’s still a good, 
St rock album. It harks back to 
ne when rock ‘n’ roll was more 
just having fun than trying to 


raveyard shift 


make a point. “Rock ‘n’ roll just 

isn’t fun these days,” says Shagnetti. 

“We love the attitude and the defi- 

ance, but it should be fun. It’s a big, 

empty void when it comes to bands 

just having fun. Look at Creed. I’m 

not gonna say they suck, but they're 

always so serious—crack a smile, 

buddy! The industry is just looking 

for the song that will make millions, 

they’re just looking for something 

to make teenaged girls cry. All those 

old hair metal bands 

were singing about 

good times. When 

they sang about 

something deep, it was 

just a farce. Guys in spandex don’t 
get broken hearts.” 

“They just get the clap,” adds 
Sureshot. 

At this point Brienko barks in for 
his kick at the can. “Everyone's just 
whining too much. Marilyn Manson 
takes his style too seriously to walk 


Las Vegas Crypt Keepers 


away from a show with a smile on 
your face. Nobody sings about drag- 
ons or demons anymore.” 

Although the Crypt Keepers are a 
long way from hairspray, make-up 
and spiral perms, they’re still very 
slick looking. Their style lies midway 
between glam rock and punk, giving 
them a distinctive look, at least for 
Edmonton. “We're not anti-image,” 
says Sureshot. “We’re having fun 
with rock ‘n’ roll. We just like look- 
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ing good while we're doing it.” 

“A band is marketable with or 
without an image,” says Shagnetti. 
“We enjoy the image. We definitely 
have one, but it's a fun image.” He 
pauses, then adds, with a self-depre- 
cating air, “You can’t hold it against 
us for being good-looking.” © 


Las Vegas Crypt Keepers 
With Ozone Baby, the Ghettoblasters 
and Truth ® Red’s Fri, Feb 1 
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TECHNOLOGICAL 
Neal K 

Techno 
Wednesday Mornings 
TAM ~ 3AM 


THE PHANTOM PYRAMID 
Minister Faust 
Global African/HipHop 
Thursdays 

BPM ~ 10PM 


SMOOTH 
Tina Sparkle 
e 


House/Techno 
Wednesday Mornings 
AM - 6AM 


PULSE FM 
MC DEADLY 
Drum&Bass 
Fridays 

10PM - 11PM 


ELECTROPROLAPSE 
DJ Kuch 
Techno/House/Trance 
Friday Mornings 
3AM - 6AM 


CATCH THE BEAT 
itt Milk 

HipHop/Breakheat 

Saturdays 

4PM = 6PM 


FREQUENCY 


Eli & Prosper 
House/HipHop/DTempo 


Saturd 

(PMP 
CARIBBEAN SWING 
KC (& Kinki) 
Reggae/Calypsa/Soca 


Saturdays 
BPM - 10PM 


THE GLOBAL 

GROOVE CONNECTION 
DJ Shy-gu' 

Acid laa oy 

Rare Grooves/Soul 
Saturdays 

10PM - 12AM 


URBAN HANG SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 
HipHop/RnB/Soul/ 
Dancehall Reggae 
Saturdays 

12AM ~ 3AM 


By SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 
12 SPCC AT, LE SOMERS I I NE 


Criminal records 


There’s no such thing as bad publicity. 
At least, that’s how the saying goes. 
But when it comes to the entertain- 
ment industry, executives are learning 
that clichés aren’t always accurate. 

According to a recent study con- 
ducted by the Center for Media and 
Public Affairs, the trend of violence in 
the entertainment industry is steadily 
increasing. Not only is the violent con- 
tent in music, television and movies 
on the rise, but violent acts in the pri- 
vate lives of those involved in these 
industries are increasing as well. 

On Christmas day, R&B singer Keke 
Wyatt, 21, who had just released her 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 Whyte 
Ave * WED: The Forum, with Robert Alan, D} 
Calus and guests—FEB 13: Miguel Migs (NYC) 
* THU: Deja Vu, house with guests * FRI: Pilot 
Episode, with Simon Locke and Tripswitch and 
guests * SAT: Flava, hip-hop with weekly guests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte 
Ave, 439-1082 © TUE: Digital Underdog, hip 
hop with Sonny Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and 
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debut album, Soul Sista, on MCA/ Uni- 
versal Records, stabbed her husband 
five times during a domestic dispute. 
Rahmat Morton, who also doubles as 
Wyatt’s manager, suffered stab wounds 
to the chest, arm, hands and back. 
Wyatt has since been charged with sec- 
ond-degree assault. If convicted, she 
faces 10 to 20 years in prison. 

According to Jodi Taylor, the pub- 
licity and promotion co-ordinator for 
Universal Records Canada, it’s a shame 
to see entertainers acting out in vio- 
lent ways because those in the indus- 
try who are not following that path 
are being dragged down with those 
who are. But Taylor believes it's often 
the fans who drive celebrities to crimi- 
nal means. She says the public has a 
hunger for dirt on their favourite 
celebrities. As a result, artists uninten- 
tionally become role models. 

Despite the ongoing trend of 
celebrities getting in trouble with the 
law, Kevin “Jedi” Barton, the national 
urban music co-ordinator for Universal 
Music, says there is no direct connec- 
tion between show business and vio- 
lence, arguing that entertainers 
exercise free will and that the violent 
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Megaforce * SUN: What The Hell, downtem- 
po beats with DJ Tryptomene and Spilt Milk 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 « FRI: Funktion Fridays, 
urban with resident DJ Invinceable and guests 
* SAT: guest DJs * SUN: Ladies’ Night, with DJ 
Invinceable 


CLIMAXX AFTERHOURS—10148-105 St. 
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acts they carry out are the results of 
human nature, not side effects of the 
entertainment industry. “I think peo- 
ple are people,” he says. “If you were 
to walk into any courtroom tomorrow, 
you could probably find more correla- 
tion between poverty and crime.” 

Barton has plenty of experience in 
dealing with unruly artists thanks to his 
close business relationship with many of 
them. He says that public appearances 
and even tours are often cancelled due 
to legal restraints. At the end of the day, 
he adds, artists are the investments of 
their record labels. Some will make you 
rich, and some will make you wish you 
had never looked twice. 

But for every career that has been 
ruined by criminal behaviour—lke 


_ Turner, the abusive ex-husband of 


Tina, comes to mind—there’s an artist 
whose career has been aided by a dis- 
orderly lifestyle. Case in point: con- 
victed burglar Merle Haggard, whose 
15-year jail sentence inspired many of 
his most popular songs. 

Darryl Rodway, the chief execu- 
tive editor of Urbnet, a Canadian- 
owned entertainment magazine, says 
negative actions by celebrities can 


often equal positive resyj;, 
celebrities, being in headlines i; dal 
nitely easy publicity,” Rodway .. 
“The media's always looking fo, a 
and dirt draws attention to the artic 
According to Rodway, when ;..._ 
violence, people take notice Som 
times the drama draws more 3i;. 
tion than the music itself. y 
And that’s when problem, 
for artists. When the publicity , 
shines the artist and the my, 
careers become shortened, Rodw. 
says. As well, celebrities’ action, fre 
quently influence their fans Those 
who are “weak-minded,” Rodwa 
says, will try to live out the lifeestyteg 
and situations depicted by entertain 
ers. “The bottom line,” he says, " 
that this world is full of quacks, a, 
when quacks start making crazy 
music, people follow them.” 
Rodway adds that music isn’t the 
only outlet to blame for having a neq, 
ative effect on people and says otha 
forms of entertainment should also be 
held responsible. “Books can influence 
people,” he says. “A book influences 
the death of John Lennon. Not, 
movie, not a song, but a book.” @ 
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* (780) 425 2582 * THU: guest DJs © FRI: 
Thunder Dave, Slay, Mr. Anderson, LP © SAT: 
Wil Danger, Donovan, Protege, Ryan Mason 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, 
info 426-7521 © FRI: Future Funk Fridays, 
drum ‘n’ bass with Deegree, Skoolee and 
Phatcat * SAT: Urban Saturdays, with DJ Spin- 
cycle, DJ Invinceable and quests 


DEVLIN'S—10507-82 Ave, info 437-7489 
* SUN: beats with DJ Calus and Robert Allen 


EUPHORIA— 4605 - 50 Ave., Red Deer, 
AB (late night/after hours) « FRI-SAT: 
deep house, trance and hard house with resi- 
dents Sesek, Travisty and Devilish 


EVAR AFTER/G-SPOT—10148-105 St. 
(late night/after hours) * WED; Ladies 
Night, with Goza * THU: Rewind with Slav 
and quests * FRI: resident DJs James Gregory, 
Tomek, plus guests © SAT: Infinity, with the 
Starving DJs (Tristan Newton, Vaas, Diazo) 


FLY— 10203-104 St., 421-0992 « FRI: house 
with Dr. Yvo * SAT; house and R&B with Alvaro 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO + 
WED: house with Dirty Darren Pockett ¢ THU: 
Soul What?, with Tanner and Echo © FRI: How 
Sweet It Is, hip-hop, house and R&B with DJ 
Echo, Alvaro * SAT: For Those Who Know.., 
with Junior Brown, Amedeo, and Ryan Mason 
* SUN: As Good As It Gets, house with Andy 
Pockett * THU JAN 31: Junior Sanchez (NYC) 
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IRON HORSE—8101-103 Street, inf, 
438-1907 » WED: Freeflow, house with 9; 
Johnny Five « FRI-SAT; Alix Dj 


2851 * WED: Main-The Classic, retrc 
D} Loki; Velvet-progressive house with Aric 
& Roel ¢ THU: Lush—Traumma, drum ‘n’ bas 
& jungle with residents Phatcat, Decree 
Skoolee and guests—Jan. 31: Celcius 
Ghetto F/X * FRI: Main-Bump ‘n’ H 
house with Remo Williams and Bobby 1 
do and rotating guests—FEB 8: Che 
Brothers Exclusive Release Party, with 
Dj David Stone; Velvet—Underground, alter 
native & retro with Eddie Lunchpail » Say 
Turbo, progressive trance and hou 
alternating residents and guests— FES 2 
The New Deal (Toronto), Bobby 1: 
Alvardo; Velvet: Forties ‘n’ Nines, wit 
and Sundog 


MAJESTIK—10123-112 St. © THU: House 
night with residents Tripswitch, S t 
and guests * FRI: Hard House with 
dents Crunchee, Jaw-Dee, Charlie Mayhe 
* SAT: hard house with DJ Crunchee—ffé 
2: Slipmatt (UK) 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-112 St 
413-4578 * TUE: Likwid Lounge—Stellar, 4 
Pop, Mod and indie Rock, with D} Bluejay 
Travy D * WED: Suburbs—Atmosph; 
school, soul, house and hip hop, wit! 
Curt and Slacks ¢ FRI. FEB 8: Dj F 
(Pheonix), Spilt Milk * SAT: Suburbs 
days Suck, with D] Blue Jay and Nik Rolee 
SUN: Suburbs—SChocolate Sundaes, wh 
Hand Luc, Remo Williams and guests 


PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave ° Sp 
Hardcover, drum ‘n’ bass with Celcit 
Deadly, Ghetto F/X, J.Me. J, and guests 


RED’S—Phase 3, West Edmonton Mall 
MON: Mike’s Mondays * TUES: Toonie | 
days * SAT; Saturday Night Party, w'! 
Kenny K * SUN: Hypno Sundays 


SAVOY—10401 Whyte Ave, 438-0373" 
FRI: Indie Rock, with DJs Rich and Shane 
SAT: Beats, with Ariel & Roel * SUN 

Pop, with Deja D} 


SQUIRES—10505-82 Ave, downstairs 7 
MON: Local Motive with rotating ho 
Waterboy, Genome, Kryptokane and 9 


SUBLIME (late night/afte! 
hours)-10147-104 St., Bsmt. 905-802 
FRI: Remedy, with rotating residents \”* 
Ryan, Donovan, $2 * SAT: house with Ma 
Mulatto and Locks Garant 


SUITE 69—8232-103 Street, upstairs’ 
SUN: Infusion, with DJs Diabolik and Hea®* 


THERAPY (late night/ aft" 
hours)-10028-102 Street (2''*) 
entrance), info 903-7666 * FRI: Upst 

Greg Wynn, Cool Hand Luc, Tripswitc” 
Bunker— Saki& Spanky, Tiff-Slip, A’ 
Donahue * SAT: Upstairs—Dragon, * 
Alias; Bunker—Gundam, Bobby Torped: 


J LOGIC 


ntablists always like to say how 
ey're constantly on the hunt for 
citing new sounds, but few of them 
k up those claims with the skill, the 
felligence and the true eclecticism of 
Logic. On various tracks on his new 
isc, The Anomaly, Logic incorporates 
e sinuous, Wayne Shorter-like saxo- 
one of core Project Logic musician 
ey Benjamin, the funky organ and 
vinet playing of John Medeski, the 
ti-instrumentalist chaos of Living 
sior idea man Vernon Reid, the Kro- 
5s Quartet-like playing of Israeli vio- 
mist Miri Ben-Ari and the powerhouse 
als of opera singer Marie Claire. 
There’s not the slightest hint of 
Jettantism about Logic’s restless 
usical borrowings, either; Logic col- 
borates with his guest artists instead 
merely sampling a catchy riff or two 
om them. (“Soul Kissing,” which fea- 
ires Ben-Ari as well as tabla player 
phala, Sting percussionist Mino 
elu and vibraphonist Brian Carrot, 
its name from Logic’s theory that 
aking music together is “like having 
bur souls kiss.”) DJ Logic’s whole 
pproach to music makes perfect 
Se to me; he’s pushing the bound- 
jes of electronica the way Miles 
vis pushed the boundaries of jazz, 
d if he keeps it up, Logic could very 
Ii come up with the turntablist 
ivalent of Bitches’ Brew. Yk te vr 
ePaUL MATWYCHUK 


iL 


e seen The Royal Tenenbaums three 
Mes already, and one of the things 
© come to admire most about it— 
de from its painstaking production 
ign, the richly conceived backstory 
provides for every single character 
d the endless array of spot-on comic 
ermances—is director Wes Ander- 
S uncanny ability for choosing 
sic that matches up perfectly (and 
rectly unexpectedly) with his char- 
ters’ emotions. Who else would 
ink of accompanying a scene in 
nich @ rascally ex-lawyer surrepti- 
sly meets his estranged grandkids 
h Bob Dylan's “Wigwam”? Or 
NG Us a long-lost falcon returning 
its owner while the gentle tones of 
Velvet Underground's “Stephanie 
fs Play on the soundtrack? 
Even if you've made the biggest 
of your life and haven't seen 
Im, the Royal Tenenbaums sound- 
'S a gorgeous, stand-alone col- 
ion of evocative pop and rock. 


via 


Some of it is raucous (e.g., the 
Ramones’ “Judy Is a Punk”), but most 
is luminously depressing stuff like Elliot 
Smith’s “Needle in the Hay,” Nick 
Drake's heartbreaking “Fly” and the 
two tracks by Nico (the spiritual kin of 
Gwyneth Paltrow's raccoon-eyed Mar- 
got Tenenbaum), all complemented 
by Mark Mothersbaugh’s gentle 
celeste-and-harp-laden score. You 
heard me, Coltrane—buy it now. 


He te te He —Paut Marwychiux 


In a modern world where ambien 
experimental music that doesn’t employ 
electronics has become the exception 
and not the rule, this New York-based 
combo offers a breath of fresh air. 

With influences in both the post- 
rock (think Rachels) and the classical 
worlds, Edison Woods mixes cellos, 
pianos, understated percussion and 
the wispy, angelic voice of Julia Frodahl 
in a way that comes off sounding 
more like a soundscape than a collec- 
tion of eight individual songs; it's as if 
the song breaks are put onto the CD 
more as a novelty than a necessity. Of 
course, much of this music was written 
for film; before the Winnipeg-based 
Endearing label picked it up, this music 
was independently released by the 
band after being used in a documen- 
tary called Transitions to Triumph. 

This is not music to uplift you, 
either: the cello strains are mournful; 
the percussion, while quiet, is unset- 
tling, and the piano adds a touch of 
eeriness to the whole package. It’s a 
challenging work, but when the layers 
are peeled back after repeated plays, 
the listener will be rewarded with a 
feeling of dread, not joy. %%* %* — 
STEVEN SANDOR 


the name Bill Bourne, Lester Quitzau 
and Madagascar Slim assume for their 
collaborative creations—have released 
a live album. The band, after all, was 
born on the stage, an unlikely cross- 
border musical bond forged between a 
couple of guys from Edmonton and a 
friend who came to Canada from 
Madagascar. It was on the festival cir- 
cuit that Tri-Continental honed its 
unique weave of Quitzau’s blues, 
Bourne's uncanny rhythmic sensibilities 
and Slim’s fat, warm (and phat) African 
electric guitar. And it’s with a live CD 
from the partnership we're reminded 
that, like threescheese lasagna, good 
things do indeed come in threes. 

Many of the tracks on this double 
album start rather reservedly, perhaps 
so as not to startle the concert audi- 
ence in Bremen—Germans not being 
known as the world’s most emotionally 
outgoing people. But the songs build. 
And build. And build. Whether they're 
doing a classic blues number like 
Muddy Waters’s “Honey Bee,” a 
Bourne original like the epic “Ole Buffa- 
lo” or a traditional folk song like “Wor- 
ried Man,” Tri-Continental’s 
arrangements sound like true tapes- 
tries, each layer of guitar and vocals 
intertwined and inseparable from the 


LMA | a 
MAloo ss 
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music sounds better with VUE 


1D 


piece as a whole. Standouts include 
Quitzau’'s “Precious Love” and Bourne's 
“The House,” which morphs into an 
extended blues jam to close out the 
second disc. Tri-Continental knows it 
takes more than a standard radio- 
length song to tell a story and take 
your listeners on a journey, so most of 
the tracks on Live weigh in at eight or 
nine minutes long. Make the time; it’s 
worth it. ke vevkeF ~—Dan Rusinsten 


Suocore Devit Rock Disco (Linus) 

Besides having one of the best titles 
I've heard in years, this funky metal 
disc from Vancouver's Shocore fea- 
tures some damned fine songs, even if 
it falls a bit short of being great. 
“Bonecracker,” the album’s leadoff 
track, is good and catchy—and while 
it's not exactly original sounding, it’s 
easy to figure out why it got so much 
radio play. It’s the most typical song 
on the disc; it’s only when Shocore 
strays farther from the formula of hip 
hop-laden metal tunes that they really 
shine. Lead singer Cory White used to 
play in DDT, a band | think deserved 
far more recognition than they ever 
got, and it sounds like he’s in good 
company. With 10 adrenaline-fueled 
offerings covering a broad range 
styles, Devil Rock Disco makes for a 
good listen. There's some interesting 
layering of sounds, giving it a pol- 
ished, well-produced sound that 
sounds fresh and edgy without going 
overboard, Ye ¥r%eF —Pxit Durerron 


Various Artists THE Source 
Presents: Hip-Hop Hits Vol. 5 
_ (Der Jam/ Universat) 

In case you didn’t buy any of the top- 
selling albums of 2001, Def Jam and The 
Source have teamed up to compile the 
most popular songs from each one onto 
a single CD. If you're a regular Much- 
Music viewer, follow 106th and Park’s 
daily top 10 and bite your nails in antici- 
pation of mainstream radio’s “urban 
mix,” Hip-Hop Hits Vol. 5 is for you. 

Multi-platinum songs like D-12's 
“Purple Pills” (not “Hills”), Missy Elliot’s 
“Get Ur Freak On” and Ja Rule and J- 
Lo’s “I’m Real” lead the lineup and 
should be enough to put Hip-Hop Hits 
under the beds of suburban teens 
across North America. But in case those 
songs don’t float your boat, there’s 
more... much more. Foxy Brown and 
Spragga Benz are featured on “Oh 
Yeah,” a song whose sole purpose 
seems to be determining the degree of 
Fox-Boogie Brown's hood-dom. As well, 
Cash Money Millionaires’ Project Bitc... 

Um, listen, | can’t do this anymore. 
| really tried to be fair, but there's 
absolutely no reason for this compila- 
tion to exist, except to further pollute 
the already oversaturated hip-hop 
market. Don’t fans of these artists 
already own these songs already? In 
these days of CD burners and rampant 
bootlegging, compilations need to be 
more than just popular songs random- 
ly thrown together. Def Jam should 
have taken a lesson from other compi- 
lations and gotten a DJ to take some of 
these hits and used them as the basis 
for a more commercially focussed CD. 
ete 9 —Sean Austin-Jovner 
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10030 - 102ST INFO: 423-7820 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA 


$1.00 highballs & $1.50 domestic beer until 11 
with your hostess sireena, and dj eddie lunchpail 
every friday at lush in the velvet underground 


hasszha 


10030 102 street 18+id required 
lushnightelub.com 
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Vengeance is mine, saith the Count 


Te Count of 
Monte Cristo has 
too much buckle, 
not enough swash 
_ By DAN RUBINSTEIN © 
fter 13 years of incarceration 
AB: the hellish island prison 
Chateau D’if, with the help 
of#*wise old inmate who teaches 


camped out. They’re trying to 
decide how to deal with one of their 
own who’s been caught pocketing 
more than his share of loot. The 
leader of the outlaws wants Dantes 
to engage in a knifefight to the 
death with Jacopo (Traffic’s Luis 
Guzman), with the survivor (re)join- 
ing the marauders. Jacopo, the boss 
warns Dantes, is the deadliest knife 
fighter he knows. “You should get 
out more,” responds Dantes. 

Such is the way director Kevin 


him everything from Reynolds handles The 
swordsmanship to Count of Monte 
Economics 101 and Cristo, Alexandre 
gives him a map Dumas'’s classic tale 
revealing the where- of a man consumed by 


abouts of a secret hoard of treasure, 
Edmond Dantes (Jim Caviezel) pulls 
off a daring jailbreak. He plunges off 
a cliff into the Mediterranean and 
swims through the night to the 
nearest land, only to wash up on a 
beach where a gang of smugglers is 


me 


Doors: 6PM 


Gor Tickets at) (} 
ads 


1 te COL Saye are 
m4 OG EEN tae ert ie 


revenge. As written, the book is a 
rollicking adventure story crammed 
with swashbuckling, desolate rocky 
outcrops, lavish country manors 
and cold-hearted betrayal. But the 
screenplay penned by Jay Wolpert, 
who currently serves as the first pro- 


e 4 ed Ss Show: 7PM 


Tickets also available at all e#@i 
centres or Charge-By-Phone: 780-451-8000 


Limit # iekots pr percon 


tmasterca 


wetew Aa te yhowat ap pons Wb Ne 
A ClearChannel Entertainment Event @BEAR 


ducer on The Price Is Right and cites 
his role as Diane Keaton’s gynecolo- 
gist in the Father of the Bride II 
among his top acting credits, infuses 
the action with a plethora of incon- 
gruous Schwarzenegger-style one- 
liners (including that witty quip 
Dantes delivers on the beach despite 
the fact that minutes earlier he was 
so tired he was passed out face-first 
in the sand—and that he’s just 
escaped from more than a dozen 
years in prisgn, the first six of which 
he spent in solitary confinement 
with only an annual whipping from 
the warden keeping him in touch 
with his fellow man). 

Then again, perhaps Dantes’s ill- 
fitting wisecracking is consistent 
with Reynolds's approach. Although 
not quite as schizophrenic as bla- 
tant star vehicles like Legends of the 
Fall, which abruptly jumped from 
cowboy epic to mobster movie to 
war report, The Count of Monte Cristo 


Don’t fence me in: Guy Pearce and Jim Caviezel cut a wide swath through 


The Count of Monte Cristo 


never decides what kind of film it 
wants to be. It begins with the 
veneer of a pseudo-sophisticated 


ee () 


OVER 100 TOP CRITICS AGREE THAT “GOSFORD PARK” IS: 


“ONE OF THE BEST PICTURES 
OF THE YEAR!” 


THE BEST 
REVIEWED 


MACDONALD » 
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TT THOM WATSON 
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odeonfilms.com 
gostordparkmovie.com 
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CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES: * DIGMAL SOUND 


LMS - AN ALLIANCE ATLANTIS COMPANY 


succumbing to the trappings of tig 
prison escape flick. 


The bad Guy 


Ultimately, Reynolds's and Woilper 
subterfuge notwithstanding, 7) 
Count of Monte Cristo cannot dodg 
Dumas’s primary theme: revenge, 
and how an unchecked thirst fop 
vengeance will render meaningles 
the motives behind such a ques 
The plot that leads us here is rela 
tively simple. Dantes, effectively but 
un-extraordinarily played| 
Caviezel (who starred opposite |-l¢ 
in Angel Eyes), is a commoner in 
early 19th-century France. He's pro: 
moted to ship’s captain, is happily 
in love with his beautiful fiancé 
(newcomer Dagmara Dominczyk) 
and has a watch-my-back best 
friend, Fernand Modego, played by 
Memento’s Guy Pearce. (Hopefully 
he'll forget this one.) Modego, how 
ever, is the son of a wealthy count 
and secretly covets Dantes’s success, 
not to mention his girlfriend. (How 
these guys ever became friends is 
beyond me.) Mondego conspii 
against his boyhood pal, a betiay#l 
that sends Dantes to the infamous 
Chateau D’if, from which he eve 
tually escapes and concocts an ¢lal: 
orate scheme—transforming hir 
into the mysterious Count of Monts 
Cristo—so he can deposit caps !" 
the asses of those who dissed hit 

None of the characters rea) 
stands out, other than Luis 6" 
man’s Jacopo. As Dantes’s indeb' 
sidekick, Guzman delivers mo»! 
the best lines in a film that’s t 
with visual treats and mildly es 
ing action sequences but shor! 
intellectual stimulation. ©! 
almost forgot the performance °! 
the legendary Richard Harris * 
Abbe Faria, the elderly inmate 
bestows so much philosophy 
wisdom upon Dantes. But Ha! 
scenes, like the film overall, a! 
gettable and predicable. Read ‘" 
book instead. © 


al 


e 


Cristo 
Directed by Kevin Reynols * 
Starring Jim Caviezel, Guy Pea" 
Dagmara Dominczyk and Richa? 
Harris « Now play" 
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power of bears human spirit.” -— NICOLE KIDMAN BRINGS HEART AND EROTIC HEAT TO HER ROLE. 


HER PERFORMANCE TURNS UNEXPECTED EMOTIONAL CORNERS.” 


od morning america Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


vwerers 


“the level of talent brought to the 
table is absolutely exceptional. iz : 
pfeiffer gives a strong = BEFORE THEY 


performance.” 5 rT SHARE A FUTURE, 
heather c. hudak, calgary straight ; 


sean PENN michelle PFEIFFER THEY HAVE TO 


; am sam ; SURVIVE HER PAST. 


— ) iar) BENCHAPLIN 
ee aa mores s44 | = AS I J f in) 
| | 
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A BIG SURPRISE. 


“THE TOP FILM 

OF THE YEAR! 4 i a 

An Epic Adventure With The Nerve * P ay MIRAMAX Fon oe 
To Be All That It Could Be.” 7 4 y 

Eh Sn tare awcites THMES | 
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TWIST MAGAZINE 
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“Lasse Hallstrom has turned E. Annie Proulx's Pulitzer- 
winning novel into a movie that engrosses, hypnotizes 
and clings to the memory long after the final frame. 


Kex Reed. NEW YORK OBSERVER 


“The Shipping News’ 


is good news.” 
Jay Carr, BOSTON GLOBE 


KEVIN SPACEY JULIANNE MOORE 
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Romeo and Soviet 


A Russian 
mail-order bride 
wreaks post-Cold 
War havoc in 
Birthday Girl 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK > 


ou can hardly blame John 
Vio Chaplin), the hero of 

the offbeat new romantic 
thriller Birthday Girl, for resort- 
ing to desperate measures in his 
search for a girlfriend. While he’s 
not bad-looking, in a nebbishy, 
buttoned-down sort of way, he’s 
also very shy, very British—and his 
habit of spending his evenings 
alone in his ant-infested house 
after a long day of working at the 


Mau Mau 
“SEX SEX: 


“This spirited documentary shows us the hazards of filming volleyball at nudist 
camps and the marketing possibilities of women mating with gorillas.” 
“NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


“Ogle a century's worth of cinematic sex. Ted Bonnitt's engaging documentary 
offers a trove of campy, cheesy, titilating and historically significant clips." 
-PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 


"A perfect time to relish yesteryear's schiock cinema" 
“~NEW YORK VILLAGE VOICE 


local bank has pretty much taken WE aed England: Ben Chaplin sends away for Nicole Kidman in 
: ; f VAST 
him out of sexual circulation. But 
as he drives to the airport to meet _ appears to be a complete run of the bile and trying to figure oy 
Nadia, the Russian mail-order bride respected scholarly journal Hog- Nadia actually loves him or} 
he has sent for through an Internet Tied Bitches, helps her efficiently simply been Playing him fy 
website calling itself zero in on John’s par- sucker all along. 
. ¢ f “ | “From Russia With ticular kinks.) But 
ATSAND an ILAPWAOEWARD Geen ieee eal @ 4 Love,” even John romance just when John Which way is the John? 
( {FRIDAY — (MONDAY 2&9 PM NIGHT Ly seems to be saying VUE begins to think 
bea cpr cd WORDAN, MOeCe to himself, “Nothing she Nadia might be his Birthday Girl was directed by 
) “Mau Mou Sex Sex Is undoubtedly the most provocative title of the year. What's | ese : : & Y Girl Was directed by j 
| great fun about the film is that it Is like a peek behind the Great Oz's curtain." good can possibly come of this.” dream girl after all—hey, who cares Butterworth (who co-wrote} 
Gaia ve ae And when he gets his first sight of | about conversation when your script with his brother Tom; 
Nadia—as played by the lithe, vora- Partner can tie a good square _ British writer who made a nay 
cious-looking Nicole Kidman, her knot?—a pair of untrustworthy- for himself with his play Mojo 
hair dyed brown, her head tower- looking Russians named Yuri and edgy hybrid of Reservoir Doys, ] 
ing several inches above Chap- Andrei show up at his doorstep, Krays and Harold Pinter that Th 
lin’s—you realize that this poorsap claiming to be Nadia’s cousins. atre Network Staged here 
has bitten off a lot more than he (Bizarrely enough, Yuri and _ three years ago. Birthday Ciri 
can possibly chew. Andrei are played by two French softer, quirkier, less categorizi 
Birthday Girl starts out as a sub- Suys, Amélie’s Mathieu Kassovitz creation—and also a less mem 
dued sexual comedy; John and and Vincent Cassel, who Kasso- rable one. I think that’s large 


"The most entertair and 
cannot recommend 


Sit'e fun henging cut with ae " Per sce Nadia (who, it turns out, doesn’t vitz directed in Hate and The result of the Butterworths’ { 
Sensationaliom bluntly and frankly, and enjoyed every minute of It." Speak a word of English) spend a Crimson Rivers.) to give us much reason to ca 
—< 2 ed . Rar: 16t few awkward, timid days together It's around this point that Birth- about John, who, for all his av 


before Nadia, apparently fearful day Girl turns into a thriller— ward fumbling around her, ( 


/ < i that John is having second before you know it, John is plays very little empathy 
in the Citadel Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. thoughts about their relationship nervously cleaning out the vault of _ tenderness toward Nadia, af 


CYNE For more information, call 425-9212. and may send her back to Russia, his own bank, dodging the police indeed, whose treatment of hi 
Metro operates nee . me Att seduces him into letting her stay. by driving down back country becomes extremely exploitativ 
with the ioe Se oi (Her discovery of John’s secret stash roads in his extremely conspicu- There’s an unpleasantness at t 
support of: €dmonton cs of pornography, including what ous, broken-down orange automo- centre of this film that the Bul 
worths never quite dispel or 
cile—there’s nothing wrong 


_— - creating a movie in which « 
“AWESOMELY ENTERTAINING” 4 Hedy uses everybody else; it’s| 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall 


blvis Mitchell, New York Ties asking a lot from the audience! 
| { expect them to start rooting | 
; " ; ; r i h to find true love. 
se “AN 18TH CENTURY VERSION z ; i the users to find true 


" : ins . Birthday Girl is pretty skipp® 
OF ‘THE MATRIX” m a) ; 


stuff, but the cast is solid—espe 
Lou Lannentck, NEW YORK POS! ly aeOniteertnelcon man * 
genuinely seems to want his ¥! 
tims not to have any hard tec!!! 
against him even after he © 
their lives; and Kidman, who « 
: . qT . veys a heightened sense of ( 
IM BY CHRIS ; S and unknowability in her cha! 
even though she seems to disp 
teary eyes, a red nose, a cut !'| 
bruised body in every single ‘ 
of the film. Impressively, sh« 
delivers at least half her per 
ance in Russian, although | 
no idea how skillfully she exc" 
this feat. Anyway, she prone 
doesn’t do any worse than the ™ 
Frenchmen. © 
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-THE ADVENTURE BEGINS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH! 


ay © 
Directed by Jez Butterwort"" 
Starring Ben Chaplin, Nicole Kid" 


nounds in eerie, 
ore-y Mothman 
ophecies 


irected by Mark Pellington 
4 (Arlington Road) and based on 

the nonfiction 
ok of the same 
tie by John Keel, 
e Mothman 
phecies depicts a 
des of ambiguous, inexplicable and 
rtling actual events as seen 
ough the eyes of “John Klein,” 
ichard Gere), a noted journalist 
ting for the Washington Post. The 
m opens with a sequence that con- 
ts the harsh environment of the 
pst press offices (where Gere is lit 
ghtly but coldly, our view of his 


face obscured by desktop computer 
monitors or desk lamps) with the 
warmth of Klein’s home life with wife 
Mary (Debra Messing). The happy 
couple finds the perfect house in the 
perfect neighbourhood and welcomes 
their new purchase with much talk 
about how perfect their lives have 
become in such a short time. Alas, 
when Mary takes the wheel and they 
head home, trouble leaps in front of 
their car, sending it 
careening into a tree 
and setting upa 
nicely stylized shot 
of Messing’s head 

impacting on her side window. 

Cut to Gere exhausted at her 
hospital bedside. What had she seen 
in the street? How could he have 
missed it? An MRI brain scan dis- 
covers a brain tumour and doctors 
conclude that Mary was hallucinat- 
ing. Now, with producers Tom 


Rosenberg, Gary Lucchesi and Ted 


4 Walk to Remember 
orgets to include 
conflict, depth, sex 


believe it is possible to make a 
movie about teenagers that is 
moving, smart, funny and true. 
xamples of this rare phenomenon 
nclude Heathers, Say Anything, Some 
ind of Wonderful and the more 
ecent October Sky. A Walk to 
emember sets out to make a 
iveet teenage love story but quickly 
lets mired down in its shallow 
aracters and watered-down, con- 
ct-free plot. 

Landon Carter (Shane West) 
les his small-town school. Lead- 
hg the popular crowd in their rev- 
ties (drinking, making out and 
hocking the less popular), he lands 
a heap of trouble after an initia- 
on prank goes wrong. Landon’s 
unishment: doing janitorial work, 
toring an underprivileged stu- 
ent and, inexplicably, playing the 
fad in the school 
husical. He meets 
mie Sullivan 
andy Moore), 
© Bible-toting, soft- 
Poken, definitely uncool minister's 
ughter, After Landon chooses 
ue over the cool crowd (in front 
the whole school!), they go on a 
ate where they indulge in stick-on 
ttoos and go for dinner and danc- 
"8 under the stars at what appears 
be a retirement home. Of course, 
ung love is never without tur- 
hoil, and Jamie is desperate not to 
“veal the secret she carries that 
Duld tear them apart forever. Trust 
BS, YOu Won't be surprised. 
dpe heavily soundtracked movie 
*©s on melodramatic music and 
‘ck cuts to tell its story. There are 
OY nearly interesting moments in 
"© tilm, such as when Landon final- 
‘aches the student he’s. been 
toring or when Jamie begins to 


ike a virgin 


atv iitelitas 
reVUE 


crack under the 
taunts of the other 
students. But every- 
thing is immediate- 
ly resolved as we 
are rushed through 
to the next scene 
and a new issue is 
presented and 
immediately 
resolved. All the 
stereotypes are 
there—the token 
black friend who 
tries to bring a 
funkified air to the 
proceedings, the 
blonde cheerlead- 
ers turning cart- 
wheels on the lawn 
of the school. Even 
when Landon’s ex- 
girlfriend decides 


to exact revenge on mS 


Mandy Moore and Shane 
Walk to Remember 


Jamie for stealing 
her man, it’s not a 
big deal. Why? 
Because there are no conflicts. Even 
though the film supposedly portrays 
what is perhaps the cru- 
elest time of human 
existence—i.e., 
high school—none 
of the characters are 
ever less than passively-aggressively 
supportive of each other. Worse, 
there is never any doubt that every- 
thing will be just fine. 


Sparks and recreation 


Underneath this movie's flab, 
there are a lot of interesting 
issues that could have been 
explored: single-parent families, 
peer pressure, the frustration of 
living in a small town. But by try- 
ing to cram in every detail of 
Nicholas Sparks’s source novel, 
the action alternates between a 
slow drag (seven musical montage 
sequences) and frenetically paced 
plot development. Sparks’s book, 
which was set in the 1950's, has 
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Tannebaum’s names in the credits, 
you could be forgiven for expecting 
another cancer drama like Autumn 
in New York to be in the works here, 
but rest easy: this time, Gere’s love 
interest dies 10 minutes into the 
action instead of lingering around 
for the entire two hours. 


Mulder, he said 


Later, the melancholy, driven Klein 
finds himself lost in Point Pleasant, 
Virginia, where he is stunned to 
encounter one person after another 
who has had encounters similar to 
Mary’s. Interestingly, Pellington 
resists the temptation to give us a 
clear, concrete image of the mysteri- 
ous apparition who's causing all this 
mischief. Instead, all we have to 
guide us into these people’s fears are 
impressionistic drawings and blurry 
cinematography. The tactic pays off 
to a certain degree, but after a cer- 


West set off Sparks inA 


been updated to the present day 
for the film, but the story retains 
a nostalgic, sentimental attitude 
toward growing up that quickly 
becomes cloyingly saccharine. 

The longest uninterrupted scene 
in the film is Mandy Moore's per- 
formance in the school musical— 
cut like a music video, it’s an 
endless montage of superimposed 
images of Mandy Moore singing to a 
camera that revolves around her. 
Moore does have a certain amount 
of onscreen charm and she certainly 
can sing—we find that out within 
the first five minutes of the movie. 
But as a vehicle for anyone, the film 
is entirely forgettable, save that it 
begs the question: how cool is a 
cool crowd that has a lengthy secret 
handshake? @ 


A Walk to Remember 
Directed by Adam Shankman * 
Starring Mandy Moore, Shane West, 
Peter Coyote and Daryl Hannah * 
Now playing 


= 
ae 
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Is this your card? Richard Gere quizzes Laura Linney about The Mothman 
Prophecies 


tain point Pellington stops raising 
the horror-movie stakes and con- 
centrates instead on the much less 
intriguing relationship between 
Klein and Connie Parker (Laura Lin- 
ney), Point Pleasant’s finest. As 
Klein, Gere has lost some of his cus- 
tomary vacuity, but I couldn’t say 
that his was a powerful perform- 
ance—perhaps because it owes so 
much to the Mulder/Scully template 
from The X-Files; he's convinced of 


| everything, while she steadfastly 


refuses to believe. 

The Mothman Prophecies is like 
The Sixth Sense, minus the cute and 
cuddly, dead-but-lovable kids. Most 
interesting to me is the fascination 
these two films share with the exis- 


| tence of a paranormal hyper-reality 
| parallel to our own; both films try to 
| take us beyond the shocking exterior 
| of the unexplained in order to show 


us the warm fuzzy feeling we could 
share if we'd just accept that we're 
not alone in this chaotic world. 
Demons are good for us, damn it! 
Because Keel’s book was written 
about (supposedly) actual sightings 


| and harrowing encounters that 


occurred during the mid- to late 
‘60s in the real-life Point Pleasant, 
The Mothman Prophecies can’t realis- 
tically. provide a conclusive solu- 


tion to the mystery of the Moth- 
man; we can only say, once we've 
seen it, that we know the reason 
for its urgency. What I can say, 
however, is that Pellington’s direc- 
torial techniques are intriguing. His 
previous experimental videoWork 
possesses a convoluted, appealing 
vision that I hope to see more of— 
and the opening credit sequence 
he’s come up with for Mothman is 
the best I’ve seen since David 
Fincher’s Seven or David Cronen- 
berg’s Crash. © 


The Mothman Prophecies 
Directed by Mark Pellington * 
Starring Richard Gere, Laura Linney, 
Will Patton and Debra Messing ® 
Now playing 


De yvou 


a strong desire te succeed and the motivation to make it happen? 
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WUE WEEKLY offers the right candidate an 
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Birthday Girl (CO, FP) Nicole Kidman, Ben 
Chaplin, Vincent Cassel and Mathieu Kasso- 
vitz star in Mojo writer/director Jez Butter- 
worth’s edgy romantic comedy about an 
Englishman who gets into more trouble than 
he bargained for when he orders a Russian 
mail-order bride over the Internet. 

ra) Mau Mau Sex Sex (MM) Director Ted 

Bonnitt’s affectionate documentary 
faa Portrait of legendary exploitation 
movie producers Dan Sonney and 

David Friedman, their colourful careers as 
renegade free-speech advocates and their 
decades-long friendship. Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel, fri-Mon, Feb 1-4, 7 and 9pm 
Slackers (CO, FP) Jason Schwartzman, 
Devon Sawa, James King and Laura Prepon 
star in director Dewey Nicks’s teen comedy 
about a geeky college student who blackmails 
a popular classmate into helping him woo the 
most popular girl on campus. 
The Swan (EFS) Grace Kelly, Alec Guinness 
and Louis Jourdan star in Gilda director 
Charles Vidor’s sophisticated 1956 comedy 
about a beautiful but aloof princess who finds 
herself attracted to her younger brothers’ 
handsome tutor even as her mother plays 
matchmaker for her with a visiting crown 
prince. Based on the play by Ferenc Molnar. 
Provincial Museum Auditorium (102 Ave & 128 
St); Mon, Feb 4, 8pm 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


All (CQ}FViIl Smith, Michael Michele, Jon 
Voight, Jamie Foxx and Jada Pinkett Smith 
star in The Insider director Michael Mann‘s 
film about boxer Cassius Clay, his rise to fame 
during the 1960s, his refusal to fight in Viet- 
nam and his eventual emergence as pop cul- 
ture icon Muhammad Ali. 


Amélie (P) Audrey Tautou and Math- 

ieu Kassovitz star in The City of Lost 
Kfar Children director Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s 
PICK : ak 

whimsical, wildly imaginative fable 
about a lonely young Parisian woman who 
begins secretly performing good deeds for 
the unhappy people in her neighbourhood. 
\n French with English subtitles. 


A Beautiful Mind (CO, FP) Russell Crowe, 


2 Monsters Inc (G) 93min 
2 Kate and Leopold (PG) 118min 


5 Snow Dogs (G) 100min 


AMOUS PLAYERS 


SHOWTIMES EFFECTIVE: Fri, Feb. | - Thu, Feb. 7. 
SILVERCISY WEM 444-2400 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST (G) IMAX 2D. 

No passes, no coupons. Fri 10:30 12:30 2:30 4:30 7:00 9:00 
Sat Sun 2:30 4:30 7:00 9:00 Mon 10:30 2:30 4:30 7:00 9:00 
Tue Wed Thu 10:30 12:30 4:30 7:00 9:00 


BLACK HAWK DOWN (IBA) Gory war violence 
THX 12:50 4:15 7:30 10:20 10:45 


THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO (PG) 
Violent scenes, THX I:tS 4:30 7:40 10:40 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S 
STONE (PG) Frightening scenes. THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 
Thu 12:30 3:40 7:00 Wed 12:30 3:40 


CHINA: THE PANDA ADVENTURE (G) IMAX 2D. 


Showumes not available 
JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (G) THX 1245 3:10 530 


KUNG POW: ENTER THE FIST (PG) Crude content 
THX 12:55 3:00 5:10 7:20 10:00 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE RING(14A) Violent scenes 
THX 1:10 5:10 8:40 9:10 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN (PG) Coarse language 
THX 1:50 4:50 7:45 10:30 


ORANGE COUNTY (144) THX 1:20 4:20 6:45 9:30 


THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS (4A) 
THX 12:35 3:45 6:50 9:40 


SLACKERS (18A) Crude sexual content 
THX 12:40 2:50 5:20 7:50 10:10 


SNOW DOGS (G) THX 1:30 4:10 7:15 9:50 
AWALK TO REMEMBER (PG) THX 1:00 4:00 7:10 945 


"Tired of $12?" #101, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albe 
MOVIE LINE 458-9822 - Doors open 6:15pm Mon-Fri 
Adults $8, Children $4.50, Tues $5, Special Matinee prices 


3 Harry Potter (PG) 150min. Frightening Scanas 
4 Black Hawk Down (18A) 144min Gory War Violence 


Jennifer Connelly, Ed Harris and Paul Bettany 
star in How the Grinch Stole Christmas director 
Ron Howard's uplifting biopic about John 
Nash Jr, the Nobel Prize-winning mathemati- 
cian whose research laid the groundwork for 
the “game theory” of economics, and his life- 
long battle with paranoid schizophrenia. 
Based on the book by Sylvia Nasar. 


Beauty and the Beast (SC) An IMAX pres- 
entation of the 1991 animated film about the 


romance that slowly blossoms between a 
young woman and a formerly handsome 
prince labouring to lift the spell that has 
transformed him into a hideous animal. 
Songs by Alan Menken and Howard Ashman. 
Black Hawk Down (CO, FP, GR) Josh Hart- 
nett, Tom Sizemore, Ewan McGregor and 
Eric Bana star in Hannibal director Ridley 
Scott’s vivid war film, an account of the dis- 
astrous 1993 Battle of Mogadishu, which 
began with two U.S. helicopters being shot 
down and ended with the deaths of hun- 
dreds of Somalis and Americans. Based on 
the book by Mark Bowden. 
Charlotte Gray (CO) Cate Blanchett, 
Billy Crudup and Michael Gambon star 
PICK in Little Women director Gillian Arm- 
strong’s WWII soap opera about a Scot- 
tish woman who joins the French Resistance in 
hopes of locating her lover, an RAF pilot who 
was shot down during a mission over France. 
Based on the novel by Sebastian Faulks 
China: The Panda Adventure (SC) 
Dominick and Eugene director Robert M. 
Young's IMAX documentary about Ruth Hark- 
ness’s work with giant pandas in the remote 
forests of China. 
The Count of Monte Cristo (CO, FP) Jim 
Caviezel, Guy Pearce and Richard Harris star in 
Waterworld director Kevin Reynolds's swashbuck- 
ling adaptation of the Alexandre Dumas novel 
about a falsely imprisoned man who embarks on 
an elaborate scheme to escape from jail and 
wreak revenge on the man who framed him. 
oO Gosford Park (CO) Maggie Smith, 
Helen Mirren, Eileen Atkins, Kristin Scott 
PICK Thomas, Kelly MacDonald, Michael 
Gambon, Emily Watson and Clive 
Owen star in Short Cuts director Robert Alt- 
man’s satirical, densely populated murder mys- 
tery, in which aristocrats, servants, Hollywood 
producers and bumbling detectives intermin- 


12:10, 2:40, 6:10, 8:40 
12:20, 2:20 
6:30, 9:00 
2:30, 7:00 
12:00, 2:50, 6:00, 8:50 


PARAMOUNT THX 10233 Jasper Ave, 428-1307 


AWALK TO REMEMBER (PG) Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 
7:00 9:15 Sar Sun 2:15 4:30 7:00 9:15 


WESTMOUNT 111 Ave. Groat Rd. 455-8726 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND (PG) Mature content Fri Mon 
Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9:40 Sat Sun 1245 340 6:50 9:40 


BLACK HAWK DOWN (18A) Gory war violence. Fri 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 10:00 Sat Sun 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE RING (144) Violent scenes 
Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 8:15 Sac Sun 12:30 4:15 8:15 


THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES (PG) 
Frightening scenes. Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:50 
Sat Sun 1:10 3:50 7:10 9:50 


GATEWAY 8 29 Ave. Calgary Trail 436-6977 


BIRTHDAY GIRL (14A) Sexual content Fri Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 7:30 9:50 Sat Sun 1:30 3:50 7:30 9:50 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S 
STONE (PG) Frightening scenes. Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 
6:40 9:35 Sat Sun 12:30 3:30 6:40 9:35 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (G) Fri Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 7:10 9:15 Sac Sun 1:00 3:15 7:10 9:15 


MONSTERS, INC. (G) Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:55 
Sat Sun 2:00 4:30 6:55 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE (18A) Crude sexual 
content throughout. 9:10 


ORANGE COUNTY (14A) Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:20 
9.25 Sar Sun 1:50 4:20 7:20 9.25 


SNOW DOGS (G) Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:15 9:30 
Sat Sun I:1$ 4:00 7:15 9:30 


VANILLA SKY (14A) Coarse language, sexual content 
Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9:40 
Sat Sun 12:45 3:40 6:50 9:40 


AWALK TO REMEMBER (PG) Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 
7:00 9:20 Sat Sun 1:40 4:10 7:00 9:20 


Harry Potter and the Philoso- 
pher’s Stone (CO, FP, GR) Daniel 
fig Radcliffe, Emma Watson, Rupert Grint, 
Richard Harris, Alan Rickman and Mag- 
gie Smith star in Mrs. Doubtfire director Chris 
Columbus's big-screen adaptation of J.K. 
Rowling’s massively popular children’s book 
about a boy’s eventful first year as a student 
at a magical school for wizards. 
1 Am Sami (CO) Sean Penn, Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Dakota Fanning, Dianne Wiest and Laura Dern 
star in Corrina, Corrina director Jessie Nelson’s 
sentimental weepie about a mentally handi- 
capped single father who goes to court to 
retain custody of his seven-year-old daughter. 
In the Bedroom (GA) Sissy Spacek, 
Tom Wilkinson, Marisa Tomei and 
Pita Nick Stahl star in director Todd Field’s 
powerful domestic drama about a 
New England couple whose marriage begins 
to fall apart as a result of their son’s affair 
with an older woman, newly separated from 
her abusive husband. Based on a short story 
by Andre Dubus. 
Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius (CO, FP) 
Writer/director John A. Davis's computer-ani- 
mated feature, based on the cable TV series, 
about a klutzy but brilliant young inventor 
whose gadgets come in handy when aliens 
kidnap every adult in his neighbourhood. 
Kate and Leopold (CO, GR) Meg Ryan, 
Hugh Jackman and Liev Schrieber star in Girl, 
Interrupted director James Mangold’s time-trav- 
elling romantic comedy about an unlucky-in- 
love single gal who falls in love with a 
19th-century gentleman who is accidentally 
transported into present-day New York, 
Kung Pow!: Enter the Fist (CO, FP) Ace 
Ventura; When Nature Calls writer/director 
Steve Oedekerk stars as a gifted, albeit some- 
what dimwitted martial arts warrior out to 
avefge the death of his parents in this parody 
of chop-socky B-movies, which incorporates 
extensive actual footage from the 1976 kung 
fu flick Tiger and Crane Fists. 
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring (CO, FP) Elijah Wood, lan McKellen, 
Viggo Mortensen and Christopher Lee star in 
Heavenly Creatures director Peter Jackson's epic 
film adaptation of the first volume in J.R.R. 
Tolkien's series of fantasy novels about a quest 
to destroy an evil, all-powerful ring. 
a) Monsters, Inc. (FP, GR) The voices of 
Billy Crystal, John Goodman, Steve 
Pick Buscemi and James Coburn are fea- 
tured in directors Peter Docter and 
David Silverman's computer-animated come- 
dy about a little girl who accidentally steps 
through a portal into Monstropolis, the world 
all the creatures who lurk under beds and 
inside closets call home, 
The Mothman Prophecies (CO, FP) 
Richard Gere, Laura Linney, Will Patton and 
Debra Messing star in Arlington Road director 
Mark Pellington’s eerie thriller, based on John 
Keel's 1975 nonfiction book, about a newspa- 
per reporter investigating alien sightings in a 
small town in West Virginia. 
Not Another Teen Movie (FP) jaime Press- 
ly, Mia Kirshner, Lacey Chabert and Randy 
Quaid star in director Joel Gallen’s raunchy 
spoof of teen movies such as Never Been 
Kssed, She’s All That and Bring It On 


The New York Times 


~STEPHEN HOLDEN 


A film by Todd Field 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


8712 - 109 Street - 


The month of February is the traditional Hollywood dumping ground for the 
dregs of its production calendar: second-tier star vehicles like Birthday Girl, 
delayed-release “problem pictures” like next week’s Arnold Schwarzenegger 
vehicle Collateral Damage, unforgivably raunchy teen comedies like Slackers Ely! 
unforgivably chaste teen romances like A Walk to Remember. But that means 
now is a good time to catch up with the classy Oscar-contender flicks still hanging 
around theatres after their December release. We're talking about pictures like 
Robert Altman’s masterfully entertaining murder mystery Gosford Park. This still 
features a mere two of the film’s 30-odd indelible characters: Stephen Fry's detec 
tive, a cross between Inspector Lestrade and Monsieur Hulot, and Helen Mirren's 
chief housekeeper, a cross between Mrs. Danvers and Rochester's first wife. 


Golden Globe Winner 


‘IT FEELS ALMOST 


MIRACULOUS. 
A SHIMMERING PIECE OF ART” 


Ocean's Eleven (CO, FP) George Clooney, 
Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, Andy Garcia and Julia 
Roberts star in Traffic director Steven Soder- 
bergh’s remake of the 1960 Rat Pack cult film 
about a gang of hipster criminals with a plan 
to knock over three Las Vegas casinos on the 
very same night. 


Orange County (CO, FP) Colin Hanks, Jack 
Black and Mike White star in Zero Effect direc- 
tor Jake Kasdan’s teen comedy about a stu- 
dious high school graduate who enlists the 
aid of his stoner older brother when a clerical 
error results in his being refused admittance 
to Stanford University. 


oO The Royal Tenenbaums (CO, FP) 

Gene Hackman, Gwyneth Paltrow, Ben 
PICK Stiller, Luke Wilson, Owen Wilson and 

Anjelica Huston star in Rushmore direc- 

tor Wes Anderson's offbeat, whimsical come- 
dy about the patriarch of a celebrated family 
of child prodigies who makes a last-ditch 
attempt to heal his relationship with his 
estranged offspring. 


The Shipping News (CO, GR, P) Kevin 
Spacey, Julianne Moore, Cate Blanchett and 
Judi Dench star in Chocolat director Lasse 
Hallstrom’s adaptation of E. Annie Proulx’s 
award-winning novel about a struggling jour- 
nalist who decides to recuperate from a 
recent family trauma by moving kack home 
to a small Newfoundland fishing town along 
with his young daughter. 


Snow Dogs (CO, FP, GR) Cuba Gooding Jr., 
James Coburn and Graham Greene star in Jin- 
gle All the Way director Brian Levant’s family 
comedy about a big-city writer who decides 


IN THE BEDROOM 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee @ 2:00 pm 
* rated 14A« 


VISIT US AT http://garneau.worldgate.ca for our weekly FREE TICKET draws 


to participate in Alaska’s grueling 17- 
Iditarod dogsled race. Very loosely ba 
Gary Paulsen’s book Winterdance: The fF 
Madness of Running the Iditarod. 


Vanilla Sky (CO, FP) Tom Cruise, Penélope 
Cruz, Cameron Diaz and Kurt Russell star in 
Jerry Maguire writer/director Cameron 
Crowe's eerie drama (a remake of Alejandro 
Amenabar’s 1997 Spanish film Open Your 
Eyes) about a shallow playboy whose life 
becomes a surreal nightmare after he is hori 
bly disfigured in a car crash. 


A Walk to Remember (CO, FP) Mand 
Moore, Shane West, Peter Coyote and Dary! 
Hannah star in The Wedding Planner dire 
Adam Shankman’s small-town teen romance 
about a rich boy and a minister’s daughter 
falling in love while preparing the annual 
Christmas pageant. Based on the novel by 
Nicholas Sparks. 


Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
1 m Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
= eau Theatre, 433-0728 
~ GR: Grandin Theatres, 458-9822 | 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 | 
rincess Theatre, 433-0728 / 
City IMAX, Famous Players | 
WEM 484-8581 


10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


WINNER 
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Ainilit 


AMELIE 
Nightly @ 7 & 9:15 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees @ 2:00 pm 
_ Rated 14A + 


here's nobody to 

sot for in lowbrow, 
ontemptible 
lackers- 


iombining the comic sensibili- 
ties of American Pie with the 
aesthetic sensitivity of Hustler, 
ackers features healthy doses of 
M&A, a singing penis sequence, sever- 
asturbation scenes, lots of nudity 
nd enough wink-wink-nudge-nudge 
jokes to make you long for the 
, when audiences tastes ran more 
ards the sophisticated comedy of 
s such as Police Academy. 

Dave (Devon Sawa), Sam (Jason 
egel) and Jeff (Michael C. Maron- 
ja) have half a semester left before 
hey graduate from university. The 
rio have spent their entire four 
ears cheating their 
ay through school 
the movie-opens 
ith an elaborate 
eguence showing 
hem stealing an exam) and look 
forward to a lifetime of success in 
e corporate world. Unfortunately, 
ven the best-laid schemes are never 
oolproof, and they get caught by 
Coo! Ethan” (Jason Schwartzman), 
fellow student. Ethan offers to 
eep their secret, but at a price: he 
ants a girlfriend, specifically the 
beautiful, unattainable Angela 
james King). The slackers oblige by 
irying to help poor Ethan win the 
girl of his dreams, but their efforts 
e sabotaged, not only by Ethan’s 
omplete lack of social skills, but by 
ine fact that—you guessed it— Dave 
nds himself falling in love with 
ngela, Ethan vows revenge, and 
the boys have to bust their butts to 
ve their diplomas. 

Slackers marks director Dewey 
icks's feature film debut. Nicks’s 
background in commercials and 
Inusic videos shines through—indi- 
dually, the scenes look slick, par- 


The Shipping News 
for today only 7:15 & 9:30 pm 

Sat & Sun Matinee @ 2:15 pm 
* Rated 14 (mature theme) « 


t your geek on 


th 


Jason Schwartzman co! 


ticularly the surreal, self-parodying 
fantasy sequences. As a whole, how- 
ever, the movie lacks 
the momentum to 
carry it through its 
modest 87-minute 
running time. Devon 
Sawa (Final Destination, Idle Hands) 
is appropriately handsome and 
debonair and his two sidekicks are 
goofy, funny and even lovable. 
However, the effort put forth on 
behalf of the competent cast fails to 
salvage Slackers from the pit of 
plainly unfunny bad taste. (I’m 
thinking particularly of a scene 
where Jason Schwartzman gives an 
erotic sponge bath to a topless, 
leathery Mamie Van Doren.) 


Stalk character 


There are two hurdles that the story 
fails to overcome. First, the idea of 
stalking or being stalked is not 
funny. Ethan doesn’t just have a bad 
crush; he has a looped video of 
Angela that plays in a shrine he has 
built. He collects her hair and makes 
a doll out of it. Second: just who are 
we supposed to root for? The hand- 
some guy who has spent his whole 


ernative Video Spot 


and Operated 


[New Releases| 


ATLANTIS: THE LOST 
EMPIRE 
{also on DVD) 


RAT RACE 
(also on DVD) 


CURSE OF THE JADE 
SCORPION 
{also on DVD) 


[DVD Releases| 


THE PRINCESS AND THE 
WARRIOR 
(also on VHS) 


IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE 
QUEER AS FOLK - FIRST 


-—) 7: \— oo) 
(American version) 


‘ http://www.alternativevideospot.com 


s James King and Laura Prepon in Slackers 


life lying and cheating or the nerdy 
guy who has some serious stalking 
issues? Although it’s painfully clear 
that the slackers are the good guys, 
it’s hard to hope that either side will 
emerge triumphant. 

The best thing about this movie 
is also its most disappointing ele- 
ment: Jason Schwartzman. Decked 
out in an Astroboy haircut and 
sporting carefully groomed eye- 
brows, Schwartzman tries hard to 
bring a level of dignity and human- 
ity to his character. As in Rushmore, 
he’s been cast as the ambitious nerd 
with overwhelming pangs of love, 
but here, his character drifts from 
the realm of quirky charm into 
something that is seriously disturb- 
ing. If anything could have saved 
this film, it would have been 
Schwartzman’s ability to evoke 
sympathy for the underdog, Still, 
he does manage a few brief flashes 
of haunting vulnerability, which 
gives me hope that his next film 
will make better use of his talents. O 


OM Scie amy "Slackers 


Directed by Dewey Nicks * Starring ~ 


Jason Schwartzman, Devon Sawa, 
James King and Laura Prepon 


of 
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MOVIES 12 [4c 
hd urea 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


Showtimes for Fri, Feb. 1-Th 
BEHIND ENEMY LINES (14A) Sat-Sun 11:15 TR Nee 
Daly 1:50-425 7:35 10:05 Mednight Fri Sat only 135 Baty 21s 50030 950 


JOE SOMEBODY (PG) Sat-Sun 11:55 t 6 
my 299 440710925 Mh FS oly 1140 Duty 55410730 965 Menghuty Sx ony 120 


THE LAST CASTLE (4A) C 
; BLACK KNIGHT lec 5 
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ATLANTIS:THE LOST EMPIRE (PG) SSun 1205 Weepet Sit oy 1205 
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CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


Nc 


LISTINGS 
444-5468 
Showtimes for Fri, Feb. | - Thu, Feb. 7 
EDMONTON CITY CENTRE CINEMAS 
se HI, 10200:102 Avr 421-7020 
A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG 
Mature content. No passes, 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.40 3,20 6.40 9.40 
BLACK HAWK DOWN 
Gory war violence. OTS Digital 
Daily 12.20 3.40 7.00 10,00 
THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 
Violent scenes. DTS Digital, 
Fri-Tue Thu 1,00 4,00 7.10 10.10 
Wed 1,00 4,00 10.10 
GOSFORD PARK 
DTS Digital. Dally 12.00 3,10 6,30 9.20 
1AM SAM 
Coarse language 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.10 3.20 6,50 9.50 
KUNG POW: ENTER THE FIST 
Crude concent. 
OTS Digital. Dally 1.20 4,20 7.20 9.20 
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scenes, 
DTS Digital. Dally 12.30 4,30 8.30 
THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES 
Frightening scenes. OTS Digital. 
Daily 12.50 4.10 7.40 10.20 


THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS 
DTS Digital. Dally 1.10 3.50 7.30 10.30 


WEST MALL & 
WEM PHASE II] ENTRANCE 2 444-1819 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG 
Mature themes. DTS Digital, 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.35 9.20 Sat-Sun 1,05 3,50 6.35 9,20 


14a 


oN] 


436-8585 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND 
Mature content THX Dally 12.50 3.50 6.50 9.50 


BLACK HAWK DOWN 18A 
Gory war violence, DTS Digital. On 2 screens. 
Daily 12.15 1,30 3.30 4.40 7.00 7.50 10.00 10.40 


CHARLOTTE GRAY 14A 
DTS Digital. Dally 4.10 9.20 


THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO PG 
Violent scenes, DTS Digital. Daily 1.00 4.00 7.10 10.10 


GOSFORD PARK 14A 
DTS Digital, Daily 12.20 3.20 6,30 9.30 


1AM SAM PG 
Coarse language. Daily 12.40 3.40 6.40 9.40 


KATE AND LEOPOLD PG 
DTS Digital. Daily 1.10 6.45 


KUNG POW: ENTER THE FIST 
Crude content. DTS Digital 
Daily 1.45 3.45 5.45 8.15 10.30 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THERING 4A 
Violent scenes. No passes. THX Dally 12.30 4.30 §.30 
DTS Digital. On 2 screens 

Daily 2.00 3,00 6,30 7 20 10.05 


THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES eG 
Frightening scones. 
DTS Digital. Dally 1.50 4.50 7.40 10.20 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN PG 
Coarse language. DTS Digital. Dally 1.20 4.45.7.25 9.55 


THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS 14a 
DTS Digital. Dally 1.40 4.15 7.15 9.45 


THE SHIPPING NEWS I4A 
Mature themes. DTS Digital. Dally 2.10 5.00 8,00 


SLACKERS IBA 
Crude sexual content. DTS Digital 
Daily 12.45 3.15 5.30 7.45 10.15 


WESTHALL 6 CINEMAS Wet 
PHASE |, ENTRANCE 44 46-1331 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 
Daily 2.30 4.45 7.15 9.45 


IMPOSTOR 
Daily 3.45 9.00 


JOE SOMEBODY 
Dally 2.15 4.15 7.30 10,00 


OUT COLD 
Crude coment. Dally 2.45 5.00 7.45 10.10 


SERENDIPITY 
Dally 145 6.30 


SHALLOW HAL 
Daily 2.00 4,30 7.00 9.30 


SPY GAME 
Daily.1,30 4,00 6.45 9.15 


VILLAGE TREE CINEMAS 
Gervais Rd, St Albert Trail St 


ALI 14A 
Fri 8.15 Sat-Sun 1.15 4.45 8,15 Mon-Thu 6.45 - 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG” 
Mature content Fri 6.30 9.30 
Sat-Sun 12.30 3.30 6.30 9.30 Mon-Thu 6. 30 


THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO PG 
Violent scenes. Fri 6.30 9.15 
Sat-Sun 12.30 3,30 6.30 9.15 Mon-Thu 6.30 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS G 
Fri 6.45 8.45 Sat-Sun 1.30 4.15 6.45 8.45 
Mon-Thu 6.45 


KUNG POW: ENTER THE FIST PG 
Crude content. Fri 7.30 10.00 
Sat-Sun 1,00 3,00 5.00 7.30 10,00 Mon-Thu 7.30 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 4A 
Violent scenes. On 2 screens. Fri 7.30 8.30 Sat-Sun 
12.30 2.30 4.30 7.30 8.30 Mon-Thu 6.30 7.00 


THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES PG 
Frightening scenes, Fri 7.00 9.45 
Sat-Sun 1,00 4.15 7.00 9.45 Mon-Thu 7.00 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN PG 
Coarse language. Fri 7.15 9.45 
Sat-Sun 12.45 3.45 7.15 9.45 Mon-Thu 7.15 


ORANGE COUNTY 

Fri 6.45 9.00 Sat-Sun 1.45 4.30 6.45 9.00 
Mon-Thu 6.45 

SLACKERS 18A 
Crude sexual content. DTS Digital Fri 7.25 9.55 
Sat-Sun 12.30 3.00 5,10 7.25 9.55 Mon-Thu 7.25 


AWALKTO REMEMBER PG 
Fri 7.00 9.30 Sat-Sun 1.30 4.00 7.00 9. 30 


Mon-Thu 7.00 


BIRTHDAY GIRL 
Sexual content. DTS Digital 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 10.10 Sat-Sun 2,00 4.40 7.00 10.10 


GOSFORD PARK 14A 
DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 10,00 
Sat-Sun 1.35 4.20 7.10 10,00 


1AM SAM PG 
Coarse language, DTS Digital, Fri Mon-Thu 6,50 9.30 
Sat-Sun 1.10 4,00 6.50 9 {0 


KATE AND LEOPOLD PG 
DTS Digital, Fri Mon-Thu 7.20 9.45 
Sat-Sun 1.40 4.30 7.20 9.45 


THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES PG 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 9.40 Sat-Sun 1.20 4,10 6.40 9.40 
THE SHIPPING NEWS 14a 
Mature themes, DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.50 
Sat-Sun 1,30 4.15 7.15 9,50 
VANILLA SKY 


Coarse language, sexual content. DTS Digital 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.25 Sat-Sun 1,00 3,45 6.30 9.25 


CLAREVIEW TOWN CENTRE 
4211-139th Avenue 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND 
Mature conrent. OTS Digital 
Dally 1.30 4.30 7.25 10.10 


BLACK HAWK DOWN 
Gory war violence. 

DTS Digital. No passes. 
Daily 12.45 3,50 6.50 9.50 


THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 
Violent scenes 

OTS Digital. Dally 1,40 4.40 7.30 10.15 
HARRY POTTER AND 

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 
Frightening scenes. 

DTS Digital. Dally 12.50 

1AM SAM 

Coarse language 

DTS Digital. Dally 1.20 4.10 7.00 9.45 
KUNG POW: ENTER THE FIST 
Crude content 

DTS Digital. Daily 1.10 3.05 5.10 7.50 10.30 
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scenes. No passes 

Daily 1.00 5.00 9.00 


THE MOTHMAN PROPHECIES 
a scenes. 

OTS Digital. Dally 1.50 4.20 7.20 10,00 
SLACKERS 


Crude sexual content. 
DTS Digital. Dally 12.40 2.55 5.15 7A5 10.20 


SNOW DOGS G 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.30 2.45 5.05 7.10 9. 20 


AWALKTO REMEMBER PG 
DTS Digital, Daily 4.00 7.40 9.55 


14a 


472-1600 459.1048 


14a 


14A 


186A 
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That's exploitainment!!! 


Mau Mau Sex Sex 
introduces you to 
the folksiest filth 

merchants on earth 


documentary from first-time 
director Ted Bonnitt, Mau 
au Sex.Sex focusses on 


the lives and films of 
Dan Sonney and 
David Friedman, 
now 84 and 76 
years old respectively, 
the two men who once led the 
exploitation film industry in Ameri- 
ca. And when it comes to explaining 
the term “exploitation film,” it’s 
hard to improve on the definition 
provided by the Moving Image Genre 
Film Guide: “a fictional or loosely 
nonfictional work which offered 
subject matter that was taboo in 
mainstream cinema. Such work was 
frequently presented under the 
guiseref preachy exposés, sex educa- 
tion, morality plays and pseudo- 
documentaries. Standard topics 
included the dangers of premarital 
sex, the vice racket, nudist cults, or 
the dangers of narcotics.... By pan- 
dering to an audience's curiosity or 
prurient interest, such work is on 
the borderline of censorship restric- 
tions and recognizable for its 
emphasis on sensational aspects 


documenta 
reVUE ry 


with little interest in artistic or 
social merit.” 

That said, “prurient” interests 
tend to be defined by the age one 
lives in. Dan and Dave started 
making movies in the ’30s and 
continued to unleash their crass 
camp upon the public into the 
‘60s, when the hardcore porn mar- 
ket eliminated any need for the 
viewer to imagine just what the 
“actors” were getting down to 
onscreen. Not that 
Dan and Dave ever 
made any preten- 
sions toward 
morality; the law sim- 
ply didn’t allow them to show full 
frontal nudity or to present us 
with sex simply for the sake of tit- 
illation—hence the preachy, quasi- 
educational tone to many of their 
films. Mau Mau Sex Sex bears none 
of that out, thankfully, and gives 
us plenty of time to get to know a 
bit about their families as well as 
the two guys who the New York 
Times once referred to as “the Sun- 
shine Boys of smut.” 


Eyes wide smut 


There’s not too many surprises in 
store for you as you watch these 
two old men talk about their past 
glories, occasionally revealing flash- 
es of their deep-rooted misogyny, 


laughing about how they made the . 


leap to the next level of success by 


marketing their work according to 
the more sadistic social mores of 
the period. They laugh about their 
accomplishments because it was all 
so easy to do. There is a down- 
home amiability to these two film- 
makers—due, I think, to the fact 
that they were making very simple 
movies catering to very basic 
human appetites at a time when 
people weren't supposed to enjoy 
nudity and sex with anyone outside 
of the bonds of marriage. 

Without realizing it, Dan and 
Dave were making an argument 
against sexual repression and the 
social regulation of sexual morali- 
ty. When Sonney and Friedman 
made movies, regular folks 
watched them. People lined up for 
them because they enjoyed nudity 
and sex and, later on, sex with vio- 
lence. Bonnitt’s use of clips from 
their original films arguably bears 
out much of what is commonplace 
in feminist film criticism of 
exploitation pictures (the objectifi- 
cation of women, the violence of 
the gaze), but the feminist argu- 
ment becomes even clearer when 
you learn the way Dan and Dave's 
“nudie cuties” were shot, or experi- 
ence the shock of seeing explicit 
scenes from their so-called 
“roughies.” (The jaw drops in 
astonishment.) Mau Mau Sex Sex is 
an opportunity to allow these 
images to work on your brain 
and—equally importantly—to 


The princess diaries 


Sophisticated 
romance was Grace 
Kelly's Hollywood 
Swan song 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Ihe 1956 romantic comedy The 
Teva is best remembered 
today—if, indeed, it’s remem- 
bered at all—as Grace 
Kelly’s final film, the 
one in which she 
played an incredibly 
glam@qurous European 
princess scarcely weeks before she 
actually became one in real life. (And 
many sources don’t even remember 
it that way; while it was filmed earli- 
er, the Cole Porter musical High Soci- 
ety was technically the last Grace 
Kelly film to be released to theatres.) 
At the time, fan magazines portrayed 
Kelly’s ascension from celluloid 
princess in The Swan to genuine-arti- 
cle princess in Monaco as a real-life 
fairytale, the kind of blissful happy 
ending that magazines like Photoplay 
and Stren World lived to report on. 
Which makes you wonder if any- 
body who saw The Swan was actually 
paying attention. Despite the film’s 
low-key comic tone, its glamourous 
setting (a luxurious palace in 1910), 
its affectionate portrayal of dotty 
aristocrats and their loyal, long-suf- 
fering servants and the endless array 


of gowns and tiaras that comple- 
ment Kelly’s stunning beauty, it con- 
cludes on a surprisingly downbeat 
note—the life of an aristocrat, direc- 
tor Charles Vidor says, is not one of 
privilege but one of loneliness and 
self-denial. Indeed, the only truly 
happy characters in the film are the 
ones who renounced the upper-class 
life (such as Brian Aherne’s charac- 
ter, Father Hyacinth, who has joined 
a monastéry) or who were never 
born into it in the first 
place (such as Louis 
Jourdan’s Dr. Agi, 
who tutors Kelly’s 
two younger brothers). 
Kelly’s character recalls the one 
Audrey Hepburn played in Roman 
Holiday, except Kelly doesn’t even 
get to run away from the palace. 


Do you have Prince 
Albert in the can? 


Instead, she’s cooped up inside while 
her overbearing mother (Jessie Royce 
Landis) tries to show her off to Albert, 
a visiting Crown Prince (Alec Guin- 
ness) who's rumoured to be searching 
for a bride. Unfortunately, Kelly is so 
awkward and ill-at-ease in social situa- 
tions that the Prince winds up spend- 
ing most of his visit coming up with 
excuses to avoid her. Guinness gives 
perhaps the most interesting perform- 
ance in the film; he was famous for 
his ability (in films like Oliver Twist, 
The Ladykillers and The Man in the 


White Suit) to use costumes and make- 
up in order to “disappear” into his 
roles, but here he vanishes instead 
behind Albert’s well-honed manners 
and courtly expressions. The subtlety 
with which Guinness forces us to con- 
stantly reassess Albert’s personality (Is 
he a stiff? A snob? Or maybe a gentle- 
man after all?) is really quite a remark- 
able bit of acting, all accomplished 
with a minimum of apparent effort. 
The film is also graced with sever- 
al delightful supporting performanc- 
es—especially Agnes Moorehead’s 
last-act appearance as a domineering 
queen who swans in and shows Lan- 
dis a thing or two about bossing peo- 
ple around and the wonderful turn 
by the great Estelle Winwood as 
Kelly’s sweetly vacant Aunt Sym- 
phorosa—but the pace is a little too 
poky and Kelly's character a little too 
unsympathetic to qualify it as a 
must-see. (Although there is some 
curiosity value in seeing cult record- 
ing artist Van Dyke Parks, then only 
15, playing Kelly’s brother George.) 


From Ruggles to Reckless 


The Swan is the first film in the 
Edmonton Film Society’s winter 
series, which spotlights lesser-known 
films by four of the greatest British 
actors of the ’30s, '40s and 'SOs: Alec 
Guinness, Laurence Olivier, James 
Mason and Charles Laughton. The 
EFS programmers have assembled an 
excellent lineup of films, but allow 


A lobb 


release 


learn about how they were pro- 
duced and sold. 


Love Bonnitt 


Bonnitt loves Dan and Dave 
enough to give them their moment 
in the sun again but respects us 
enough to show that these guys 
weren’t innocents. His interviews 
with Sonney’s daughter and an 
exploitation-flick aficionado give us 
a solid tutorial on these men’s per- 
sonalities that doesn’t get bogged 
down in tedious speculation about 
their respective psyches. 
Filmmakers like Bonnitt love to 
make movies about that wacky 
movie-making business because the 
process of producing these fictional 
realities—no matter what level of 


card from one of our Mau Mau Sex Sex hero Dan Sonney’s earliest 


the industry you look at—has 50 
many appealingly surreal qualitie. 
Mau Mau Sex Sex is a film that we al 
need to see. Not only is it a movie 
about movies and the men whg 
made them, it’s also about the bus). 
ness of sex. It’s about our relation, 
ship with sex, about erotic 
voyeurism, about one very impor 
tant history of sex on film. And a 
times it’s really, really funny—an¢ 
when you aren’t laughing, you'r 
squirming uncomfortably at the 
sheer pathos of it all. © 


ee 


: Viau Mau Sex Sex 
Directed by Ted Bonritt « 
Featuring David Friedman and Dan 
Sonney © Zeidler Hall, The Citadel + 
Fri-Mon, Feb 1-4, 7 and 9pm ® Metra 
Cinema ® 425-9212 


Help me, Obi-Wan!: Princess Grace Kelly and Alec Guinness in The Swan 


me to suggest a few standouts: 

° Five Fingers (1952): James 
Mason plays a scheming valet who 
uses his position with the British 
ambassador to Turkey to run a lucra- 
tive trade in selling state secrets in 
this largely forgotten but hugely 
entertaining fact-based film written 
and directed by Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz, the creator of All About 
Eve and A Letter to Three Wives. It 
looks like an espionage thriller, but 
it’s really one of the wickedest satires 


of class envy ever made. (February 18) . 


* Ruggles of Red Gap (1935): 
Director Leo McCarey’s democratic 
approach to screen comedy enlivens 
this vehicle for Charles Laughton, 
who plays a British butler whose 
frosty manner thaws when he is 
won in a poker game by a rootin’- 
tootin’ American rancher. An under- 
rated little gem. (March 4) 

* Pride and Prejudice (1940): If 
Greer Garson has turned out to be 
one of the least fondly remembered 


female stars of the ‘40s, perhaps ''* 
because her onscreen personality 
too similar to that of Jane Austen* 
prickly, aristocratic brittle-witted Fli 
beth Bennett. But that’s part of wii! 
makes this adaptation of Aust*"* 
novel—co-scripted by Aldous Mus 
ley—work so well. That, and Lauren’ 
Olivier’s stiff-backed yet subtly s°) 
performance as Mr. Darcy. (March |!) 
* The Reckless Moment (19%: 
One of a handful of remarkable, vs” 
ally fluid melodramas director Max 
Ophuls made during his brief pos" 
sojourn in Hollywood. This thrillet 
(based on Elizabeth Sanxay Holdings 
novel The Blank Wall) was remade \25 
year as The Deep End, and they ™“ 
a fascinating study in contrasts. Tht 
gay subplot in The Deep End, °° 
instance? Not here. (April 1) @ 


Provincial Museum Auditorium by 
Ave & 128 St) * Most Mondays, i 
4-Apr 8 © 439-5285/453-9! 00 


Craddock’s new one- 
ae logue Porn Star 
ba ome funny play and I liked 
he same time, 
it’s also a bit 
To explain 
hink so, how- 
n going to have 
‘away a lot of the plot, so.skip 
ew if you plan on seeing it. 

» Star is the story of Esther 
chuk, a likable, sunny, if 
at shy librarian from small- 
bow, Saskatchewan. One day 
«a shocking package in the 
t contains (1) a videotape 
, an ex-boyfriend of the two 
i F having sex, and (2) an invi- 
to the Pronto Video Awards 

onto, where she has been 
ated in the “best amateur per- 
’ category. Esther is initially 

and embarrassed by the news 
he has unknowingly been 
ed into an X-rated starlet, 

's also intrigued and a little 

ered as well. So she eagerly 
her bags and flies to Toronto. 
she meets Clarice Dubois, a 
sex advice show hostess who 

her romantic heartbreaks 


ww ato xt 8:00 
10 for § 


theatre 
reVUE 


VCELLS: dort 1 fail me 


behind a constant air of jaded 
sophistication. Sparks fly. 

What's disappointing about Porn 
Star is the way that, despite its title 
and its racy subject matter, Crad- 
dock’s female characters have to back 
away from sex before they can be 
happy. Even though Esther is present- 
ed with the opportunity to make 
more porn videos at the end of the 
play, she turns it down, saying she 
doesn’t think she could be sexy if she 
actually knew a camera 
was filming her. She 
isn't really a porn 
star, she tells us reas- 
suringly; she “just plays 
one on certain TVs.” (Not that 
becoming a full-time porn actress 
would be liberating, either, obviously, 
but let me finish my point.) Clarice, 
meanwhile, is another version of that 
old stereotype that any powerful 
woman who seems in control of her 
own sexuality deep down is in fact 
desperately unhappy. The play ends 
with Clarice and Esther falling in love 
and shacking up together in Toronto, 
but Craddock shies away from talking 
about their relationship as a sexual 
one—Esther calls it “hanging out 
together every day, forever,” as if 
these two grown women were still 
high school buddies. She even refuses 
to describe their first night together 
in bed, saying it's “none of our busi- 
ness.” Craddock suggests that Esther 
has finally been sexually liberated at 
the end of the play, but I’m not so 
sure—she abandons her job as a 


Jae ss 


pposite of sex 


librarian to work beneath Clarice as 
her “research assistant," which to 
me sounds like she’s giving up a 
valid, independent career, however 
modest, in order to become a “kept 
woman” in the big city. That's a 
progressive ending? 


A very, very, very fine 
House 


Despite my misgivings, I neverthe- 
less found myself rooting for Esther 
every step of the way, largely 
because of the winning performance 
by Andrea House. She brings to the 
stage a self-deprecating, almost 
apologetic stage presence that 
matches up with Esther's shyness; a 
genuineness and an eager spontane- 
ity that convinces you Esther actual- 
ly would enjoy all the attention her 
Pronto nomination gets her; and an 
unforced sense of comic timing that 
sells all of Craddock’s frequently 
hilarious gags. (When Esther first 
watches her porno tape, her initial 
reaction is, “You know, I really like 
my hair back then.”) 

House plays several smaller roles 
in the play as well. She makes Kate 
(Esther's younger sister who com- 
mitted suicide at age 14 after getting 
herself pregnant and narrates her 
portion of the play from Hell) into a 
somewhat sympathetic character 
even though on the page she’s a 
selfish, irresponsible little brat. She's 
unluckier with Esther’s mother 
Sharon, a God-fearing, Day-loving, 


Presents... 


\ow/ 


n and Tickets are $12 for Adults and 
ors and children. They are available 


Square 420-1757 and at the Door. 


Special Thanks to Place-Crete Systems, Sunworks and all other sponsors. 


y Net 


COMMITTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURE AND TUE ARTS 


Show starts af 8:00 pm and Tickets 
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Porn again Christian? Despite her breast intentions, Andrea House's character 


reveals conservative side in Porn Star 


homophobic Alliance MP who's 
such an extreme caricature that her 
scenes have only one layer for 
House to perform. 

Craddock scores a lot of easy 
laughs off Sharon, whose worldview 
is repressed to the point of lunacy, 
but Porn Star’s viewpoint isn’t too far 
removed from Sharon's. Sex doesn’t 
make women happy, Craddock 
seems to be implying; family does. 
(The most obscene notion in the 
play is House's opening line: “Prime 


Minister Stockwell Day, Prime Minis 
ter Stockwell Day.”) There’s nothing 
wrong with celebrating the virtues of 
a loving family, of course, and not 
many plays do it with this much off- 
beat humour. Whether that's the 
message you want to take away from 
a play entitled Porn Star, however, is 
another matter. 0 


Porn Star 
Azimuth Theatre (11315-106 Ave) ® 
To Feb 3 © 454-0853 


FEETS, DON’T FAIL ME NOW! 


ore available ot Ticketmaster 
340-4450, and at the door. 
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Komparny/ Dance, Musical Sheatre, and More... 


ee 
Directed & Choreographed By: 
Darold Roles and Ron Schuster 
Guest Choreographers; 
Nancy Moore & Shari Moore 
Megan Maisonneuve 
Kris Austin & Dannica Clark 


Stage Manager; Jennifer Abel 


KOMPANY! 


DANCE, MUSICAL THEATRE AND MORE. 


€202 4926 Ross St. Red Deer, AB TAN 1X7 


FAmooton Ph# 780-944-9115/Red Deer Phe 403-348-5280 


E-mail kompanydance@yahoo.ce 
Website: www kompany.ca 
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Virk and pla 


Jean MacLeod 
wrestles with 
notorious murder 
case in Shape 

of a Girl 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


of my plays,” says Vancou- 

ver playwright Joan 
MacLeod, “but this one 
is especially hard. 
I’m still not as clear 
about what I’m say- 
ing in it as | am with 
some of my others. I haven’t worked 
out my shtick yet.” 

MacLeod is talking about The 
Shape of a Girl, the leadoff play in 
this year's Kaboom! series at Work- 
shop West. It’s a psychologically 
intimate one-woman show inspired 
by the murder of Reena Virk, the 
teenaged girl who in November of 
1997 was lured by a group of her fel- 
low students, many of them girls, 
underneath a bridge and savagely 
beaten. After this initial beating, a 
boy and a girl—Warren Glowatski 
and Kelly Ellard—split off from the 
initial mob, followed the injured 
Virk as she tried to make her way 
home and then attacked her again, 
dragged her unconscious body into 
the water and left her to die, The 
inexplicable savagery of the killing, 


AA J: hard to talk about a lot 


theatre 
preVUE 


as well as the fact that a large num- 
ber of Virk’s assailants were teenage 
girls, spawned a wave of horrified 
commentary and speculation on the 
part of the media, not to mention a 
spate of fictionalized explorations of 
the event from novelists and play- 
wrights—MacLeod among them. 

“Tt was enormously difficult to 
write about,” MacLeod says. “I want- 
ed to be respectful [of the real-life 
tragedy]—it took me almost five years 
to write it, and even as late as 2000, 
Kelly Ellard’s trial was still in the 
news. But at the same 
time, I didn’t want 
to be sucky about it 
either.” After a lot of 
trial and error, MacLeod 
finally settled on a more oblique 
approach to the material: The Shape of 
a Girl is the story of Braidie lenny 
Young), an ordinary teenaged girl 
who had nothing to do with the Virk 
case, but who, as she thinks about her 
own group of friends and their tor- 
menting of a Virk-like outcast class- 
mate named Sofie, nevertheless 
understands instinctively how such a 
terrible event could happen. 


Point and clique 


“I needed to find a way to feel com- 
fortable writing about Reena Virk,” 
MacLeod explains. “Believe me, I 
tried every point of view imaginable. 
There are even a few terrible early 
drafts where Virk’s ghost is a charac- 
ter. But it became clear pretty early on 


that my character needed to have a 
story of her own.... I also think that 
most of us aren’t bullies or victims, 
and I wanted to create someone that 
would reflect that perspective.” 

But The Shape of a Girl is any- 
thing but circumspect in its emo- 
tional and moral impact on an 
audience, “I find they get right into 
it,” MacLeod says, “especially the 
female members of the audience. I 
think the elements of the Reena 
Virk story are very familiar to them. 
I know that when J saw the picture 
of Reena Virk in the newspaper, I 
immediately thought, ‘Oh, she was 
one of ‘those girls,’ and I felt horri- 
ble to have thought that.” 

Probably everyone who’s been 
through elementary school knows 
instinctively what MacLeod means 
by “those girls”: those unlucky out- 
casts who everybody instinctively 
knows is the one who they can get 
away with torturing. “It’s a particu- 
larly female thing,” MacLeod says. 
“My daughter just turned six and 
already I can see it starting in her 
class, the little girls bullying each 
other not through physical violence 
but socially, through exclusion.” 


A sentence and a 
question mark 


I suggest that perhaps the proper 
reaction to cases like the Reena Virk 
murder or the killing of James Bulger 
in England isn’t horror, but amaze- 
ment that these kinds of tragic 


The Braidie bunch: Jenny Young in The Shape of a Girl 


events don’t happen all the time, 
and MacLeod agrees—not because 
she thinks children are inherently 
evil, but simply because it’s very easy 
for children to let things get out of 
control. I ask her what she thinks the 
best way would be to deal with Virk’s 
killers, but it’s a question MacLeod 
says she has no idea how to answer. 
“All I know is, every part of the 
Reena Virk story, every girl involved 
in it, every family, their life stories 
just break my heart,” she says. “Kelly 
Ellard drives me crazy with the way 
she insists on this tough-girl act, and 
yet she breaks my heart. Obviously, 


people have to be held respong 
for their actions, but...” 

You could call The Shape of a\ 
a conflicted play, and maybe th 
what's so potent about it Macli 
knows that while our instinct n 
to identify with Reena Virk 
are much more likely that 
were in school, we would have ny 
bered ourselves, if not among Vit 
victimizers, then the ones who ste 
by and did nothing to stop them. 


SI wthe Shape of ad 
Kaasa Theatre (Jubilee Auditorium) *} 
31-Feb 3 * Workshop West * 420-175 


- whatever! 


ANDREA HOUSE: 
in a new comedy by 
CHRIS CRADDOCK 


Sound Design Darrin Hagen 
Technical ena. Janes Chipman 


VICTORIA MOTION PICTURE SCHOOL 
FILMMAKING & ACTING PROGRAMS 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1 888 522 FILM ey ule 


WWW.VICFILM.COM 
VICTORIA BRITISH COLUMBIA 


RENOTES 

MATWYCHUK 
crowd Festival + Jekyll and 
(10610-100 Ave) ° Fri- 
1-2 « preVUE It's always 
jnear about a new theatre festi- 
ing launched in Edmonton, but 
ning of monologues and one- 
shows? That's kind of... well, 

isn't it? 

so, sayS Sound and Fury The- 
sistic director Scott Sharplin, 
s marshalled the talents of 
an 15 playwrights, actors 
usicians for an event he's call- 
One's a Crowd Festival, a cel- 
jon of theatre’s loneliest, 
pest and in some aways most 
lenging format. “One-man 
shouldn’t just be relegated to 
fringe ghetto,’ as it were,” says 
jin. “That's one thing | wanted 
int out with this event—they’re 
4 a Canadian theatrical tradi- 
There have been so many great 
erson shows in Canada’s short 
yy of theatre: Billy Bishop Goes to 
The Occupation of Heather Rose, 
ie) Macivor’s work. Who knows 
hat is—maybe there’s some- 
about isolation in there some- 
e. But it’s a big chapter of 
dian theatre history.” 
me of the pieces that will be 
ed this weekend have made 
already: Sharplin himself will 
ding an excerpt from Vern 
en's acclaimed play Blowfish, 
Elter will perform a segment 
his upcoming Fringe show The 
(after having knocked out 
ces with a brief but very 
ive outtake from the same 
at NeXtFest last June) and 
Schmidt will read his almost 
ortably intimate monologue 
arrow, an absolutely riveting 
that he first performed in 2000 
rkshop West's Springboards 
9 series. 
exactly that kind of powerful 
jonal intimacy that drew 
im to the idea of an evening of 
logues in the first place. “It's 
been an interest of mine to 
lL one-person shows can do 
ther ‘normal’ plays can’t,” he 
They can establish a more 


The play’s the 
thingamajig 


* Jagged Edge Theatre 
(3rd Floor, Edmonton Centre) * To 
Feb 9 © reVUE In the opening scene of 
this odd little play by Gordon Pengilly 
(of Seeds and Metastasis fame), a mid- 
dle-aged working stiff named Paul (Tom 
Johnson) gives his wife Nancy (Michele 
Vance Hehir) some terrible news: he’s 
been fired from his job in the hardware 
section of Canadian Tire—a job he’s 
held for close to 25 years—after an 
angry clash that ended with him shov- 
ing his boss into the wall. The next few 
scenes are fairly naturalistic, as Paul 
sinks into a deep depression which nei- 
ther Nancy nor his university-student 
daughter Janny (Angela Pagano) or his 
older, married son Tommy (jesse Ger- 
vais) have any idea how to deal with. 

But the play takes a strange turn 
when this John Q. Lunchbucket char- 
acter starts turning into Barton Fink 
(with a dash of the Richard Dreyfuss 
character from Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind thrown in for good meas- 
ure). Paul starts hearing loud sawing 
and hammering noises coming from 
the neighbouring apartment; before 
long, he starts spending his entire day 
listening at the wall, trying to figure 
out what this unseen stranger could 
possibly be building in there—and 
even more bizarrely, Paul decides to 
buy some lumber and start construct- 
ing a contraption of his own. 

There’s an interesting theme lurk- 
ing around the edges of this play; 
namely, the way people often have no 
idea how to reach out to a family 
member—especially a parent—even 
when they’re obviously in the middle 
of a serious life crisis. | think there’s 
something pretty psychologically 
acute in Pengilly’s portrayal of Janny 
and Tommy as being totally ineffective 
in the face of Paul’s breakdown; 
beyond Janny making a homemade 
pizza with Nancy and Tommy watch- 
ing a televised hockey game with 
Paul, they're stumped. As it turns out, 
both Janny and Tommy have been 
keeping secrets from their parents as 
well, and for a while it looks like the 
loss of Paul's job will be the catalyst 
that exposes some of the faultlines in 
a family that turns out to be a little 
more dysfunctional than they them- 
selves ever realized. 

But unfortunately, Pengilly winds 
up devoting much more time to Paul 
and his contraption-building, which 
never seems like anything more than a 
forced theatrical conceit, as do the 
overwritten speeches Pengilly makes 
Paul deliver about the magical proper- 
ties of wood. And, as uncommunica- 


SS ee ite 


ent. Is this by design, or is it simply 
the result of JET’s playwrights watch- 
ing too many episodes of Providence? 


Jane gang 


Ah, show tunes. Life would be greyer 
without them, or at least choreo- 
graphed a lot more poorly. And any 
fan of musical theatre will not need 
much coaxing to attend See Jane 
Sing!, a fundraiser this Sunday night 
at the Varscona Theatre for Leave It to 
Jane, the theatre company responsible 
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for bringing such offbeat, ground- 
breaking musicals as Violet, Saturday 
Night, Wonderful Town and the recent 
Floyd Collins to Edmonton stages. The 
evening will be hosted by Jane vets 
Bridget Ryan and Jeff Haslam and will 
feature musical performances by Sheri 
Somerville, Kate Ryan, Ron Pederson, 
Celina Stachow, Dana Wylie, John 
Kirkpatrick, Jocelyn Ahif and many 
other golden-throated denizens of the 
local theatre community. Tickets are 
$20, including reception; call 433- 
3399 (mailbox #1) to reserve yours. © 


« Fashion Shows 


THEY'RE 


THEY RE HERE, 


* Seminars 


e 1000's of Products to try & buy from 
Exhibitors from across North America 


January 31 - February 3, 2002 
Northlands Sportex 


For info & advance ‘tickets iokets cal 1-888-999-5513 


Ww Hours: 
a 
————<——— 


Pport with audiences, for _ tive as this family is, | had a hard time & Fri 
. And it’s also the case that _ believing that Paul’s project would be 3 a ight 
wil often begin developing allowed to get as massive as it does pm idn’ 


Sat. 11 am - Midnight 


sae $13.00 advance Sun. 11 am - 8 pm 
DMeDONISM um Ret 
effec 


RES @R HEDONISM TRAVEL & 
ppceous CRUISE QUARTERS 
INC. 


without someone slapping him and 
telling him, for God’s sake, to pull 
himself together. (| don’t want to give 
away the ending and tell you what 
Paul's project turns out to be, but it’s 
such a demented surprise that 
Pengilly’s attempt to fashion a heart- 
warming, lyrical final scene around’it 
simply falls flat.) 

Trivia fun fact: Contraption is the 
second play in Jagged Edge’s 
S 2001/2002 season (along with Kather- 
‘tions of full-length plays. After ine Koller’s Magpie) in which the lead 
penn uaa “It's a Sieatsical sub- character carries on extended conver- 
(0 be reckoned with.” .-~—~—~—~Sssattions with the ghost of a dead par- 


* by focussing on the mono- 
_ $0 it's also a way to help 
at that early stage of develop- 
" Accordingly, Sharplin has 
‘d up new work by Heather 
. Morgan Smith, Andrew 
ind Twilla MacLeod. 

now, the One's a Crowd fes- 
® small-scale event, but don’t © 
estimate it: Sharplin says he 
that one day it'll grow to the 
re they can mount full-scale 


Plus $ 1 000s 


~ of prizes 


lol ti get — 


ADULT VIDEO 
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The value of cross-cultural learnin: 


How many 
of these 
things did 
YOU do 
this 
week?! 


Eat Pizza 
Take a Walk 
Surf the Net 
Wash the Car 
Watch a Movie 
Watch Television 


Be a Couch Potato 


> 
? 


Change someone's world 
fy sharing those same 
activities and a few hours, 
with a young boy or girl. 


Volunteer Today 
Big Sisters & Big Brothers 
424-8181 


www.bsbb.org 
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Exchange program 
opens Canadian 
kids’ eyes to the 
world 

By SHAUNA KOZAK 


sons are often learned outside 

school walls. According to Zane 
Hamm, you can take 
this principle one 
step further and 
say that life’s best 
lessons are often 
learned outside a nation’s borders. 

As program officer with Canada 
World Youth (CWY), Hamm spends 
her days giving youth from Canada 
and around the world the opportuni- 
ty to travel, live and work in different 
communities and gain the knowledge 


[: has been said that life’s best les- 


education 


and experience that comes from step- 
ping outside your comfort zone. “The 
Canada World Youth program is a 
non-formal and experiential form of 
education that allows for learning in 
a real life context,” Hamm explains. 
“This is a far cry from the type of 
learning you would get out of a text- 
book or off a blackboard.” 

While the value of learning the 
rights and wrongs of those old 
standbys reading, writing and arith- 
metic cannot be argued, 

Hamm suggests that 

cross-cultural 

understanding 
needs to take a front 
seat. Pointing to the realities of Sep- 
tember 11, Hamm says kids need to 
learn tolerance for those who are dif- 
ferent. The CWY Youth Exchange 
Program pairs up 17- to 20-year-olds 
from Canada with counterparts from 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 


Caribbean or central and eastern 
Europe. Participants spend half of 
the seven-month program together 
in Canada and the other half in the 
other country. Depending on the 
stated needs of the exchange part- 
ners, each program can have a spe- 
cific educational objective such as 
agriculture, rural development, lan- 
guage teaching or domestic violence. 
“Part of our mandate is to build 
just, harmonious and sustainable 
societies,” Hamm says. “This happens 
when you bring together two very 
different people from two very cul- 
tures and it is not something that can 
be easily taught inside a school. This 
type of learning comes from living 
and working within a new culture.” 


Don’t ask CWY 


Now celebrating 30 years of suc- 
cess, CWY seems to be doing a 


FILM & TV 


production 
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good job. An independent « 
indicates that former Cwy , tti 
pants are more prepared fo; , 
labour market (and are 
three times more likely ; 
employed than other y, uth 
become more socially respo 
and involved community |e, @ 
do twice as much voluntee; , 
than the average Canadian aq 
demonstrate high levels of comm 
ment to social, cultural and eny 
ronmental issues. 

“The program allows Canad; 
youth with an opportunity to med 
youth from other countrie 
exposed to other realities and w; 
of life,” Hamm says. “The 
better way to promot 
understanding and interr 
solidarity than by encour: 
people to get to know one an 
and experience the potential¢ 
working and learning together." @ 
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production 
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(604)872-2666 
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fax: (604)872-3001 


REA 
orks by Kate Mitchell 
. Until Mar. 2. 


10403-124 St., 


Daphne 
ane ine Cardinal Schubert. 


Feb. 28. 


AL INSTITUTE FOR 
| D Sheraton Grande Hotel, 453- 
gp. EYE ON ART: Art Capea impaired 
other local artists. and silent auc- 
Ri, Feb. 1. Entertainment by Dale 
(host/auctioneer), Victoria 
ing Arts School, Leona Burkey 
TIX $50 ea. Fundraising event. 
‘tickets $20 for art auction portion of 
ing. 
TRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
8627-91 St., 461-3427. Group show 
ring members’ works. Until Feb. 6. 
DEL THEATRE Rice Theatre Lobby, 
g-101A Ave. DOING LEONARD 
|-THE EXHIBITION: Featuring the 
of 13 artists to coincide with One 


ction of Doing Leonard . 


) UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 
486-4445. SUPERB EXECUTIONS AND 
AT 4ANGINGS; Curated by Dean 
ver Showeasing the work of Paul Butler, 
Bateman, Steve Fleury, Rodney Sayers, 
Luce, Le Blanc, Kelly Mark and 
horkola, Feb. 2-16. Opening recep- 
, Feb, 2, 2-4pm. 


JONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223, 
W.cag.0rg. Mon-Wed and Fri 
{0um-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, 
| }iam-Spm. */ADE: THE ULTIMATE 
IENT CHINA; Until Mar. 


$8 adult; 
6-12, kids under 


vich. Feb. 2-Mar. 1 
tists in attendance SAT, 
GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Building, U of 
eee 9 Ave,, 492-2081. 


Sun 2-Spm. 
/ contemporary 


pening recep- 
“hm. 220, 
lic 


Ave., 432-7535. 
s (human, beats 


=EKLY 


tours and demonstratons. Feb. 6, 5-9pm. 


GREAT BEAR FRAMING-UPSTAIRS 
GALLERY 11631-105 Ave., 452-8906. 
Baul Paintings by Daryl Rydman. Until 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 Street, 
426-4180. Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
12-4pm. ® TRACE; Installation by Leah 
Decter. Until Feb. 9, *FRONT ROOM THE 
GULF: A series of portraits by David 
Svendsen. Until Feb, 9. 


JOHNSON GALLERY ©7711-85 St., 465- 
6171. Open Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm; Sat 
9Yam-Spm. Recent works by Marta 
Thomson, Joe Haire, Phyllis Webb Jeffery 
and Meta Ranger. Prints by Toti. Pottery by 
Helena Ball. ©11817-80 St. Open Tue-Fri: 
9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm. 
Watercolours by Glenda Beaver, Brian 
Traver-Smith, Jim Painter and John ~ 
McMann. 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 Street, 423- 
5353. pen Tue-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat noon- 
Spm. COLLAPSING NEW BUILDINGS: 
Minimalist sculptures by Luis Jacob. The 
series is shown with black and white photo- 
piapns of the skyscrapers from which the 
orms were modeled. Until Feb, 23. *PRO- 
JEX ROOM SEPTEMBER 14, 2000; HOME- 
LESS COUNT: 1160: Ongoing project by 
Saloay artist Marjan Eggermont. Until Feb. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY University of 
Alberta Hospital, East Entrance, 8440-112 
St., 407-7152. GIFTS FROM THE LAND - A 
SHOW OF NEW DONATIONS: New dona- 
tions from professional Edmonton artists to 
the hospital collection. Until Apr. 7. 


MOUNTAIN FOODS CAFE - JASPER 
Connaught Drive, across from the Via 
Station. KUNST AUSSTELLUNG EXHIBITION 
WALL; Watercolours by St. Albert artist 
Diane Way. Until Feb. 11. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. Open 
Tue-Sat 10-Spm. Thu until 8pm. * FLORAL: 
Donna Gallant, Joan Todd, Jeff Holmwood 
and Carol Jane Campbell. Until Feb. 2. 

* REVISIONS: Barb Pankratz, Lewis Lavoie, 
Linda Carreiro, Feb. 6-Mar. 1. Opening 
reception WED, Feb. 6, 7-9pm. 


RED GALLERY AND STUDIO 9621 
Whyte Ave., 439-8210. Open Tue-Sat 
11am-Spm. Recent paintings by Christ! 
Bergstrom. Exploring universal themes 
through domestic landscapes, portraits and 
still lifes. Until Feb. 15. 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St., 423- 
1492. Open Tue-Sat noon-Spm, GRAFICA 
ACTUAL: Works by contemporary Mexican 
artists. Feb. 5-23. 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 
St., 444-1024. Featuring works by J. 
Yardley-Jones and Gregg Johnson. Acrylics 
by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo and 
Jacqueline Stenberg, Art glass available. 
Artists in the courtyard continues every 
weekend. 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. Open Mon-Fri 
10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm. RESILIENCE: Oil 
paintings, watercolours and mixed-media 
works by various artists. Also new works by 
Carole May Coty and Bruce Allen. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback 
Road, 988-2266. Landscapes, cityscapes, 
florals, nudes, surreal paintings as well as 
glassworks, sculptures and ceramics by vari- 
ous artists. 


UNIVERSITY EXTENSION CENTRE 


~ GALLERY 2nd FI., University Extension 


Centre, 8303-112 St., 492-3034. Open 
Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am- 
4:30pm; Sat 9am-noon. Leslie 
Taillefer-graduating student exhibition. 
Feb. 4-14. Opening reception FRI, Feb. 8, 
6-9pm. 

UPSTAIRS GALLERY/GREAT BEAR 
FRAMING 2nd Fi., 11631-105 Ave., 452- 
8906. Open Mon-Sat 9-Spm. REMIX: 
Paintings by Daryl Rydman. Until Feb. 23. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344-134 St, 
452-0286. Open Tue-Sat 11am-Spm. 
WATER SURFACES; Four large canvases by 
David Alexander exploring the reflective 
surface. Until Feb. 19. 


VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION 
3rd Fl. Harcourt House, 10215-112 St., 
421-1731. REFLECTIONS: Watercolours by 
Michelle Leavitt-Djonlic. Until Feb. 6. 


THE WORKS GALLERY Main Floor, 
Commerce Place (beside ICON Hair), Jasper 
Ave., 426-2122. Open Mon-Sat 10am- 
4pm. THE IMPOSTER: Works by Savi Pannu. 
U intil Feb. 23. Closing reception WED, Feb. 
20, 7-9pm. 


PENT ES 
EAN 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 459-1542. Margie Gillis. TIX $22.50 
adult, $18.50 student/Senior. Tue, Feb. 5, 
8pm. 

LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8527 91 St, 
420-1757. Feets, Don't Fail Me Now! 
Presented by Kompany Dance. Fri, Feb. 1- 
Sat, Feb. 2, 8pm. TIX $12 adult, $10 sen- 
ior/student @ TIX on the Square, @ door 
night of performance. 


AMPHITRYON Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave., 439-2845. By Heinrich von 
Kleist. Until Feb. 2. 


THE BIRTH OF ROCK 'N' ROLL 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, Upper Level, 
Phase Ill, WEM, 484-2424. Welcome back 
to the 'SOs. Attend the grand opening of 
ROCN, the newest radio station in town. 
Feb, 1-Apr. 14. 


BRITISH INVASION Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 483-4051, 486- 
7827, By B. Roberts and Will Marks. A tribute 
to the British contribution to the world of 
popular music. Until Feb. 10. TIX $39-$74. 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. Every Saturday 
at 11pm. Featuring Rapid Fire Theatre's top 
improvisers. 


CONTRAPTION 3rd floor, Edmonton 
Centre, 463-4237, 420-1757. By Gordon 
pelle Presented by Jagged Edge Theatre. 
Paul Merriam is fired after working at 
Canadian Tire for 25 years. Until Feb, 9. TIX 
38; $4 Tue. Adv. tickets @ TIX on the 
Square. 


DOING LEONARD COHEN The Citadel, 
Rice Theatre, 426-4811. Adapted by Blake 
Brooker. Presented by One Yellow Rabbit. A 
radical approach to Canadian poetry, an 
unorthodox staging of Cohen's ware Feb. 
9-Mar. 17. 


KABOOM 2 Kaasa Theatre, Jubilee 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave., 420-1757, 
477-S955. Shape of a Girl by joan 
MacLeod. Performed by Green Thumb 
Theatre. Silent Words by Chris Dodd. 
Jumpin’ Jack by Lyle Victor Albert. Until Feb. 
10, 8pm; Feb. 3, 2pm. TIX $16 adult, $13 
student/senior @ TIX on the Square. 


A MEDIEVAL FEAST The Celtic Hall, 
Golfdome, 10104-32 Ave., 430-3663, 
Dinner theatre, An interactive event with 
music, theatre, Irish dancers and jugglers. 
Every second Friday, 6:30pm doors, Feb. 1 
and 15, TIX $49.95. 


PETER PAN John L. Haar Theatre, Grant 
MacEwan College, Jesper Place Campus, 
497-4470. Based on the play by James M. 
Barrie. Feb. 8-16, 8pm; Matinee Sun, Feb. 
10 and Feb. 16, 2pm. No show Mon, Feb. 
11. TIX $15 adult @ door; $12 adult adv., 
$9 student/senior @ door; $7 student/sen- 
ior adv. 


PORN STAR Azimuth Theatre Space, 
11315-106 Ave., 420-1757, 454-0583. 
Presented by Azimuth Theatre. Comedy by 
Chris Craddock. Until Feb. 3, Tue-Sun 8pm. 
TIX $15 adult, $10 student/senior/equity @ 
TIX on the Square @ door. 


PRESENT LAUGHTER Citadel Shoctor 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave., 426-4811. By 
Noel Coward. Coward's autobiographical 
comedy about celebrity and scandal. Until 
Feb, 17. TIX $33-$67. 


THE RELUCTANT RESURRECTION OF 
SHERLOCK HOLMES Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 433-3399 ext. 3, 420- 
1757. Presented by Shadow Theatre. By 
David Belke. When Arthur Conan Doyle is 
summoned to a haunted English manor, he 
brings with him the ghost of Sherlock 
Holmes, who he killed off in a story two 
years earlier. Until Feb. 3. Tue-Sat, 8pm; Sat 

ay-what-you-can, 2pm; Sun mat, 2pm; 

‘ue two-for-one, TIX $15 adult, $12 sen- 
ior/student, $8 child 12 and under, @ TIX 
on the Square. 


THE ROVER Timms Centre for the Arts, U 
of A, 112 St., 87 Ave., 492-2495. By Aphra 
Behn. Presented by Studio Theatre. _ 
Romantic comedy. Set during a caarnival in 
a 17th century Spanish colony. Feb. 7-16, 
8pm; Thu, Feb. 14, 12:30pm matinee. No 
performance on Sun, Feb. 10. TIX $8-20. 


STAGE STRUCK Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave., 433-4659. The Edmonton 
Zone Amateur One-Act Festival. FRI, Feb. 8, 
7pm; SAT, Feb. 9, lpm and 7pm, TIX $7 
(single session); $5 student/senior (single 
session); $18 adult weekend pass, $12 stu- 
dent/senior weekend pass. 
THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. Every Friday @ 
11pm Rapid Fire Theatre features teams of 
improvisers. 
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By ROCKIE GARDINER 


and focussed on what you intend to accomplish next, Now that your Mars ruler is 

in Aries, a new two-year cycle of expectation, achievement and endurance has 
begun. Since Saturn turns direct on the 7th, it's safe to assume that financial matters will 
become less worrisome. Mercury turning direct brings a decision you made around January 1 
back to centre stage. Stall for a week, Meanwhile, what abour those unpredictable yet Vasily 
lovable friends? 


9 8 ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19): Every day in every way, you're getting stronger, more active 


you're unusually attractive and uncommonly erratic—for a placid Bull, that is. You 

could blame Mercury's impending flip out of retrograde for how frequently you're 
changing your mind, but the annual merger of your Venus ruler with disruptive Uranus is the 
real reason. While you're able to draw so much attention to yourself, now would be a good 
time to get that pretty face on TV or online, perhaps protesting another environmental disas 
ter in the making. 


re! TAURUS (Apr 20-May 20): This is another one of those magical periods when 


GEMINI (May 21-Jjune 20): So much for marking time! Once Saturn, retrograde in 

I your sign since lace September, turns direct (the day before your Mercury ruler 

does), you'll start to move forward with a plan that has been in the works. Concen- 

trate on organizing, codifying and giving your project a framework you can return to so that 

the Gemini inclination to “go with the flow” won't take you too far off course. While Saturn 

can be a drag, it also provides stability, recognition and rewards the rest of society can relate 
to, like a Dupont or a Nobel. 


=O CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your annual flirtation with all things foreign is abobt to 
distract you from the straight and narrow path you've been trying to stay on 
Qs Whether Mardi Gras and Chinese New Year celebrations will impede your progress 
depends on where you are psychologically when retrograde Mercury turns direct in your 
Capricorn house of partners on the 8th. Don't be surprised if you again experience what 
went down over New Year's, which is when the messenger of the gods first relayed the ideas 
that captivated you then, 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Divorce before dishonour? Any unpredictable thing might 
NL occur when Venus meets erratic, erotic Uranus in your Aquarius marriage house this 

weekend. Don't be shocked if you're taken totally by surprise. But know that the 
incredible attraction these planets exert works both ways: you could just as easily fall head 
over heels as get dumped. Try to wait until your sun ruler joins Uranus on Ash Wednesday 
before making any drastic moves—or, for that matter, ornate plans for Valentine's Day 


VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): If you followed the game plan suggested for a Mercury 
TM retrograde period—i.e., review, rewrite and repair—you could have a polished ver 

sion of your current project in hand when your ruling planet turns direct on the 8th 
But if you need more time, take the rest of the month so you can get past the point at which 
Mercury stopped its (and your) forward progress. Work, health and service remain the chief 
areas of interest until romantic Venus gets to Pisces, your partnership sign, in time for veh 
tine’s Day 


LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): One of the givens—a special perk you receive when 
SL you're born a Libra~is the transformational power of the energy emanating from 
ee your Aquarius house of romance and risk during February. But if you're not hav- 
ing an off-again, on-again affair at the moment and aren't involved heart-and-soul in a 
group sport, you could use that amazing energy to create a unique work of art. Ora baby. 
Major life changes often occur in the cwinkle of an eye, without a struggle. Not unlike love 
at first sight. 


SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): You may feel you're under not-especially-unpleasant 
Ms pressure from various persons hanging around home base, bur who needs further 
disruptions or the e@nstant changing of minds? Until Mercury and Saturn come out 
of retrograde, communications may continue to be snarled, as will some folks’ lips. Why you 


profit from the situation is beyond my understanding, but there are indications that this 
unrest will benefit your Pluto co-ruler in your Sag money house, and therefore you too. 


and Aquarius usually interact. So while there's an abundance of interesting Say 

in the sign that rules your comings, goings and e-mails, not a whole lor will make 
that deep an impression. Feel free to exchange ideas, tec h advice and gossip about the 
group, but save discussions about commitment issues until Saturn in your house of partners 
has regained firm footing after it flips out of retrograde on the 7th. At least another week 


x SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Getting up close but not that personal is how Sag 


grade planets, it’s time to concentrate again on financ ial matters, especially buying, 

selling and gathering info online. Mercury moving forward in Capricorn the day 
after your Saturn ruler goes direct frees you from constraints you probably weren't aware of, 
it may take a little while to build back confidence in your choices, but by the end of the 
month you could be ahead of the game. Back in love? Maybe that as well. 


V8 CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20): If you've been holding back because of the retro- 


AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18): You're still the brightest star in the firmament, so rel- 

AA ish the attention while you're getting it. Magnetic Venus will move onto Pisces 

WwW before St. Valentine comes calling, but the lightning bolt let loose when the goddess 

of love merges with your Uranus ruler on the 7th will amaze everyone Another brillianc SRK 

of recognition is set for the 13th as the sun and Uranus meet Figure out now what you'll int- 
tiate at the Aquarius new moon, because your chances of succeeding are awesome. 


your sign on the 12th but until then, continue to lay back and play the recluse. The 

weeks before your birthday is the best time to replenish your spirit and review the 
energy you put out in the world since the last birthday. If there's a retreat you can go on, so 
much the better; better yet if it’s on a tropical island or a snow-capped mountain. Inciggeael 
ly, like-minded friends may be more important right now than a romantic attachment. 


# PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19); You'll feel more attractive and popular once Venus enters 


vw 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 
Kingsway Ave., 451-1175. Open daily 
10am-4pm. Telling the story of Edmonton's 
bush pilots, Alaska Highway construction, 
defence of Russia and commercial aviation 
development. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
Open weekends. Authentic Japanese gar- 
den, pature trail, 80 acres of connected 
gardens. TIX $5.75 adult; $4.50 senior; 
child under 4 free. *SAT 2 (10-3pm); Seedy 
Saturday: Seed swap, lectures. $2/person, 
child under 4 free. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox Dr., 
Whitemud Dr, 496-8787, 496-2925. Open 
weekdays 9am-4pm; weekends/hols 1-4pm 
(until May 17). *Exhibit room public pro- 
gram: Each Sunday explore a new theme. 
TIX $1.25 adult, $1 youth/senior, $.75 
child, $3.75 family. 


McKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Ave., 422-1970. Archives and museum 
located along the river valley on the 
Heritage Trail. Stroll in the Victorian-era 
park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM ‘St. Albert 
Plac@se5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert. 459- 
1528. Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1- 
Spm. *CONNECTED VOICES: Celebrating 
the women of St. Albert. Until Mar. 16. 
*DISCOVERY ROOM: An interactive educa- 
tional venue dedicated to children and 
families. Old-fashioned winter fun. Hear 
stories of St. Albert women. Suggested 
donation $2. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A 
St., 496-8755. Open Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm; 
Sat-Sun, 11am-6pm, ®¢THE HEART OF 
EDMONTON: Until Feb. 24. 


ODYSSIUM 11211-142 St., 452-9100. 
Open Sun-Thu, hols 10am-Spm; Fri-Sat 
10am-9pm. Edmonton’s space and science 
centre. *TransCanada PipeLines Gallery: 
Space Place: Hands-on exhibits. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Ave, 453-9100, 453-9131. 
wwv#¥na.edmonton.ab.ca, Open daily 
9am-Spm. *SYNCRUDE CANADA ABO- 
RIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 
11,000 years and 500 generations, people 
of the past and present, recordings, film, 
lights, artifacts and more. Permanent 
exhibit. *Foyer, 428-2064. Thu 31 (6pm): 
Indigenous Education initiative presented 
by Athabasca University. Screening of 
Yolngu Boy (Australian film). Entertainment 
by Asani (a ccapella quartet), the White 


Buffalo Drummers and Dancers. Tix $25 
adult, $10 student. Proceeds go to AU's 
Indigenous Education Scholarship Fund. 
*TREASURES OF THE EARTH: Geology col- 
lection. Permanent exhibit. *THE HABITAT 
GALLERY: Glimpse the lakes, forests, 
prairies and animals of Alberta. Permanent 
exhibit. *THE NATURAL HISTORY 
GALLERY: *BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate 
display. Permanent. *THE BIRD GALLERY: 
Mounted birds. Permanent. *S/XTI/ES: Elliot 
Landy’s Spirit of a Generation Dylan, The 
Band and Woodstock. Until Apr. 1. *Alice's 
Restaurant (The Museum Café), 488-7333. 
Open Mon-Thu 9am-8pm; Fri 9am-mid- 
night (coffeehouse evenings); Sat-Sun 
10am-4pm. Until Mar. 22. FRI 1: Karen 
Gwillim. FRI 8: Brett Leibham (rock guitar). 
*TIX Weekend $12 adult; $10 senior; $6 
youth (7-17 yrs.); free child 6 and under; 
$30 family. TIX (until Apr. 1) weekdays 
(25% off) $9 adult; $7.50 senior; $4.50 
youth (7-17 yrs.); free child 6 and under; 
$22.50 family. *492-2973. FRI 8 (7pm): 
The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta, and the National Film 
Board of Canada present My Mother's 
Village (documentary film), Followed by a 
discussion and reception with the award- 
winning filmmaker John Paskievich. TIX $7 
adult, $5 student/child, child under 12 free 
@ door. Ady, tix @ the Ukrainian Book 
Store, (10215-97 St.). *SAT 9 (5:30pm 
door): Ducks Unlimited at the Provincial 
Museum. Speaker Dr. Morley Barrett, TIX 
$125 ea. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. Open Tue-Sun, 12 noon-Spm. 
Costumed interpreters recreate daily house- 
hold activities. 


(Kids stuff 
CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Ave., 414- 
5656. *Every THU (10:30am and 1:30pm); 
TUE (7pm): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. 
Pre-register. Until May 30. SAT 2 (2pm): 
Valentine Hearts, 3-12 yrs. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano Mall, 
98 Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. *Every THU 
(10:15 am): Little tales for little people, 3-5 
yrs. Drop-in. Until Feb. 21. SAT 9 (2pm): 
Cupid's caper, 5-8 yrs. Pre-register. 


EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR 
BRIGHT CHILDREN (EABC) Alberta 
School for the Deaf, Sun Room, 6240-113 
St., 436-0533, 433-9371. SAT 2 (10am- 
noon): Super Saturday session for members 
in Grades 1-6. Band instrument petting 
zoo. Pre-register. Free for members (EABC 
memberships available). 


EDMONTON CHINESE COMMUNITY 
SERVICES CENTRE 429-3111. Asian- 
Canadian Youth Team, 11-16 yrs. Meets for 
two Sat. activities ea. month. Recreational, 


S 


VUE WEEKLY and BATTLE AXE RECORDS want to give four lucky winners 
an autographed copy of BAD DREAMS, the latest album 

from SWOLLEN MEMBERS. Just e-mail us at swollen@vue.ab.ca 

with your name and daytime telehone number, and answer this question: 


WHAT AWARD DID THE SWOLLEN MEMBERS WIN IN 2001? 


Wea Tost §sS3 


volunteer, fundraising opportunities. 
Workshops and discussions on various 
youth topics. Various locations. Until 
March, ~ 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Ave., 
496-1806. *Every THU (10:15am): Totally 
twos. Until Feb. 21. *Every TUE (10:15am 
and 2pm): Pre-school fun time, 3-5 yrs. 
Until Feb. 19. Pre-register. SAT 9 (2pm): 
Calling all cupids, 4-10 yrs. pre-register. 
IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave., 
496-1808. *Every TUE (10:15am): Time for 
twos. Until Feb. 5. Pre-register. Every WED 
(10:15am); Storytime, 3-5 yrs. Until Feb. 6. 
Pre-register. 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
496-1810. *Every WED (2pm): Pre-school 
storytime, 4-5 yrs. Until Feb, 20, Pre-regis- 
ter. *Every WED (1pm): Pre-school story- 
time, 3 yrs. Until Feb. 20. Pre-register. 
*Every TUE (10:15am): Baby laptime, 1-2 
yrs. Until Feb, 19. Pre-register. *Every THU 
(10:15am): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. 
Until Feb. 21. Pre-register. SAT 9 (2pm): 
Very Valentine, 9-12 yrs. Pre-register. 


LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard Shopping 
Centre, 6104-172 St., 496-1871. *Every 
TUE/WED (10am): Pre-school storytime, 3- 
5 yrs. Until Apr. 24. *Every THU (7pm): 
Family storytime, 3+ yrs. Until Apr. 25. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry 
Mall, 137 Ave., 66 St., 496-1814. *Every 
TUE (10:15-10:45am); Now that I'm three 
storytime. Until Feb. 12. Pre-register. *Every 
TUE (2-2:30pm): Pre-school storytime, 4-5 
yrs. Until Apr. 30. Drop-in. *Every WED 
(10:30-10:50am): Time for twos. Until Feb. 
13. Pre-register. *Every MON (10:30- 
10:50am): Baby laptime. Crawling, birth-23 
months. SAT 9 (10am-11am); Junior Stamp 
Club: The glue that binds us. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. 
*Every TUE (10:15-10:45am); WED (2:15- 
2:45pm): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. 
Until Feb. 13, Pre-register. SAT 2 (2pm): 
Silly Saturday: Elephants everywhere, SAT 9 
(2pm); Crafty cupids, 5-12 yrs. 


PENNY McKEE LIBRARY Abbottsfield 
Mall, 3210-118 Ave,, 496-7839. *Every TUE 
(10:30am): Time for twos. Until Feb. 19. 
Drop-in, *Every WED (2pm): Pre-school sto- 
rytime, 3-5 yrs. Until Feb. 20, Drop-in. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310, THU 
31: (1:30-2:30pm): Parent and Pre-schooler 
Program: Dennis Lee. SAT 2 (1-4pm): Art- 
Ventures for Kids: Poetic posters. $2/child. 
SAT 9 (1-4pm): Art-Ventures for Kids: Love- 
ly little magnets. $2/child. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 Riverbend Sq., 
Rabbit Hill Rd., Terwillegar Dr., 944-5311. 
«Drop-in storytime, 3-S yrs. *Every THU 
(10:30am): Fun for ones, 12-24 months. 
Until Feb, 21. Pre-register. *Every FRI 
(10:30am); Totally twos. Until Feb. 22. Pre- 
register. SAT 9 (2pm); Silly Saturday, 5+ yrs. 
Pre-register. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. *Every WED 
(2:15-2:4Spm): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 
yrs. Until Apr. 24. Drop-in. *Every TUE 
(10:15-10:45am): Family storytime. Until 
Apr. 23. Orop-in. «Every WED (10:15- 
10:45am): Time for twos. Pre-register. SAT 
9 (10-1 1am); Junior Stamp Club: The glue 
that binds us. SAT 9 (11am and 2pm): A 
Valentine for you. 


SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-95 St., 
496-7099, *Every TUE (1:30pm): Pre-school 
storytime, 3-S yrs. Until Feb. 19. Pre-regis- 
ter. SAT 9 (2pm): Gung hay fat choy, 5-12 
yrs. Pre-register. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 496-7000. *Every 
SUN (2pm): Children’s storytime, 3+ yrs. 
Until Apr. 28, *Every SAT (10am): Research 
central, 9-12 yrs. Pre-register. Until Apr. 27. 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St., 
496-1828. *Every TUE (10:30am): 
Storytime, 3-5 yrs. Until Feb. 12, Pre-regis- 
ter. *Every FRI (10:30am): Time for twos. 
Until Feb. 15. Pre-register. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 1 3420-114 Ave., 
496-1830. *Every WED (7pm): Bedtime 
tales. Until Feb. 27. *Every MON (2:30pm); 
WED (10:30am): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 
yrs. Until Feb. 25, Pre-register. *Every TUE 
(10:15am); Baby laptime, 1-2 yrs. Pre-regis- 
ter. Until Feb, 26. *Every MON 


(10:340am): | am three. Until Feb. 25, 


*Every TUE (11:15am); THU (10:30am): 
Time for twos. Until Feb. 28. Pre-register. 
SAT 9 (2:30pm): Heart of the dragon. 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Avenue, 
414-5656. *Every TUE (6:30pm); Living 
with loss. Pre-register. Until Feb. 26. 
CENTRE FOR WELLNESS IN MOTION 
N. Edmonton, 459-3908. Every 2nd, 4th 
WED (6:30-8:30pm): What is foot reflexol- 
ogy? Come for an introductory foot reflex- 
ology session during the drop-in clinic. 


DANCE EXPRESSIONZ Capital Tower 
Building, 206, 10609-101 St., 426-4766. 
Relieve daily stress through dance. 


KING’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 9125-50 
Street, 465-8331. FRI 8: King’s View. 


LUPUS SOCIETY OF ALBERTA 1-888- 
242-9182. The Edmonton chapter of the 
Lupus Society has closed. For assistance 
contact the provincial office. 


THE MARS HILL CENTRE 402-10314-82 
Avenue, 435-0202. FRI 1 (5:30-7pm): 
Boundaries: Rebuild the boundaries in your 
life. 16 weeks. $125. Pre-register. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. 
Every FRI (1-4:30pm): Bridge players. 
Until April 26. Drop-in. 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY 471- 
3034. Saturday Tai Chi. Pre-register. 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
15611 St. Albert Trail, 447-2993, ext. 258. 
MON 4-TUE 5: Winter open house. SAT 9 
(7pm): Leap in Lent: Square dancing for 
beginners. 


N‘ORATORS TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
474-6001. *Every THU evening overcome 
your fears of public speaking. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 Street, (west 
door), 426-4620. FRI 1 (6:45-8:30am): 
Speaker Ernest C. Bastide presents 
Mediation for Small Business. $2. FRI 8 
(6:45-8:30am): Speaker Wendy Wheeler 
presents Think Looks Don't Matter? Think 
Again. $2. Everyone welcome 


PUBLIC MEETING Daly Grove 
Elementary School, 1888-37 Street, 496- 
6218. WED 6 (7pm): Proposed amend- 
ment to the Meadows Area Structure Plan 
and the Silver Berry Neighbourhood 
Structure Plan. 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 
University Avenue. *988-2713. SUN 10 
(5:30-7pm): Vegetarians of Alberta month- 
ly potluck. TIX $2 member, $3 non-mem- 
ber. #471-5295. SAT 9 (1pm door): Rock 
With the Animals. TIX $3 adv., $5 @ door. 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 9797 
Jasper Avenue, 451-8000. SAT 9 (7pm): 
Mr. Praimnath (survivor of the collapse of 
World Trade Centre). Question and answer 
period. TIX $5 ea, $8 @ door. Adv. tickets 
@ TicketMaster, Blessings Christian 
Marketplace, Central Baptist Church. 
Proceeds to Samaritan’s Purse — Project 
Afghanistan Relief. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Edmonton Rm., 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Square, 988-2713. WED 6 (6:30pm): 
Building with Straw and How to Build your 
Elegant Home from Straw Bales (video pres- 
entation). Free. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA *COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM Humanities 
Centre, Rm. 1-7, U of A Campus. *Every 
THU (4:30-5S:30pm): Meeting. Everyone 
welcome. *INTERNATIONAL WEEK 2002 
492-2692. «Myer Horowitz Theatre. THU 
31 (7pm): Protecting the Planet: Options for 
Action. Most events are free. FRI 1 
(7:30pm): Rhythms of the Planet concert. 
TIX Adv. $8 student; $10 non-student. 
*SPANISH LANGUAGE CAFé Parkallen 
Pizza, Upstairs 8424-109 St., 492-4221. 
*Every THU (7-8:30pm): Beginner-adv. stu- 
dents of Spanish, opportunity to practice 
conversational skills. *UNIVERSISTY OF 
ALBERTA MUSEUMS, Rm. 2-20, Fine Arts 
Building. SUN 10 (1-3pm): De-construct- 
ing Barbie. 

WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
Bonnie Doon Recycle, W Bonnie Doon 
Mall, 85 St., 85 Avenue. #478-5622. SAT 2 
(10am): Free guided cross country ski 
(approx. 10 km). Bring lunch and bever- 


» = Miquelon Park. Bring lunch ang 


age. *455-7862. SUN 10 (10am). ¢... 
guided cross country ski (approx. |, k 


AUDREY’S BOOKS Jasper Aye |, 
THU 7 (7:30pm): Robert Kroetsc», .. 
from The Hornbooks of Rita K 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
15611 St. Albert Tr., 447-2993, .,, 
FRI 8 (4pm): Book launch of Con;-, . 
and Incarnation: The Theology of Moy. 
Dominique Chenu by Dr. Christoph: 
Potworowski. 


Hive comedy 


FARGO’S ON WHYTE 10307-32 4, en 
433-4526. *Every SUN: Fargos Laughs, 
Comedy. SUN 3: Host Tim Koslo 7), 
of Marty McLean. i 


JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451.9) 
WED 30: Showcase night. Live come 
the Comedy Support Troupe. , 


THE POLISH HALL 10960-1034 5}, 54) 
Comedy show and dance party: Feary, 
Rawye, Ronnie Edwards, Kenny Rot 
(comedians); D] Whoo Kid and <. 
(female soul band). 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 st, 49). 
1326. *Every THU (7:30-9:30pm): What 
Happens Next? comedy improv shoy 

ed by Graham Neil. Through winter and 
spring. TIX $3. 


Refi 


)INSOF 


76 Ave., 448-9025. SAT 9: Evening of 
enchantment: Dinner, dance and silent 
auction. TIX $40 ea. 


THE EVERYTHING TO DO WITH sex 
SHOW Northlands Park, Sportex Build 
Until Feb. 3. 


THE GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) 11) 
10612-124 St., 488-3234. *Open Mons 
1;30-5:30pm; 7-10pm. For information 
and/or support, during the holiday seas 
and year-round, call or drop-in. Providing 
information and support about gay, les- 
bian, bisexual and transgender issues 


Grant MacEwan College 10700-104 
Ave., 412-9582. SAT 9 (8:30am-Spm) 
Kindness To Kolleagues Konference 


HOLISTIC AND PSYCHIC FAIR Non 
Legion, 112 Ave., 82 St. FRI 1 (2-9pm); 
2 (noon-9pm); SUN 3 (noon-7pm). 55, 
child free. 


OUTDOOR ADVENTURE SHOW 

Northlands Park, 7300-116 Ave. FRI 8 (4 
9pm), SAT 9 (10am-7pm), SUN 10 (10 
5pm): Outdoor sports and travel market: 
place. TIX $8 adult, $6 youth (10-18 ys), 


DREAMS: VOICES OF THE SOUL 4/4 
Boardwalk, 10310-102 Ave., 435-7170. 
9-SUN 10 (9:30am-4:30pm): Learn (he! 
guage of dreams. Presented by Debora! 
Barrett-Jardine, PhD. Pre-register. 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH 488-0564 
*Coming out workrshop. Starts Feb. 13! 
wks). *Positively gay workshop. Starts F® 
5 (5 wks). 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE */2spc' 
Place Campus, 10045-1556 St., se 
*Web Design for the Beginner. Fed a 
*Web Site Design and Development \*" 

Il. Feb. 2-3. «QuarkXPress Level |. Feb 9 
10. #Introduction to Strata 3D. Feb. 1! 
*City Centre Campus, 497-4301. °C? " 
Basics. Starts Feb. 12. «GoLive. Feb: 9-1 


HEALTH CARE STUDY CIRCLE 98°" 
3802. *Every SAT (4-6pm): Hosted °/ 
Olstad. Until Mar. 9. 

HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 4" 
496-1806. WED 6 (6:30pm): Explore ° 
world of the EPL Website. Pre-regist© 
JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-15¢ 
496-1810. SAT 2 (2-3pm): Introduction" 
cake decorating. Pre-register. 
SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-%° 4 
496-7099. MON 4 (6:30pm): Medital’ 
SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleba‘* 
988-2266. Adults and kids art classe’. & 
fessional instruction, with small class * 


So; how's that, whole 
guicide-pact. thing 
working out for you > 


x FEMALES NEEDEDI!! 
Make $799 US per month with a spy cam, 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401. 


. FL 0908 


MEET SOMEONE IN THE NEXT 5 MINUTES 
Local singles, are wale i talk to you. 
Call (780) 490-2266 
Enter free trial code: 4996 


_RL-EMOGIS: blend 


ALL  CHATLINE 
Chat Live with Hot Local Guys! 
Or just record/listen to ads for FREE- 
Call 780-490-2288 or 1-888-272-7277 toll free. 
Free code 8103 
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Classifieds 


Deadline for classified advertising is 12 noon the Tuesday before publication 


FREE* FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
4 volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, pro- 
viding the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 words 
nae to regular price or cruel editing. Free ads must be 
submitted in writing in person or by tax. Duplicate ads 
will not be published, except by mistake. Free ads will 
not be oat over the phone. Free ads will run for four 
weeks, if you require an ad to be renewed of cancelled 
please phone or tax the Classified department.Please, fax 
your ad to 426-2889, or drop il off at 10303-108 St 
line is noon the Te before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


artists to artists 


Actors and actresses urgently needed for film and 
TV work. Call 935-0495. 
naoi3t 


APPLY NOW! The Works Visual Arts Festival 
seeks artists, artisans, craftspersons, performance 
artists and restaurant vendors. Festival (June 21- 
July 3, 2002). www.theworks.ab.ca, Ph (780) 
426-2122. Deadlines: Mar.22 and Mar. 27. 
90181 


Mexico via Van. Departing mid to late Jan. Need 
one or two to share driving and expences. Rob @ 
Ph/Fax 426-1503. 

103 


Bright, quiet downtown studio to sublet from 
Mar.-Sept. 2002. Great for a single artist or to be 
shared by two or three. $ 200/month. Heather 
420-6357. 

nao124 


“Good-bye Blue Sky", a shocking tribute to Sept. 
11. Can be seen at the Paris Market, Sat-Sun 
10am-Spm (Strangely artistic). 

na0131 


NeXtFest is accepting proposal submissions from 
yung emerging artists of all disciplines. 
Deadfine: Feb, 22. Call Steve Pirot at 453-2440 
for info or e-m next_fest@yahoo.ca i 

nalZ27 


Call for submissions by Arts 4 la Carte for an 
exhibit at Red Deer and District Museum. 
Deadline Apr. 1. Info: Glynis 342-5582. a 

al 


Submissions are being accepted for 2D and 3D 
work at Generations Gallery and allay Dining 
Room (2D work any) pony Plain. Ph: Linda 
Stanier (780) 963-2777 for into, ip 

0 


MURALS 
Transform your walls into art! Specializing in 
children’s rooms. | also create floorcloths and 


painted furnishings. Contact Fiona Yardley 
Jones 488-7795 or fyj@telusplanet.net™ 
P YWI017-0124 (2m) 


Submit art or paetyeon the theme of diversity. For 
more info contact tet 342-5582. For artists of 
all ages. Deadline Feb. 1. ie 


2002 Alberta Summer Games Visual Arts Committee. 
Call for Submissions. Public artwork celebrating 
Camrose. Deadline: Jan. 31. Info: Audrey @ e-m can- 
dler®telusplanet.net; 780-672-7873. ee 


Artists - 1 live/work studio 850 sq.ft. available 
Feb. 1 in ArtsHab, an artists’ community In 
downtown Edmonton. ph 488-2331 

nao 10 
Bright, quiet DT studio to sublet Mar.-Sept, 2002. 
Great for single artist or shared by two or three. $ 


200/month. Ph Heather @ 420-6357 
na0'31 


musicians 


Gross Lobotomy seeking vocalist. Thrash, teeth 


metal, Leave message 475-6546. Contact 
Richard or Dan 604-9820 give It a shot 
na131 
GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men, 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 
Enter code 2310. 
vycor (2c. 


*Cheryl* 
Sexy brunette, petite and warm 


invites you to phone. 
945-3384 


W031 0221 (Bees) 


musticia 


Wanted: 30+ lead guitarist for an established 
‘60s rock revival project. Vocals an asset, Serious 
enquiries only. Call Dan evenings 474-5960. 

‘ na0ist 
Pro female singer/songwriter 6 yrs on the road, 
now has day job and money in her pocket! 
Seeking serious like-minded musicians to form 
versatile FUN party/casino/corporate band. Keys, 
bass, drums, guitar, horns, call 980-0227, e-m: 
Ipstater@ shaw.ca>|pslater@shaw.ca 


nadia 


Experienced bass player wanted for local rock 
band. Recording experience an asset. Call SAM 
at 982 - 5575, Leave message 

naist 
Southern rock vocalist lookin’ for practice band 
for future bar work 458-2477 

natal 


Need guitarist and singer for original heavy proj- 
ect. Influence Deftone Mudvayne Tool Call Craig 
439-0167. Serious inquiries only. 

naist 


Pop/R&B//Dance/Folk Pop singers, dance 
groups wanted to perform for exposure al pro- 
motional shows with Edmonton Female Soul 
Group "Genie*. Don @ 489-7462 

naoied 


Looking for R&B/pop songwriter with a hit song 
waiting to be heard. Could use on indie release, 
Call Andrew @ 465-5866, leave message. em 
ANdrewNRice@notmail.com 

nadi24 


ey ace drummer pashli serious musician 
under 18 for pop/rock group Ph Mike Moat 
124 


Wanted: Bass player, piano player, trumpet and 
sax player. Latin Fusion-Jazz and Salsa Congress, 
March 12. Serious players only, Contact Tilo at 
472-8927. 

nat24 


Looking for vocalist to complete a metal band. 
Must have pone range, writing ability. We have 
var. infl, and rehearsal space. Ph Chris 488-9791 

nai24 


FUTURES FEST 2002; Opportunity for musicians 
ages 5-21; bands 13-16, 17-21 yrs. to showcase 
at a festival in St. Albert. Deadline Feb. 4. Entry 
forms @ Innavations Music, 30, 580 St. Albert 
Rd., St. Albert. 

naott7 


Seeking keyboard player with personality, experi- 
ence in musical theatre and jazz. If you're career 
minded please call Althea @ 488-4741 

mati? 
Seeking open minded drummer for all original hard 


rock band (18-30 year). Ph evening @ 437-0208, 
nat? 


433-013 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


musicia 


Female fronted alt. band w/high-powered fusion 
infl. rhythm sale seeks en guitarist for si 
ous orig. proj, Demos pref. chris@bmpm : 
or 432- oy! y dia 


na0ii7 
Guitarist/vocalist needed for very aggressive 
(metal), serious enquiries only. Call 489-7945. 
ngOit7 
The Arts Outreach Big Band is looking for a 
drummer tor Tuesday nights, 7:30-9:30pm. 
Starting Jan. 21 @ jasper Place Campus. Big 
band swing and jazz. For info call 497-4303 
rai10 
19 year old tead guitarist looking to start glam- 
our rock band to re-ignite the era of ‘70s, “80s 
{ie:KISS, Motley Crue). ph: 456-0976 (Justin), 
e m: durantespace®hotmail.com 
ne0ti0 


Southern rock/blues vocalist looking to jam. 
967-0624 or 458-2477. &) 
Hea 


Rhythm guitarist/yocalist seeking original 
and/or cover band (rock/alternative), Infl: Hip, 
Doors, Radiohead, 54-40. Cali Luc @ 991-2506. 
nait0 
Bass player needed for working weekend coun- 
try/rock band. Parry 474-4502 
nad 10 


Musicians obsessed with superheroes! Guitarist 
and bassist are looking for drummer and other 
musicians interested in making thematic music in 
eclectic band For info em 
thegreendragon@canada,com. Excelsior! 


naott7 


music instruction 


MODAL MUSIC INC 
466-3116 
P Music Instruction for guitar, drums, flute, recorder, 
Irish tin whistle. aa 
Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, quality music instruction since 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 


VW) Jan ¥2002 


recording - 


KROMKO PRODUCTIONS INC 
DEMO/LIVE RECORDING, Affordable & 
Competitive Rates. High End Equipment 


High Quality, 488-8638 or 
<mailtointg#kromko,com info@kromko,com 
httov/Awww. kromko,.com, 
WVI01 17-0007 (Bs) 


employment 


ESL Explorers has positions for University gradu 
ates who want to teach English in Korea. No 
T.E.5.L required. Airfare and accommodations 

provided, Angela @ 403-609-4325. 
wort? 


TRAVEL-teach English: Job Guarantee. 5 aayiie hr 

Fel), 27 or online/corresp.) 85+ country Int'l TESOL 

teacher cert/license course, recog/respected world- 
wide, gov't accred, 1000's of excel, paying jobs, no 
degree/age limiV/experience nec. FREE info pack 438- 
57 7 1-Bi8-270 2541. www.canadianglobal.net. The 

TESOL professionals. Free info session Feb. 9. 

RLOT26- (ongoing) 


wante 


ouse 


Family looking to purchase a home with assum- 
able mtg. and low downpayment 
Can move quickly. Call 418-1971 
ALIZ12-0207 


yt eet in 
 wusiCPROD 
Eo ENGINEERI ee 


= 


conten 


», TREBAS 
INSTITUTE 
www.trebas.com 
112 East 3rd Ave., Vancouver, B.C, VST 1 


THE BEST MEGIA EXPOSURE YOU CAN GET STARTS AT TREBAS 
1 TE LIVERPOOL (NSTITOTE [08 PECFOMATE 687 


ge 


=CLAREVIEW 4250 - 137th Ave.413-6581 . 
| _= DOWNTOWN 10304 - 109th St. 498-5505 ~ SOUTHSIDE 3451 Calgary Trail S.W. 413-059 
P ™* NORTHSIDE 9499 - 137th Ave. 413-0600 - WESTSIDE 9560 - 170th St. 483-4590 
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Thousands Of CDs & DVDs Online @ FUTURESHOP.ca 


‘Top Sellers ¥ Get t/a 
ON SALE! SO 


ONG HUH mop 


ATLANTIS COLLECTOR'S EDITION SEVER MLIScopsPecuren EDITIO 
JORDY BIRCH Petey © casoey Entspries ne * **Copyriht © 2002 by Paarownt Fens. Ny in : 


n Machine 
, KIDROCK 


Conky 


da lormer 


an ‘ | | house +++ 
all stars 


Bad Dream } 


CURSE OF THE JADE SCORPION 
“Gomme Sse Mgr Pasian AR =" Gpp0tt 05, Pearce Pte Migs Reseree 


Hundreds Of DVDs 
Under °20 Everyday! 


an 


uwKi 
ml W, ¥ |. Concerts 
- ST SE 


LINKIN PARK 


> Grammy 
eens Nomingel 


* CHOCOLAT 
* THE ENGLISH PATIENT 
* BLAZING SADDLES 


RED HOT 
CHILE PEPPERS 


> “3% os +e ‘ y 5th, 20° 
You'll iti2 what the Futuce has in ~etee 4 Prices & product in effect from January 31st to February 


